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CTAFT ER. 


ADY Selina, as ſoon as ſhe got home, 
enquired if her father was gone to 
bed, and was ſurpriſed at being told his 
Grace was up, and had three gentlemen 
ſtill with him, who had all ſupped there: 
and who are they, ſaid ſhe to the ſervants 
who gave her the information ? 
vol. v. B He 
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He named Sir Arthur White and Mr. 
Anthony Pearce ; but did not know the 
third, only faid, he heard Sir Arthur call 
him Counſellor. 


Nobody's curioſity could be more inſa- 
tiable than Lady Selina's. She had, no 
doubt, but this meeting was on her bro- 
. ther's affairs, and entertained ſome ſuſpi- 
cions, that it was poſſible, the place of his 
reſidence might have been found out, or 
that he himſelf might have diſcovered it, 
might have even retracted from his ſtubb- 
born reſolves, and have at laſt conſented 
to become the huſband of Miſs Palmer- 
ſton. She ſtood on no ceremony with the 
Duke, and would have paſſed inſtantly 
into his Grace's apartment, to have picked 
up what intelligence ſhe could from the 
little party aſſembled. there together, if a 
| ſtill ſtronger and more ſelfiſh motive had 
not combated her deſire. to enter into their | 
ſecrets, by - reminding her, that whatever 
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regarded the Marquis was but a ſecondary 
conſideration to the profound attention 
due to the ſituation of her own immediate 


concerns, and yielding to the calls of her 


intereſt rather than to the gratification of 
her curioſity, ſhe turned back from the 
door of the anti-room, and proceeded to 
her chamber, not with the ſluggiſh deſign 
of going to bed, but to brood over her 
buſy ideas, fully alive to all the powers of 2 
invention. | | 


e Is not my couſin Emely a perfect di- 
vinity ?” Theſe words were whiſpered 
to her Ladyſhip by Lord Haverville as he 


led her to her chair, and her anſwer had 


been, „Call on me to-morrow morning 
before two, and I will tell YOu my opt- 
nion.“ 


It was not intirely owing to the Viſ- 
count's parting expreſſion by which ſhe 
gained certain information, that i in difputing 
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the prize of his hand ſhe ſhould have more 
than one rival to contend with, a thouſand 
other obſervations had confirmed the opi- 
nion, and exhilerated her ſpirits to a degree 
which can ſcarcely be underſtood by a ge- 
nius leſs illuſtrious, cr leſs intrepid, than 
her own. 


« Is not my couſin a perfect divinity ?” 
repeated her Ladyſhip, as ſoon as ſhe 
reached her ſanctum ſan#orum, had ſeated 
herſelf before a mirror, and ſent away the 
officious prieſteſs of her toilet. Oh! 
mighty like a divinity, to be ſure ! But 
before I have done with you, my pretty 
Viſcount, I will make you confeſs, that 
one ſpirited girl of quality is equal to a 
whole army of your divinity Miſſes. 
Well, I never deſire to be an angel, tread- 
ing the ſkies, and decorating one's ſelf with 
ſun beams. I am infinitely better pleaſed 
with the advantages of mortal rank, ſkip- 
ping over ſoft. carpets, and blazing in 
jewels. After all, have I not quite as 

d good 
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good a claim to divine honours as either 
Emely or Louiſa ? Undoubtedly (and ſhe 
threw her eyes on the glaſs) it was an 
impertinent obſervation, and you ſhall re- 
pent it, my Lord, before our honey-moon 
is ſet. 


This ſhort ſoliloquy may ſerve to ex- 
plain to our readers, that Lady Selina had 
already made up her mind, and was come 
to a decided reſalution to form a tender 
union with the heir of Lord Delborough; 
we rather give it the name of tender:than 
indiſſoluble; irony will ſanctian the for- 
mer, but every day brings wittt it ſome 
example or other to totally invalidate the 
latter. Her Ladyſhip was aware there was 
much ground to go over, and many diffi 
culties to be ſurmounted in the courſe of 
her purſuit; but thoſe ſhe conſidered as 
only additional motives to excite ardour, 
and give freſh vigour to the chace, which 
had for its object no leſs than the five 
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following favourite gratifications—a huſ- 
band for herſelf, the torments of envy, for 
Lady Margaret Devero, the humiliation 
of a willow for one forſaken maid, to rob 
a ſecond of conqueſt, and to complete, 
after a particular mode of her own, the 
felicity of Lord Haverville. 


How to accompliſh ſo grand a deſign 
was not, even to her Ladyſhip's fertile 
imagination, a matter ſo eaſy as numbers, 
with ſimilar diſpoſitions, and equally ready 
for a like important undertaking, may at 
firſt ſuppoſe. We ſhall not ſay how many 
plans her wiſdom raiſed, how often her 
prudence tumbled them down, what long 
hours her fair eyes refuſed to cloſe upon 
the ſcenes of her meditation, nor count 
the number of times ſhe turned from one 
ſide of her bed to the other, before the 
whole. ſyſtem was arranged to her intire 
ſatisfaction; it was at laſt fixed, that ſhe 


| ſhould not carry on her machinations by 
ſtorm , 
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ſtorm, but rather ſwindle the Viſcount 
from his family, and cheat him out of 
himſelf. Theſe reſolutions invariably 
formed, ſhe touched the repeater that 
hung at the head of her bed; it ſounded 
three quarters after five. For the laſt time 
the turned upon her pillow, fell aſleep, and 
awaked ſtrengthened for the combat by 
noon the next day, 


When Lady Selina came down ſtairs, 
ſhe found the Duke had already break- 
faſted, and was then preparing to go out. 
She ſaw him ſtuffing his pockets with pa- 
pers and parchments, and aſked him, with 
a ſmile, if ſhe ſhould not t fil him out a 
diſh of tea? 


He ſaid no, that he was in great haſte, 
being already beyond the time he had ap- 


pointed to meet two of his good friends, 
with whom he ſhould take a ride into the 
country, and, perhaps, might not come 
back till the next evening. 

B 4 Surely, 
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| Surely, my dear papa, you are not going 
to ride, and ſhe opened her Sa with a 


wide ſtare of ſurpriſe 


And why not? replied his Grace. Do 
you think IT have forgot my horfemanſhip ? 
If you have any more doubts about the 
matter look at my boots, and he held out 


one of his legs with an air of youth and 
Jocularity. 


Lord! I am quite aſtoniſhed ! Why, 
papa, you have net ventured to ride theſe 
twelve years; I am terribly afraid ſome 


accident may happen to you. Now, pray | 


tell me who are going with you. 


Sober, diſcreet, prudent, men, my dear, 


like myſelf. We ſhall neither race or gal- 
lop, fo let me hear no more of your 


fooliſh prognoſtications. 


wi 
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I'n lay my life, papa, Sir Arthur and 
Mr. Pearce are your companions; that 
you are going to Mitfort Abbey; that 
George is grown mighty good; that Miſs 
Palmerſton will get a huſband at laſt, you 
another daughter, and I a new ſiſter. I 
am convinced it muſt be ſo, you look ſo 
young, ſo happy, and ſo merry, that if 
you do not confeſs George is ſoon to be 
married, I ſhall, my dear, dear papa, almoſt 
think you are going to preſent us with a 
mother-1n-law. 


Nothing could be further removed from 
the ſerious apprehenſions of her Ladyſhip,, 
than that ſuch a circumſtance was within 
the chapter of poſſibilities ; but ſhe knew 
how to play about her father, and hoped to 
cozen a ſecret from him, which ſhe ſaw he 
was not willing to divulge ; however, ſhe 
for once miſſed her aim. His Grace was. 
confuſed, not to ſay agitated, and, bidding 
her aſk no more queſtions, ſhuMed. out of 
B 5 the 
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the room, to conceal himſelf from her fur- 
ther obſervation, and meet his friends, Sir 
Arthur White and Mr. Anthony Pearce, 
who were by agreement that very morning to 
conduct the ſuperannuated lover to the feet 
of his automaton miſtreſs, on which occa- 
ſion, the air being remarkably mild, and 
the weather unſeaſonably warm, his Grace 
calculated, that, though an equeſtrian entree 
might not exactly ſuit his age, it would, at 
leaſt, be perfectly adapted to his youthful 
pretenſions, and the only caution his pru- 
dence ſuggeſted as neceſſary, was, that his 
travelling carriage ſhould follow at a ſmall 
diſtance, of which the Duke took poſſeſſion 
as foon as he had got off the ſtones, and did 
not. mount again till within half a mile of 
Mitfort Abbey. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. Ln. 


AD Selina fat in high expeftation - 
of the Viſcount, for he had faid * he 
would come ;” the porter had orders to 
let in no other- viſitor; but that favoured 
one, did not make his appearance. For the 
firſt ten minutes after two, which was the 
hour appointed, ſhe was only ſurpriſed that 
he was not more punctual ; another ten 
added reſentment to ſurpriſe, and the vile 
negligence of the preſent ſet of young 
men was rude, abominable, deteſtable ; 
but: when a clear half hour had elapſed, 

B 6 her 
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her patience was quite exhauſted. I will 
go, ſaid ſhe, in a rage, to his divine 
coulin, there I ſhall find him; if I am not 
to be his confident, I will be his torment ; 
and ſhe actually rang the bell to order her 
chair; but three gentleman-like raps at 
the door changed the diſpoſition of things ; 
he is come, ſhe cry'd; her face reaſſumed 
its uſual ſmile of complacency, her good 
humour was reſtored, and her mind pre- 
pared to give his Lordſhip a gracious re- 
ception, when a ſervant entered, who in- 
ſtead of announcing Lord Haverville, de- 
livered the viſiting ticket of Lord Mar- 
ſham. She threw 1t on the table with an 
air of angry diſguſt, and again ordered her 
chair to be inſtantly got ready, but before 
he had reached the door, it was counter- 
manded on a ſecond notice, more produc- 
tive than the former, 


Fragrant and white as a narciſſus, ſtraight 
and tall as a ſtick of blanched cellery, and 
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r3 
more alive to delicate ſenſations than the 
ſenſitive plant, the pretty Viſcount at once 
made his appearance, and his apologies, 
which being both highly acceptable, were 
moſt graciouſly received. His Lordſhip, 
who was not remarkable. for poſſeſſing ex- 
traordinary gifts of penetration, when ſatiſ- 
fied with the effects, ſeldom gave him- 
felf the trouble to enquire by what cauſes 
they were produced, ſo that he was a 
hundred fathom deep in the well Lady Se- 
lina had contrived to entrap him, without 
perceiving he had made a falſe ſtep. 


She was aware, that where the motive is 
merely meant on the ſcore of compliment, 
a morning viſit from a man of faſhion, 
could not extend to the time neceſſary for 
the completion of her views on Lord Ha- 
verville ; ſhe had therefore prepared fuch 


a delicious banquet for his paſſions, as ſhe 


was quite convinced he would not be able 
to tear himſelf from abruptly, or even at- 
tempt 
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tempt to leave her, till ſhe thought pro- 
per to diſmiſs him. The firſt ' courſe of 
this exquilite repaſt, conſiſted: of his own 
praiſes, in which all his fine talents, parti- 
cularly his taſte for muſic and poetry, the 
extreme ſenſibility of his mind, and the 
delicacy of his diſcernment, were blended 
together with ſo much art and addreſs, as 
could not fail. of being palatable to an ama- 
ture and a lover. The confidence with 
which he began to open himſelf to his kind 
entertainer, | was much encreafed by the 
bon bouch of ſeeing his couſins attractions 
next ſerved up, even more ſkilfully dreſ- 
ſed, and more flavoured than his own, with 
the (pes of refined ne 
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F Was it poſſible 2 man to 3 unmov- 
ed; that the preſent object of his burning 
adoration and frenzical paſſion, was all an- 
gel without, all divinity within; to hear 
it pronounced, and from the lips of a beau- 
titul woman, that Miſs Fairfax was the 


paragon 
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paragon of her ſex, and to hear thoſe very 

lips add, oh ! how happy will be the fa- 

voured object of her choice ! if ſuch a man 

there is, who could hear all this, and hear. 
it with coolneſs, it was not the Viſcount; 

he roſe from his chair, walked about the 
room in agony, ſeemed ſmothered by his 

feelings, returned to his ſeat, begged Lady 

Selina's pardon ; his was a caſe of unpar- 

rallel'd difficulties, unprecedented, embar- 
raſs, and he ended his dolorious rhap- 
ſody, by entreating her com nn . 
dence and advice! 71 | 


Her Ladyſhip liſtened with ineffable 
complacency, and after a moments. con- 
ſideration, ſhe ſaid, I do not know that I 
am wiſe, in owning that I am already in 
poſſeſſion of your ſecret, but it is my hu- 
mour to be candid, and I will therefore 

. confeſs, that ever ſince I met you yeſterday 


morning at Mrs. Edwin's, I have more 
than ſuſpected the ſituation of your heart; 


nay, 
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nay, my Lord, who can ſee you in com- 
pany with Mifs Fairfax, and not find it out, 
but I am fo much your friend, as to begin 
with adviſing you to be more cautious in 


Lou are right, perfectly right, cry'd he, 
J have been much, much too unguarded ; 
I fee it, I fee it, my father certainly ſuſ- 
pects ſomething of the matter; I ſhould 
have been with your Ladyſhip an hour 
fooner, but he cloſetted me, and entangled 
me in a thouſand queſtions, of which I car 


now perceive the whole drift. 


Come, my good Lord, let you and I 
talk coolly and reaſonably together; you 
cannot doubt my wiſh to be your friend, 
when J aſſure you I have paſſed a fleep- 
leſs night in thinking, by what means it 
may be poſſible to make two out of three 
happy, and this I fear is not to be affected, 
but by your union with your enchanting 
coulin, 
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underſtanding, is quite as partial to your 
Lordſhip, as you are to her. Her Lady- 


ſhip's error, though of ſome magnitude, 


was ſwallowed by the Viſcount with more 

than avidity, and the continued, 
am! right ert am 11 wrong ? You have 
aſked my confidence, I accept it as a pledge 
of future friendſhip z Emely and you are 
equally the objects of my regard, yet I 
would rather you ſhould reconcile your 
wiſhes to your duty, and if it is in your 
power, my dear Lord, pray, pray receive 
from the hand of your father, the wife he 
has provided for you; ſame difficulties 
may ariſe, but ſmall ones ſhould be ſur- 
mounted; Louiſa is not Emely, but ſhe is 
paſſable (the word paſſable was uttered 
with a ſignificance of expreſſion, beyond the 
powers of repetitian to do it juſtice} and 
if it were in the nature of things, that you 
could condeſcend to turn to ſuch a piece 
of 
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of ſtill} life as Maſs Beverly, whilſt angel 
animation. beckaned another way, much 
trouble, ſome remorſe perhaps, and many 
family diſſenſions may yet be prevented. 


She pauſed to diſcover, by his reply, 
how much farther ſne might ſafely venture 
to proceed, and finding it fraught with 
love and Emely, without a tincture of re- 
ſentment for the ſlighting terms in which 
ſhe had mentioned Louiſa, the topic was 
renewed by her Ladyſhip with all the figu- 
rative advantages that could be derived 
from ſpeech, action and ne. 


Forgive me, ** Haverville, . plain 
ſpeaking has been always my fault, this hu- 
mour of mine has withſtood all the efforts of 
faſhion, and preſerved its ſhape amidſt its 
greateſt enemies, which are undoubtedly a 
poliſhed education and polite circles; it is to 
this ſentiment you owe my acceptance of 
your confidence, and that Iam inclined to re- 

turn 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 19 


turn it with my own, and it now prompts 
me to tell you, that I have heard you 
blamed for forming ſerious attachments, 
mearly for the pleaſure of breaking them. 
His Lordſhip looked rather filly, and was 
going to ſay ſomething in his own defence, 
when ſhe put an end both to his intention 
and his ſpeech, by aſſuring him, with the 
ſweeteſt ſmile in the world, that ſhe her- 
ſelf was not amongſt the number of his 
accuſers ; on the contrary, I declare, upon 
my honor, I think your ſex have a right 
to change your inclinations as often as you 
pleaſe ; you ſee one, to day you fancy her 
charming ; a week, a month, a year, your 
paſſions miſlead, or rather it is we that 
miſlead you; for as we are now tg. unite 
ourſelves in the bands of friendſhip, 1 will 
own to you, that of all e . 
woman is the moſt e, 0 
There muſt be one exception to che 
general rule, ſaid the Viſcount, and kiſſed 


her hand with fervor, 
Piſh ! 
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Piſh! cry'd ſhe, withdrawing her hand; lt © 
but with an emotion of delight, which, 


with all her infinite ſtock of addreſs, the WM 
could hardly contain, how can you be fo f. 
provoking ! I tell you all women are de- 

ceivers; and I am at this very moment 4 5 


deceiving you; did I not juſt now per- 
ſuade you to marry Miſs Beverly, and yet, 
if you had followed my advice, I ſhould 
have thought you diſtracted. 


- But my dear Lady Selina, am I not to 
believe you was fincere in your encomi- 
ums on my divine couſin, and that you 
with me ſucceſs in that quarter ? 


I baniſh you my preſence for ever, re- 
plied ſhe, if you preſume but once to doubt 
my friendſhip for Emcly, or my fidelity to 
you; I have no wiſh fo near my heart, as 
to witneſs the union of its two deareſt 
friends; my diſpoſition is too much like 

your own, too warm, too ſanguine, too 
ardent, 


21 
ardent, to wait the dull formalities of time 
in my choice of a friend; friendſhip is 
like love, and with me muſt be at firſt 

ſight,” or not at all, 
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And will your Ladyſhip condeſcend to 
be my advocate with the beloved object. 


Conditionally, my Lord; you may ab- 
ſolutely command my ſervices in any form 
you can make them uſeful, and my condi- 
tions are, that you ſhall diſguife your new 
paſſion, not only from Lord Delborough's 
further inſpection, but from Emely her- 
ſelf; from Miſs Beverly, her ſimple bros 
ther in law, and her prude of a ſiſter ; leave 
the reſt to me, 1 ſhall often call in Grafton- 
Street, and ſometimes make up your fami- 
ly party in St. James's-Square ; but theſe 
reconnoitering expeditions muſt not pre- 
vent you from coming to me every morn- 
ing before I go out, that we may ſettle the 
buſineſs of the day, and when matters are, 


mn 
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your happineſs ſhall meet with no repelling 
_ delays on my part. 1 


Lord n was fo compleatly 3 
duped by all theſe, and a thouſand other ¹⁵ 
fine promiſes, that before they parted, he 
was quiteas much the ſlave of Lady Selina's 4 
artifice, as of his own ungovernable incli- 
nations. He agreed to her propoſals with 3 
a violence of gratitude, that almoſt ſeemed i 
to overwhelm, and bear down all the other 
feelings of his very ſuſceptible diſpoſition ; 3 
in ſhort, the bird was fairly caught, and 
her Ladyſhip drew the net ſo cautiouſly if 
over her prize, that he ſtill fancied himſelf i 
at liberty; did not diſcover that his wings 
were clipped, or that ſhe held the ſtring, to 
whoſe check he muſt now patiently ſubmit ; 
he chirp'd round her in the fool's paradiſe, 
to which ſhe had tranſported him, and 
peck'd from her fair hand the focal chaff il 


— enſnared him. 
After 


* 
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Aſter this firſt interview, his Lordſhip's 
morning viſits were renewed-daily, at An- 
grave Houſe, and as they increaſed in 
number, the confidental conferences be- 
came longer and longer, till; at laſt, nei- 
ther the Viſcount, or Lady Selina, found 
themſelves quite comfortable when ſepa- 
rated; for if they were not abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to the felicity, it is certain they 
were to the deſigns of each other, which 
brought them exactly to the ſame point 
where adventures of this kind generally 


terminate. £ 


4 


From the commencement to the con- 
cluſion of theſe private interviews, there 
was no change in her Ladyſhip's ſyſtem of 
proceeding, or any addition to her firſt 
motives for wiſhing to draw off the atten- 
tion of Lord Haverville from all other 
women, and fixing them on herſelf ; but 
various were the alterations, and many the 
changes the Viſcount's fluttering heart 
had 


had experienced in the faſcinating ſchool 
of confidental friendſhip; for whilft he 
thought the praiſes of one miſtreſs was 
alone intoxicating to his ſenſes, he was 
giving way to a ſtill newer inclination, and 
at the ſame moment that he dwelt delight- 
ed on the theme of her oratory, he inſen- 
fibly paid homage to the ſucceſsful ora- 
treſs, in whom he never failed to diſcover 
ſome perfection, charm, or ſingular beauty, 
which he had before overtooked, and then 
would wonder at his own blindneſs. 
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ADY Selina Dangle was à frequent 
| viſitor in Grafton-Street, and St. 
James's- Square; unperceived, ſhe go 
verned the motions of both houſes, but 
played her deep ſtake ſo pleaſantiy for the 
loſers, chat not one of the party ſuſpetted 
there was either mim ach the 
game. 

As far as profeſſions could go, her Lady- 
ſhip was the avowed and everlaſting friend 
of both, Miſs Fairfax and Miſs Beverly; 
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the former might obſtruct her views on 
the Viſcount, bu: as theſe views extended 
only to the poſſeſſion of a . prudent eſtab- 
liſnment, ſhe merely regarded her as a 
troubleſome ſort of girl, who ſhe had al- 
ready planned how to get rid of whenever 
it ſuired her convenience ; but with the 
latter the caſe was far different, and the 
ſentiments ſhe entertained for Miſs Bever- 
ly, wore quite another complection; this 
volatile young Lady of quality, before ſhe 
ſuppoſed him a diſinherited man, and no 
better than a ſoldier of fortune, had per- 
mitted herſelf to imagine the predilection 
ſhe felt for Colonel Fairfax, was perfectly 
arcadian, and even when ſhe relinquiſhed 
her project of making him a huſband, truth 
forces us to add, ſhe felt no reluctance at 
the idea of admitting him to her preſence, 
under the leſs authorative appellation of a 
ciciſbeo. | 


Now 
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Nov it ſo happened that Col. Fairfax, 
who really was a man of honor, acting as all. 
men of honour would or ſnould have done in 
his ſituation, diligently confined to his own. 
beating boſom, the ſecret of his unfortu- 
nate attachment to the affianced wife of 
his noble relation; it was the firſt ſerious 
paſſion in which his heart had ever been 
engaged; but notwithſtanding the locks, 
bolts and bars with which he guarded his 
lips, it had ſome how or other found a 
paſſage through his eyes, ſo far at leaſt, as 
to make itſelf viſible to the eagle eye of 
penetrating jealouſy. Though Louiſa was in 
no other ſhape, except being too good, too 
amiable, too handſome, acceſſary to the 
torments Lady Selina felt on making a diſ- 
covery, ſo little to the advantage of her 
own powers of captivation ; nothing could 
equal the ſtrength of her reſentment, but 
the warmth of her advances to become the 
friend and confident of her unconſcious 
rival; ſhe queſtioned her about Lord 

C 2 Haverville ; 
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Haverville; was he really the object of 
her choice ? how long had ſhe known him ? 
where did ſhe meet with him? was it love 
at firſt ſight, 'or a ſober diſcreet affair, 
made up by ſober difereet friends, for the 
ſober purpoſe of uniting two dirty eſtates 
in one? Louiſa would laugh at her inter- 
rogations, and reply to them in ſuch a man- 
ner, as flattered her hopes, that in with- 
drawing the Viſcount from his fealty, ſhe 
ſhould give a ſhock 'to her ſweetly com- 
poſed ſtate of happineſs. 


In all Lady Selina's examinations, and 
croſs examinations of Mifs Beverly, ſhe 
could not find out a concealed thought in 
her innocent heart, that ſeemed to harbour 
an idea of Colonel Fairfax; ſhe would 
talk of him, or with him; hear his good 
qualities ſpoken of by others, or atinounce 
them herſelf; and all this ſhe could do 
without heſitation, without bluſhing, with- 
out teferve; the wiſe fay theſe are not 
ſymptoms 
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{>mptoms of love, and Louiſa was acquit - 
ed by Lady Selina, But when I take her 
pretty Viſcount, ſays ſhe, in a mental ſo- 
hiloque, and leave her at liberty, may the 
not be leſs inſenſible to the Colonel? I 
muſt make her believe his affections are 
my own, and when ſhe is ſufficientij mor- 
tified by my marriage with the other, her 
friends of courſe, to drive away ſpleen, will 
whirl her out of tawn ; thus I ſhalt get rid 
of her, and the dear Colonel will never 
have a chance of ſeeing her again. The 
plan was no fooner formed than exccuted; 
the invented the prettieſt tale imaginable, 
and Miſs Beverly believed the evidence of 
her pathetic words, and more pathetic 
tears, that the tendereſt attachment did 
exiſt between them, which ſhe ſhould, by 
the interpoſition of her father's authority, 
be obliged to facrifice to his ungovernable 
avarice, a ſecret the would not, for worlds, 
repoſe in any boſom but that oy her * | 
pathetic Louiſa. 
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Acting under the influence of her Lady- 
ſhip's unerring judgment, Lord Haver- 
ville, by her direction, ſeemed to recover 
from his ſluggiſh inactivity ; his language 
was again impaſſioned, and his attentions 
vnremutting; he wrote verſes on Miſs 
Beverly; complained of the redious delays 
to his happineſs; curſed the lawyers for 
their tardineſs, and never looked towards 
his lovely couſin, but when he was ſure 
nobody ſaw him. Lady Selina's beha- 
viour to the Colonel, was alſo as agreeably 
xeverſed ; the very few diſtinftions he was 
inclined to ſhew her, ſhe not only graci- 
ouſly received, but met them with avidity, 
and was effectually reſtored to the good 
graces of Lord Delborough. Thus through 
the channel of a little deſception, ſmoothly 
rolled the tide of good humour in St. 
James's- Square, where the party aſſembled 
themſelves together every day, 'till Lady 
Dorothy's remains were depoſited, and 
ill the young ladies were preſented at St. 
ti A | James's 
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James's. What afterwards happened to in- 

creaſe or diminiſh their harmony, will be 

the ſubject of our future pages; we ſhall 
only add to the length of this chapter, that 
Lady Selina, at the. preſent period, had 
ſung, played, languiſhed, and ogled herſelf 
into almoſt a fair diviſion of the Viſcount's 
affections ; that the Duke of Angrave had 
not as yet promulgated to his family, that 
he thought himſelf marriageable, being 
perhaps afraid they might not yet think he 
was arrived at the years of di/cretion ; that 
his Grace was a conſtant reſident at Mit-. 

fort Abbey, and that he never came to 
town, except it was to hurry the lawyers. 
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| VERY branch of the Delborough 
| family, which were numerous and of 
high rank, had, previous to the preſenta- 
tion, received from the Earl an introduc- 
tion to his newly acknowledged nephew 
and niece : T hey had alſq paid their com- 
phments to his daughter elect, and attended 
in their ſuit when they went to the drawing- 
room. Lady Selina was preſent, but not 
cf the family party, yet ſhe contrived to 
| ſtand near them. Lady Margaret Devero 
too was there, and obſerving that Mrs. 
TEES | Edwin 
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Edwin did not make the waiſt fighre! in 
the circle, ſhe condeſrended to honour her 
with a ſmiling courteſy. Miſs Beverly wure 
flight mourning. . Miſs Fairfax was as 
deep as for a mother, which made Lady 
Selina ſay to her in a whiſper, dl my 
dear, why would you wear black gloves, 
when your old aunt did not leave you the 
neceſſary legacy? At the time this was 
ſaid, Emely's whole attention was directed 
to an object on the oppoſite ſide, ſo that 
ſhe neither heard or anſwered the imperti- 
nent enquiry. Her Ladyſhip's eyes imme 
diately followed the direction to Which 
hers gave the lead; but not like Emely, did 
the feel pleaſure or gratification in fixing 
them on a very young woman, dreſſed en 
bride, whoſe imminent pretenſions to beau- 
ty was far from being 2 letter of recom- 
mendation to Lady Selina's good word, or 
good offices ; and ſhe ſaid, peeviſhly, what 
are you looking at, Mifs Pairfix > The 
bride is well enough, and may have gained 
A E-4 we 
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a huſband by her charms; but what is that 
to you or to me? Why ſhould you be 
deaf, dumb, inſenſible, and all but blind? 

Remember you have ſix other ſenſes be- 
ſides fight, and pray do not ſwallow them 
all up in one. 


Emely, who, with genuine delight, was 
examining the moſt lovely countenance in 
the world, imagined her gay friend meant 
to reprove the earneſtneſs of her inſpection. 
She felt the check, recalled her attention, 
and bluſhed at the idea of having indulged 
her admiration beyond the limits of faſhion- 
able-preſcriptipn. She was ſurpriſed that 
every other eye, as well as her own, had 
not been equally attracted to the ſame 
point of view, and what will ſound rather 
incredible, ſhe really did not obſerve, that 
herſelf and Miſs Beverly had divided be- 
tween. them the favourable. critic of the 
whole male circle, 


At 
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At her requeſt Lord Haverville enquired 
amongſt his acquaintance who the Lady 
was that had engaged ſo much of her at- 
tention ? He ſoon came back with the 
information that her father was a doctor 
of divinity, his name Pladlow, that ſhe had 
married Mr. Aſhford, the eldeſt fon of 
Lord - Danzey, and that this.was her firſt 
bridal appearance. Lady Selina happened 
to have moved from her ſituation near 
Emely, when the Viſcount brought her 
this intelligence. Had it reached her La- 
dyſhip, ſhe, probably, on hearing the names 
of Pladlow and Aſhford, would immedi- 
ately have entered on her brother's hiſtory, 
which ſhe had hitherto.neglected to enter- 
tain Emely with, owing to the multiplicity 
and complication of her Ladyſhip S OWN 
private affairs. | 


Their Majeſties and the Royal Family 
now entered, and the drawing-room com- 
menced. Miſs Fairfax was e 

| C6 and 
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and after her Miſs Beverly, the Dowager 
Ducheſs of ——, as the Earl's neareſt 
relation announced them, the charms of 
their perſons, and elegance of their move- 
ments, acquired new graces from a timidity 
natural to them, but rather heightened on 
the occaſion, yet not allied to affectation, 
or amounting to abſolute baſhfulneſs, 


A gentlemau, who had ſtood near, and 
obſerved the preſentation, as ſoon as the 
King and Queen were paſſed on, faid to 
Emely, I feel for you, Miſs Fairfax, and 
for all young Ladies in your fituation ; it is 
a tremendous ceremony! She knew the 
rank of the perſon who made the obſer- 
vation, and modeſtly replied, I am per- 
ſuaded, Sir, it is my awkwardneſs that has 
gained for me the honour of your pity, 


No, really, returned he, I never faw any 


eee eee 
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Ads bur oonſasnow;!;initharkinge' Bü 
thing rather awful in the face of Majeſty 3 


There is ſomething, Sir, fud ſhe, in the 
faces of their Majeſties that informs me, 
if I am unhappy they will compaſſionate 
me, and that if I am oppreſſed they will 
redreſs me. The gentleman bowed, - laid 
his hand on his breaft, and looked an ape 


proving aſſennt. 6 lot 


This day ob theiv'public urbane way 
a day of trial to the ever varying, ever 
reſtleſs Viſcount—Lonifa had never ſhone 

to greater advantage. He gazed at her 
|  fweet intelligent countenance, and was half 
perſuaded to be conſtant ; but his couſin, 
his divine couſin! It was impoſkble!'He 
almoſt fainted under the weight af his 
raptures ! He muſt ſpeak, or die! He 
malt give utterance ta his love, or it would 
burſt his bolam ! He conveys. himſelf to 
Angrave-houſe. Lady Sclina lings to him, 


pon. 
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plays to him, ſmiles upon him, flatters, 
cajoles him, and he is comforted. He 
intreats her permiſſion to declare, under the 
ſeal of ſecreſy, a little of his paſſion to 
Emely herſelf; ſhe might otherwiſe be- 
ſtow her heart on a rival. Rivals he muſt 
expect. He ſaw plainly how it would be. 
She had created many to his certain know- 
ledge that morning; not a man in the 
circle but was faſcinated. * He had been 
tormented to death with queſtions, and not 
the leaſt chance remained for him, unleſs 
he might venture to affure her of her 
power over his affections, that nothing 
ſhould obſtruct his pretenſions, and that 
he would find the means to diſſolve his 
other engagement without offending his 
father or Miſs Beverly, if ſhe would but 
grant him time, and promiſe to wait for 
him. He concluded his vehement rhapſody 
in theſe words: „In the name of mercy, 
do not tell me I ſhall act like a mad 
Man * — | 
gt Lady 


* 
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Lady Selina, inſtead of oppoſing, highly 
approved the propoſition, and the only in- 
junctions ſhe laid on his tranſported Lord- 
ſhip were, that he ſhould intruſt none but 
Miſs Fairfax with his ſecret, and not di- 
vulge it even to her till her brother was 
gone to France, where he had ſignified to 
his friends he was obliged to go on N 
cular buſineſs. 


Now, faid ſhe, during his ſhort abſence, 
all this affair may be quietly ſettled ; but 
if you tell Emely before he is out of the 
way, ſhe, in her firſt emotions of joy, con- 
fides it to him, and he has ſuch high noti- 
ons, that ten to one he does you more 
harm than good with his ſiſter. | For theſe 
reaſons I only command you to ſilence tilt 
the coaſt is clear; you may then ſpeak to 
the purpoſe, and depend on it I will in- 
tirely devote myſelf to the intereſt of you 
both. We ſhall eaſily enough break off 
with Miſs Beverly. She mult conſole her 

dit. 
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diſappointed hopes by accepting a lover of 
leſs conſequence than your Lordſhip. We 
will hereafter make her a fort of engine in 
the buſineſs. With ſuchaninexhauſtable fund 
of what the wife call ſentiment, modera- 
tion, compoſure, and ſuch ſtupid nonſenſe, 

it will be eaſy to perſyade her to ſay and 
do juſt as we pleaſe. Oh! it will be de- 
lightfully ridiculous to hear her declare to 
Lord Delborough that it is all her own 
fault. He will think you hardly uſed, and 
then, my Lord, you have nothing to do 
but demand the lovely Emely in retribu- 
tion for your miſtreſs's fickleneſs, and as 

a reward for your own fufferings. 


The Viſcount was no longer able to re- 
ſtrain his raptures, but as a repetition of 
them 15 not abſolutely neceſſary to this part 
of our hiſtory, we ſhall paſs them over in 
filence, and only ſay, why Lady Selina 
cloſed ſo readily with his Lordſhip's plan 
of entering into an immediate explanation 

ww. With 


DI IOROVen runner. 4 


with Miſs Fairfax, which propoſal ſeems to 
put her own deſigns on his white hand and 
pretty perſon at a ſtill greater diſtance. 
The diſcovery did not appear to her in 
that light; on the contrary, it was the very 
ſcheme ſhe had herſelf projected, and would 
have advanced, if Lord Haverville had not 
ſpared her the trouble, by anticipating her 
intentions, he with a view to make himſelf 
ſure of Emely, ſhe with the much better 
founded expectation of ſeparating them for 
ever. She was too well acquainted with 
her ſcrupulous rectitude, to entertain a 
doubt of her making the Earl acquainted 
with his ſon's declared attachment, and 
too much diſcernment, not to perceive that 
the conſequence. of ſuch a communication 
could only end in an eternal ſeparation, 
Thus being rid of both claimants, there 
was no poflible obſtruction remaining to 
impede her enterance into the Delborough 
family, every member of which, the Colo- 
nel excepted, was conſidered by her Lady- 
ſhip 


42 DELBOROUGH FAMILYs 


ſhip with as perfect indifference as the 
moſt modern couple feel ſor each other 
ſix months after marriage. We have al- 
ready given her reaſons for ſeeking the 
alliance, and it would be mere tautology 
to repeat them, | 
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EFORE. Colonel Fairfax more gene- 
rally ſignified his intention of making 

a ſhort excurſion to the Continent, he had 
appriſed his uncle of the real cauſe that 
induced him to undertake it, all but the 
unfortunate event in the early days of poor 
Henry, which had fatally blighted his 
youth. This alone he buried in the ſecret 
receſſes of his heart, and friendſhip threw 
a veil over the recollection of it, which 
he never attempted to lift, but with tender- 
| m_ pity, and reſpect, 
| Mrs. 


44 DELBQOROUGH FAMILY 


Mrs. Edwin was a particular favourite 


of the old Peer, and though at firſt he 
violently diſapproved of his nephew's 


leaving town, at a time when the ſmiles of 


youth, beauty, rank and riches, invited him 
to ſtay ; yet, on being aſſured this ſhort 
abſence might be the means of happineſs 
to the charming widow, he had reluctantly 
conſented, but under certain reſtrictions 
and limitations, one of which was to pre- 
ſerve his heart againſt all foreign invaders, 
the other to, return within ſix weeks, and 
offer it to the acceptance of Lady Selina 
Dangle. To theſe conditions he made no 
demur. For accompliſhing the two firſt 
he depended on himſelf, and for a decided 
rejection of the laſt, on Lady Selina, who, 
notwithſtanding her duplicity, he plainly, 
and with extreme fatisfa&tion, remarked, 
no longer entertained thoſe ſentiments for 
him, which, though they might have done 
him honour, had never contributed to his 
felicity. | 

N Mrs, 
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Mrs. Edwin might, and it is moſt pro- 
bable ſhe did, ſuſpect what were indeed 
his benevolent reaſons for croſſing the 
Channel; but he had never, by declaring 
them, put it in her power either to dif- 
ſuade him from purſuing his plan, or an- 
nouncing her own gratitude ; to his fiſter 
he was equally ſilent. Her obligations to 
ſo dear, fo tender, ſo intereſting, a friend, 
made it a too dangerous experiment to 
truſt her with his confidence. He even 
did not name the day or time when he 
ſhould leave them; but only ſaid, in gene- 
ral terms, it would be foon, that he ſhould 
take his horſes and uſe them the greateſt 
part of the way. He aſked their com- 
mands for Patis, but did not mention 
Dejon in the map of his travels ; and it 
was with the utmoſt ſurpriſe that they 
heard of his departure the very morning 
after they had all been together at the 
drawing-room; perhaps two days before 
he did not intend it ſhould have been quite 
es 
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fo abrupt; but the agonies of a concealed, 
a hopeleſs paſſion, had, on that occaſion, 
with ſtrong irreſiſtible language forced 
upon him a truth, to which his lingering 
inclinations had before refuſed to liſten. 
They told him, that by indulging his 
ſight with an object which never could 
be his, neither wiſdom or honour could 
- juſtify; it was a ſituation full of dangers, 
againſt which the valour of a ſoldier could 
make no defence, and that in his perilous 
caſe to fly from danger could alone inſure 
a victory. He would not even truſt him- 
{elf with joining his friends at dinner in 
St. James's-Square. The tortures of that 
day had been more than he was well able 
to ſupport : From the Drawing-Room he, 
therefore, was conveyed to his lodgings in 
Dover-Street, and ſpent the few remain- 
1! ing hours, between five in the evening and 
6 in the morning, in giving directions for 
his journey, regulating ſome of his domeſtic 
affairs, examining into his own heart, now 
8 ſorrowing 
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ſorrowing over its deranged ſituation, and 
now rejoicing that it would avoid the af- 
flicting trial, which muſt cruſh it to atoms, 
of witneſſing the awful ceremony, that was 
to beſtow on Lord Haverville the hand of 
Miſs Beverly. His nocturnal cogitations 
were unmixed with the viſions of ſleep, 
his wretchedneſs forbid him to court re- 
poſe, and ſhe 1s a dainty dame, who will not 
come uninvited. | 


Thomas Parr had in vain pleaded 
warmly, and, with tears in his eyes, for 
leave to go with his maſter. The refuſal 
_ proceeded from humane fears, that ſuch a 
journey, at ſuch a ſeaſon, would do his old 
ſervant no good; but to ſpare him the 
mortification of thinking himſelf paſt his 
ſervices, he gave quite another turn to the 
cauſe, why he rejected the prayer of his 
humble and affe ctionate petition, and tho? 
Thomas was unhappy in being forced to 
ſtay behind, he was proud of the numerous 

com- 
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commiſſions with which his maſter had in- 
truſted him, for the Colonel thought of 
many little offices calculated to afford him 
amuſement, and give him ſelf- importance; 
they were the employments of benevolence 
rather than the offices of ſervitude. In one 
command only he was eventually intereſted; 
this was delayed to the laſt moment, ut - 
tered in tremulous accents with precipi- 
zancy, and with agitation. 


Thomas, ſaid he, his foot was in the 
ſtirrup, and Thomas's hand ſtill reſted on 
the ſaddle, as loth to quit his ſtation at 
the ſide of his kind maſter, Thomas, ſaid 
he, giving him a ſcrap of paper, here is 
my future direction, you are not to men- 
tion it to any body, particularly to Mrs. 
Edwin, or my ſiſter, but you will be every 
day in St. James's-Square; write to me 
the moment Lord Haverville is. He 
pauſed, his head drooped. — Thomas 
FIN It. was oa the convenience of 
| making 
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making himſelf heard, and to ſhew that 
he could not only hear his words, but anti- 
cipate his meaning, he replied, I know what 
your Honour is going to ſay ; I am to write 
to your Honour as ſoon as the young Lord, 

your coulin, is eſpouſed to Madam Beverly. 

The Colonel bowed himſelf in token of 
aſſent, not another ſyllable paſſed his lips, 
he turned from the door, and permitted 
his horſe to proceed as he pleaſed til 
within twenty yards of St. James's-Square, 
where he laid a gentle reſtraint on his 
ſpeed, to indulge the idea of the many 
hours he had there ſpent with her whom 
his ſoul adored, . but whom his honour 
forced him to relinquiſh. 


Thomas was charged by his maſter with 
the delivery of two notes, one to Lord 
Delborough, the other to Mrs. Edwin, 
written in affected high ſpirits, to bid his 
friends a ſhort adieu, with apologies for 
the ſuddeneſs of his departure, and pro- 


VOL, V, D miſes 
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miſes of a ſpeedy return. There was alſo 
a meſſage for Mrs. Bridget Deacon; ſo 
neither of the families being up when he 
called at the Earl's and in Grafton-Street, 
he left the notes with the reſpective por- 
ters, and proceeded to Groſvenor- Square, 
not to loſe time in executing the orders 
that, in his methodical calculation ſeemed 
to require diſpatch. This momentous bu- 
ſineſs was to acquaint the houſekeeper 
that his maſter, at the requeſt of his ſiſter 
and Miſs Beverly, had conſented to put, 
under the protection of each, one of his 
late aunt's four-footed favourites—Spider, 
a very pretty Italian greyhound, was deſti- 
ned by the Colonel for Emely, and Pom- 
pey, the prince of beauty, the very para- 
gon of his ſpecies, had been ſelected as 
the companion of Louiſa, which made 
Mrs. Deacon obſerve, as ſhe kiſſed and 
delivered them into the arms of Thomas, 
that it was a thouſand pities he had not 


given the handſomeſt to his ſiſter. 
5 It 
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It is no pity at all, Ma'am, fays Tho- 
mas, an't the Lady who takes Pompey to 
be a perſon of quality? and an't my maſ- 
ter as fond of her as if he was going to 
marry her himſelf? that he is to my cer- 
tain knowledge ! where then is the pity ? 
Miſs Emely is above being ſpiteful, and 
will never grumble I warrant you, ſo ſet 
your heart at reſt, Mrs. Bridget ; they-will 
be taken good care of, have them who - 
may, ay, and be made as much of too as 
ever they were in all their born days. 


I have no doubt of that, replied Mrs. 
Deacon. He gave me as many charges 
before my Lady's corps was carried out 
of the houſe, about taking care of all the 
dear Httle ſouls, as if they had been every. 
one his own children, and heaven will bleſs 
him for his reverence to the dead, as well 
as for his generoſity to the living. By the 
concluſion of this pathetic ſpeech we may 


draw a rational inference, that Colonel 
D 2 Fairfax, 
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Fairfax, in his adminiſtation, had not neg- 
lected to be gracious and liberal, or for- 
gotten to reward the merits of his aunt's 
taithful domeſtics. 

It is to be lamented, that in works of 
this ſort, the author is ſometimes forced 
to burthen his anecdotes with ſcenes which 
may not happen to ſtrike his reader, as 
being either important or intereſting; toſteer 
clear of this rock, againſt which ſo many 
wiſer hiſtorians than ourſelves have fatally 
ſplit, -we ſhall, for the preſent, deſiſt from 
ſpinning out the thread of dialogue, and 
in ſimple, conciſe narrative, relate what 
effect the news of our Colonel's departure 
produced, and by what conſequences it 
was attended, on which ſuperſtructure we 
ſhall raiſe the edifice of our next chapter. 


CHAP. 
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HAF. LVIk 
N 40 
1 RD Deiboroagh, heartily . ihe 
and ſanguinely hoped, to ſee luis ne- 
phew connected with the houſe df An- 
grave, the fair daughter of which had fo 
effectually caſt a miſt over his eyes, as to | 
make it impoſſible for him to diſtinguiſh 
between ſhadow and ſubſtance; ſhe played 
off ſo many fine qualities ; threw herſelf 
into ſo many amiable ſituations, by the 
light of her own magic lantern, as not only 
do eſtabliſh her fame with the peer, but · to 
gain very conſiderably on the good opi- 
1 nion 
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nion of Louiſa, and the entire confidence of 
Emely, who admired the mild ſedateneſs, 
the plaintive ſweetneſs, that an early ac- 
quaintance with ſorrow had impreſſed on 
the features of Miſs Beverly, preſided in 
her movements, and governed her expreſ- 
ſions ; but ſhe loved the animated, good- 
humoured affable Lady Selina; and if ſhe 
had looked round the world for a young 
friend, with whom to repoſe every thought 
of her heart, the choice would have fallen 
on Lady Selina; it was not the error of 
judgment, it was the fruits of integrity; 
ſhe had never practiſed deceit, or been 
deceived; was it poſſible then for a novice 
like her, to know any thing about hypocri- 
iy, much leſs to look for it in a female 
boſom, and that female a woman of qua- 


by, 


The morning on which her brother the 
himſelf away, ſhe had promiſed Lady Se- 


lina, who 1 was ſetting to Coſway for” her 
picture, 
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picture, to go with her, if ſne would call 
and take her up; but when Mrs. Edwin 
acquainted her with the contents of the 
note, and ſhe found her dear Charles had 
taken a French leave, ſhe ſent a billet to 
her Ladyſhip, apologizing for nat keeping 
her engagement, and as an excuſe for 
breaking it, pleaded her ſpirits, that fuf- 
fered from the abruptneſs with which her 
brother had departed that morning for the 
continent. 5 55 


Mrs. Edwin, when ſhe ROWES that 
he was really gone, being too A tog- 
vinced from what motives he 5; te under- 
taken the journey ; and though ſhe kneyr 
chat he could be but 2 few miles from 
town at the time ſhe opened and read ths 
adieus, felt as if her own exiſtence depend- 
ed on the immediate moment, or as if the 
interview between him and Henry had al- 
ready taken place, which was to revive her 
almoſt. extinguiſhed hopes of felicity, or 

| D 4 confirm 


C 
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confirm her yet ſuſpended miſery; for 
never had ſhe. been able to perſuade her 
faithful heart, that, the being, ſo infinitely 
dear to it, would for ever continue unjuſt 
to her and to himſelf. Unwilling to diſcover 
her agitation in the preſence of Emely, 
ſhe excuſed herſelf from getting up, 
complained of a head-ach, and deſired ſhe 
would fend her a diſh of tea. Emely felt 
her hand, it was cold as ice; ſhe was 
alarmed, and would have ſent that moment 
for a phyſician, but Mrs. Edwin calm'd 
her fears, by aſſuring her, ſleep was an in- 
fallible doctor, begged ſhe might not be 
diſturbed whilſt conforming to his regi- 
men, and promiſed to join her below, as 
foon as ſhe had taken a ſufficient quantity 
of the reſtoring medicine. Such were the 
effects produced by the Colonel's note in 
Gtaſton- Street. That directed to Lord 
Delborough, was opened in preſence of the 
Viſcount. The Peer wiſhed his nephew 


had let Lady Selina into a little of his 
mind, 
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mind, before he ſat out on his expedition; 
but Lord Haverville rejoiced that he had 
taken himſelf off. The rapidity of his 
impatience was not to be reſtrained, he 
took flight on the wings of love, and ſoon 
after alighted at the feet of his * 


coulin. 


Mrs. Edwin was not yet come down 
ſtairs, and Emely was ſetting quite alone, 
when his Lordſhip appeared. before | her. 
She had taught herſelf to look on him as 
another brother, and with the ſame modeſt 
alfectionatẽ · freedom ſhe would have offer- 
ed her hand to the one, ſhe held it out to 
the other; we need not ſay that it was re- 
ceived with rather more than emotions of 
fraternal tenderneſs. by. the tranſported 
Viſcount ; nor did he again reſign it, till 
he had involved her in aſtoniſhment, diſ- 
treſs and confuſion, by opening the whole 
contents of his love fraught heart; ſhe re- 
mained pale, trembling, ſilent ; ſhe. nei- 

D 5 ther 
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ther looked at, or hſtened to him, but 
with the horrors of an affrighted imagina- 
tion; the eruelty with which he was acting 
to the amiable injured Louiſa, made her 
regard him with abhorrence, if not con- 
tempt. She was terrified with the idea of 
her uncle's diſappointment, and ſicken' d 
at the thoughts, that though the innocent 
occaſion of it, ſhe ſhonld become the ob- 
ject of his rage and everlaſting diſpleaſure. 
Ahl my Lord, what are you about! ſhe 
exclaimed with frantic diſcompoſure, re- 
call your ſenſes! think of your dear, your 
deceived Louiſa! never, never more in- 
fult me with a converſation that threatens 
all, every body with ruin! hide this error 
from the knowledge of Ms Beverly, and 
oh ! for mercy ſake, conceal it from my 
uncle | though her affections were unin- 
tereſted, her fears were ſo alarmed, that 
burſting into tears, ſhe broke from his 
paſſionate endeavours to detain her, and 


0 his n to go or ſtay as he 
pleaſcd, 
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pleaſed, flew to Mrs. Edwin, poured-all 
her innocent ſorrows into her boſom, re- 
ceived the tendereſt conſolation, and the 
moſt ſalutary council; whilſt the Viſcount, 
after waiting a conſiderable time, in hopes 
ſhe would come back, or at leaſt fend him 
a meſſage, left the houſe in all the tortures 
of love, and all the agonies of deſpair. |, 
The perplexity of his thoughts, as he walk- 
ed towards St. James's-Square, are not to 
be deſcribed; one moment he would re- 
veal his fituatien to his father; he would 
aſſert his independence of choice; the 
next, ſuch a ſtep would hazard the exqui- 
ſite delight of breathing the ſame air; 
ſetting at the ſame table, and feaſting his 
eyes on the beauties of his divine couſin; 
his father would contrive to ſeparate them 
for ever, even if he but ſurmiſed, ſhe im- 
peded the completion of his other views ; 
for the fame reaſon it would be equally 
dangerous to throw himſelf at this æra, on 
the compaſſion of Miſs Beverly, which he 
D 6 had 


- 
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had before meditated, for ſhould ſhe be in- 
clined to bear the odium of fickleneſs, ſo 
ſudden a change in her ſentiments might 
give ſuſpicions, and produce the very con- 
ſequences, which, of all others, he moſt 
dreaded. Had Emely received him fa- 
vourably; had ſhe betrayed the leaſt ſymp- 
toms of that partiality with which Lady 
Selina had flattered him, every thing would 
have worn a different aſpect; as it was, he 
curſed his own precipitancy, and with the 
expectation that Miſs Fairfax would as 
uſual dine in St. James's-Square, aſſured 
too, there was no reaſon to ſuppoſe ſhe 
would diſcover him, who was ſo afraid that 
he ſhould diſcover himſelf, he at laſt came 
to a reſolution of behaving as he uſed to do, 
till by opportunity, importunity, the eſ- 
ſence of his tears, and the æther of his 
ſighs, he had melted the mountains of ice 
in her frozen boſom, and penetrated to the 
warm region of her heart; we beg our 
readers to obſerve, this is not our own 


Proper 
6 
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proper language, it belongs to a deſperate, 
deſponding, ſighing, dying lover; it was 
ws language of Lord Haverville. 


Some of his ealentictives were not erro- 
neous; at the dinner hour the two ladies, 
as uſual, made their appearance at Lord 
Delborough's. Sir James Archer, and his 
party, had arrived there a few minutes 
before them; Emely's knees ſmote each 
other, and her whole delicate frame trem- 
bled as ſhe entered the drawing-room ; 
the Viſcount, fortunately for her, was not 
preſent, or it is probable ſhe would have 
funk pnder the various conflicts which at 
that moment aſſaulted her. Miſs Beverly 
cry'd out, good God ! Miſs Fairfax, what 
is the matter? you are certainly very ill; 
why you look as pale as aſhes | I gueſs 
what is the matter, ſaid the Earl, who was 
walking about the room, and had now 
taken one of her hands in his, whilſt Louiſa - 
keld the other; you have been a fool 

Emely, 
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Emely, to ſpoil your pretty eyes in crying 
- after that young raſcal, Charles, who has 
given us all the ſlip. this morning. She 
acknowledged an error, of which ſhe had 
not been guilty, and whilſt ſhe pretended 
to confeſs her weakneſs, ſhe preſſed. the 
hand of Miſs Beverly, kiſſed her uncle's, 
and coulg have fallen at their feet for par- 
don, though in fact ſhe had never offended, 
or ever intended to offend them. 


The two amiable ſiſters placed her be. 
tween them, and tried to diſſipate her me- 
lancholy; Mrs. Edwin went to the win- 
dow, as if to look at ſome object in the 
Square that had attracted her notice; Lord 
Delborough, who was really ſhocked at 
ſeeing the alteration. in his mece, followed 
her to requeſt ſhe would have ſome advice 
for her as ſoonas they got home. When ſhe 
laid to him in a low voice; there is a matter 
of importance, on which I wiſh to be al- 
lowed the. honor of confulting your Lord- 
1 ſhip . 


9 
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ſhip; it muſt be for your private ear, here 
I cannot ſpeak, and the favor will be too 
great; he interrupted her; I underſtand 
you madam, name the hour when I may 
have the honor to receive e commands 
in mn. 


Shall it be: to-morrow morning, my 
was 


nl 


At what time ? 


Ten o'clock, if that will not © be act 
for your Lordſhip. 


You may depend on my le 


Mrs. Edwin heard a ſtep at the door, 
which ſhe knew to be Lord Haverville's, 
and haſtily thanking the Earl for his con- 


deſcenſion, ſhe took her pun bers his ide 
of Lady Archer, | 


It 
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It was indeed Lord Haverville himſelf, 
vrho was juſt deſcended from his dreſſing- 
room, and though he had ſeen Mrs. Ed- 
win's carriage ſtop at the door, and Emely 
deſcend from it, he was but half prepared 

for the interview that awaited him, and he 
paid his compliments with a much worſe 
grace than was natural to him. 

I am glad you are come, William, ſaid . 
his father; this foohſh child, pointing to 
his niece, wants a comforter, or a chaſtiſer, 
and as I am too old for either, you muſt 
conſole her for her brother's abſence, or 
puniſh her for whining after him like a 

fimpleton. | | 


From the moment her couſin came into 
the room, all the traces of pale languor 
had fled from her countenance, and when 
her uncle recommended her to his care 


and tuition, the colour af opening roſes, 
which 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 65 


which had newly blown on her checks, 

was vaiPd by a ſcarlet ſuffuſton of ſuch pe- 
cular brightneſs, as would have given new 
beauty to the fineſt coral lips that art or 
nature ever produced. Already the victim 
of her apprehenſive timidity; what be- 
came of her ſtruggling fortitude ? when ſhe 
found the Viſcount at her feet, felt him 
preſs her hands with the eager graſp of 
imploring mercy, and heard him ſay, dear- 
eſt Emely my father bids me conſole you, 
but look-kindly- on-your comforter, 'or he 

will Ne no conſolation to beſtow even on 
r # | S 3 | 
| Prom | 
Riſe, my ud faid ſhe, with a com- 
manding dignity of voice and mannery/withy 
which cke neceſſity of the moment had in- 
ſpired her; there are times when che 
beſt jeſt, or the fineſt ſtroke of wit, may 
loſe its effect, and blunt itſelf againſt a 
mind diſpoſed to ſeriouſneſs; deſiſt there- 
| fore, 
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fore, I beſeech you, for I am determined 
not to profit by the pains you have taken; 
ſometimes I may be volatile, but to-day I 
am ſerious, 


Dinner was at this moment announced; 
Lord Delborough did not ſeem pleaſed 
with Emely's reply ; perhaps the reſt of 
the company, all but Mrs. Edwin, accuſed 
her more for the want of good humour, 
than of good ſpirits ; and the word ſimple- 
ton, which had been before applied by the 
Earl, to herſelf, now ſeemed to belong, 
with greater juſtice, to the mortified Viſ- 
count, who, it muſt be confeſſed, looked 
and acted very like one, for the remainder 
of the day, which we ſhall only remark, 
did not paſs ſo pleaſantly as many that had 
gone before it. At nine, they all went to 
the Opera, except Mrs. Edwin and Emely, 
who having much buſineſs to ſettle at home 


CE # © 


joining 
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joining the party, by aſſigning ſo many 
efficient cauſes why they could not go, as 
excluded no plauſible reaſon but the true 
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CHAP, LVIII. 


ORD Delborough's curioſity, if not 

his ſuſpicions, were rouſed by the 
myſterious manner in which Mrs. Edwin 
delivered her requeſt of a private inter- 
view, and at her own houſe; nor had he 
been leſs ſtruck, with what at firſt appeared 
the childiſh pettiſhneſs of his niece ; but 
owing to a ſort of fearful reſerve, that per- 
vaded her behaviour to his ſon for the 
whole day, he could not help ſeeing it af- 
terwards in another light; he recalled every 
word ſhe had uſed, as Lord Haverville 
| knelt 
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knelt before her, and did not paſs over the 
lightning that darted from her eyes, or the 
energy that marked her expreſſions; half 
the night he gave himſelf up to the influ- 
ence of his own furmiſes, which though in 
general bad conductors, ſometimes led 
him ſo near the precipiece he dreaded, 
that he would turn from it with diſguſt; 
again it would rife before him, and fatal as 
the idea was to his repoſe, it was a fort of 
preparative to the explanation that awaited 
him; when punctual to his appointment, 
he was received by Mrs. Edwin alone, in 
her dreſſing room, the next morning. 


His Lordſhip did not once interrupt the 
very circumſtantial, but candid detail of 
the ſcene that had paſſed between Lord 
Haverville and Miſs Fairfax, on the pre- 
ceding day, prior to their meeting at din- 
ner; but it was eaſy to diſcover what pains 
it coſt him to ſmother in ſilence the rage 
chat burſt from his diſtended eyes, and con- 

Sg vulſed 
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vulſed his whole tottering frame ; at length, 
no longer able to maintain the unequal 
conflict, he ſtarted from his ſeat, and ſtrik- 
ing the ſtick he held in his hand againſt 
the floor, with a force that broke it in two, 
he exclaimed, my ſon then 1s a ſcoundrel ! 
an incorrigible ſcoundrel ! 


Mrs. Edwin, frightened at his violence, 
but more at his geſtures, half repented of 
what ſhe had done, and Emely, who was 
in the next room, waiting with trepida- 
tion for a ſummons to appear before her 
uncle, heard the demolition of the ſtick, 
and his exalted voice, which operating both 
together, ſounded in her ears like the ſhock 
of an earthquake, ſhe burſt open the door 
between them, gave a ſcream of terror, 
and fell lifeleſs at his feet. 


There could not another circumſtance 
have happened, which would have ſo ſoon 
reſtored the exaſperated peer to the full 

_ poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion of his ſenſes; he aſſiſted Mrs. 
Edwin to forward her recovery, curſed 
his own violence, and wept over her like 
an infant; the moment ſhe could ſpeak, 
ſhe ſlid from between his arms, and kneel- 
ing down, her poliſhed arms extended to- 
wards him, her delicate hands claſped to- 
gether, her mild tearful eyes afraid to liſt 
themſelves up, timidly bending to the 
ground, ſhe be ſought his pardon for her- 
ſelf, and his forgiveneſs for her couſin. 


Is there a heart ſo hardened, to reſiſt the 
eloquent pleadings of mercy, conveyed 
through the penetrating accents of ſuch a 
pleader? the poor old Lord was over- 
whelmed by her voice, her attitude, her 
expreſſions; he ſunk by her ſide, reclined 
his venerable head on her ſhoulder, and 
ſob'd out, matchleſs child of my ſoul ! in 
you I have nothing to pardon ! you have 
never offended me! is there yet a way to 
fave my unworthy ſon ! point it out! pre- 

ſerve 
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ſerve but his honor, and I will not renounce 
him. 


That, my Lord, ſaid Mrs. Edwin, when 
ſhe had aſſiſted them to riſe, and they were 
calmly ſeated by each other, one of his 
dark hued ſhrivelled hands impriſoned be- 
tween the exquiſitely white, ſoft, and 
ſmooth ones of Emely, often lifted to her 
lips in fervent gratitude, and ſometimes 
moiſtened with the dews of ſenſibility ; that; 
my Lord, 1s already provided for, and with 
your permiſſion, Lord Haverville ſhall be 
' reſtored to himſelf, to you, and to Miſs 
Beverly. 


My permiſſion, re-echo'd his father, 
good God ! madam, with what hopes do 
you flatter me! hold me no longer in ſuſ- 


pence, but tell me if it is poſũble that all 


this 'ſhould really happen. 


I will 


78 


I will explain to your Lordſhip that 
nothing can be more certain; I only wait 
for your conſent to run away with this 
child of ours, who undeſignedly, and much 
to her own diſcontent, has committed a 
theft on Lord Haverville's imagination, 
(for I am convinced neither his. heart or 
his affections are to be included in the 
liſt of her depredations) and if you have 
no objection, I ſhall take her into Wales, 
where we will make a viſit of a few weeks, 
to a reſpectable old lady, who by my 
marriage with Mf. Edwin, I have the hap- 
pineſs to call my grand- mother; I have 
not ſeen her for many years; a former viſit 
to me is the laſt her age and infirmities 
will allow her to make in this country; 
ſhe then doated on Miſs Fairfax, who was 
almoſt a child, and I have never ſince 
that time received a letter from her, which 
does not importune me for one more ſight 
of her before ſhe leaves the world. I 
might at ſuch a ſeaſon of the year have 
VOL, v. E thought 
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thought it more prudent to go to my, own 
houſe, or to that of my ſiſter Dormer's, 
rather than take a journey of ſo great mag- 


nitude; but at either of theſe places, I 


could not have ſaid ſhe would be 1afe from 
the purſuit of Lord Haverville, if till 
miſlead by the chimera of fancy, he ſhould 
have ſuppoſed his own felicity might be 
concerned in making the diſcovery ; and 
it is for this reaſon only that I have given 
the preference to Wales, as impenetrable 
to the reſearches, even of a real lover, 
which on this occaſion I do not underſtand 
to be the characteriſtic of his Lordſhip, 
who as ſoon as he ceaſes to ſee his imagi- 
nary miſtreſs, will infallibly ceaſe to re- 
member her ; let him, my Lord, for ever 
remain in the ſalutary error, that his flighty 
wandering is known only to himſelf and 
Miſs Fairfax, and let us be profoundly ſe- 
cret, by which means the peace of Miſs 
Beverly will not be diſturbed by a know- 


ledge of his momentary infidelity, he will 


ceale 
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73 
ceaſe to think of his couſin, and reſtore his 
whole heart to its right and amiable owner; 
for as long as Miſs Beverly lives, the wo- 
man who would diſpute it with her, muſt 
be ſomething daringly above” her ber, or 
Re ag below 1 it. | 


My God ! PREG Lord Delbo- 
rough, what a plan have you laid out for 
my happineſs, and for the preſervation of 
the honour of my houſe ! What n 


are you! nm 


Will you have the duet my Lord, 
to indulge me a few minutes longer, con- 
tinued Mrs. Edwin, with your patient 
attention. I know I am prolix, and, I fear, 
tedious: I would avoid being either, if I 
could; but yet I would not hazard the 
proceeding a ſingle ſtep in this affair with- 
out your advice and decided approbation, 
which leads to a neceſſity that I ſhould be 

E 2 minute, 
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minute, even to the riſk of _—_ 4% with 
my explanations.” 6 #150 


The Earl aſſured her he could liſten to 
her for ever without danger of ſatiety, 
kiſſed the placid cheek of his niece that, 
now glowing with pleaſure, fondly reſted 
on his ſhoulder, and Mrs. Edwin pro- 
ceeded. tel! Ri As! 45 4 
| TY Oy 

ne the ſcene that WEE in richie houſe 
ee we could not have had the 
honour of dining with your Lordſhip but 
for two reaſons, which, I hope, you will 
think . efficient ones:: Firſt, that the ar- 
rangements of our future proceedings were 
then laid down preparations in train, and 
your ſanction, my Lord, was alone wanting 
to the immediate execution of our ſcheme. 
Secondly, it was to prevent any ſuſpicion 
ariſing in your family either then or when 
we leave town. As to the cauſe of our 


abſence I ſhall do myſelf the honour of 
leaving 
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leaving a letter, which is already written, 
behind me. I plead the urgency of my 
own buſineſs that has ſuddenly called me 
into the country, and aſk your pardon for 
making Miſs Fairfax the partner of my 
journey. If Lord Haverville gueſſes at 
our real motive for this manoeuvre, he 
cannot blame us, and will certainly not 
betray himſelf. As ſoon as he is the huſ- 
band of Miſs Beverly we will joyfully re- 
turn; but till then we will not venture even 
to write to you, but always hold ourſelves 
ready to obey your commands when 
our abſence is no longer neceſſary to your 
repoſe, and I muſt add to the honour and 
happineſs of your family. Have we your 
conſent, your approbation, my Lord? 
My travelling carriage will be at the door 
in five minutes; every thing is in readineſs, 
and, if you do not forbid us, we ſhall im- 
S ere e 1199 4 
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Lord Delborough pauſed, looked grate- 
fully at Mrs. Edwin, the expreſſion of his 
countenance conveyed his thanks with 
greater energy than language could have 
done, yes! faid he, as if ſpeaking to him- 
ſelf, it muſt be ſo! He caſt his eyes on 
Emely, and added, Why did I ever know 
her? or knowing, why muſt J ſeparate her 
from my family ? Theſe are the fruits of 


having a weather-cock for my ſon. Curſe 


on the ſpirit of change that has poſſeſſed 
hun ! 


Emely pleaded for the errors of her 
couſin, and reſtored the Earl to good- 
humour. The carriage came to the door. 
She threw her arms round his neck, and 


preſſed her lips to his. Again and again he 


folded her in his arms, and would have 
waited to conduct them down ſtairs; but 


was perſuaded to go out ſome minutes be- 
fore them to avoid ubſervation., Having 
received their addreſs, he once more bid 

them 
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them farewell. Their adieus were exceed- 
ingly tender, their parting abrupt. He 
drew his hat over his eyes, and left them 
with that ſort of haſte, as if he had doubted 
the ſtrength of his own fortitude. . 


Emely was almoſt ſuffocated by her 
grief when ſhe parted with her indulgent 
uncle; but as her ſorrow was unmixed 
with ſelf-reproach, as her ſadneſs was not 
occaſioned by a more pungent ſenſation, 
than thoſe for which nature is accountable, 
it was ſoon diſſipated by the ſenſible con- 
verſation of Mrs. Edwin, and the. variety 
of objects that every where met her obſer- 
vation, on a road, through which ſhe had 
never before travelled. 


EZ 
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Ss > W 4b As * + 0 

TE have pre- ſuppoſed chat our rea- 
ders will follow the two fair emi- 
| grants in their excurſion, we ſhall therefore 
tell them to what fort of place they are 
going, that, when their; Journey terminates, 
they may not find themſelves amongſt the 
Cambrian mountains, without a map to 
direct their courſe by, ſhivering with cold, 
no hoſpitable roof to ſhelter them, un- 
knowing and unknown, we will not only, 
for their accommodation, "ſhew them, in 


perſpective, a comfortable manſion, where 
5 E they 
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they will be kindly received, and, we hope, 
well entertained, if it is not their own 
faults; but we ſhall alſo ſtep before, prepare 
them good fires, well-aired beds, and 2 
warm, polite, old-faſhioned, welcome. If 
any of our younger claſs of modern friends 
ſhould feel their nerves deranged at the 
thoughts of being dragged from all the 
ſplendid circles, where they can every night 
in the week, and every hour in the night, 
exhibit their cloaths, their feathers, -their 
jewels, and themſelves, ſo much to their 
own ſatisfaction. If they ſhould ſtart at 
the word old-faſhioned welcome, and hold 
it beneath the purchaſe of ſuch a ſacrifice, 
we would adviſe them to ſtay where they 
are. Other inducements we could offer, 
but fear to advance them, as, by preſuming 
to draw any thing like a competition be- 
tween their preſent ſituation and the come» 
forts of Mrs. Lewellen's fire-ſide, we might 
ſubject ourſelves to their pleaſant raillery, 
and, perhaps, witty deriſion; ſo leaving 
6 ſuch 
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fuch of our readers behind who are not 
willing to follow us, we ſhall proceed to 
the | habitation of the late Mr. Edwin's 
maternal grandmother, deſcribe where and 
how it is ſituated, ſet open the doors of 
the houſe for thoſe who are diſpoſed to 
enter, and give them a peep into the heart 
of 1 its venerable owner. | 


4 T his ancient four; of x more ancient 
family; is ſituated in one of the moſt re- 
tired, but beautiful, parts of Glamorgan- 
ſhire High Clift, for ſo it. is called, from 
its vicinity to a chain of tremendous moun- 
tains, which juſtifies its claim to the pre- 
eminent appellarion, is a ſmall village that 
_ feems to reſt in the lap of its lofty neigh- 
bours, and very unlike other difpropor- 
tioned alliances, confer and receive mutual 
benefits from each other. The humble 
cottagers are guarded from the aſſaults of 
bleak north eaſters by their proud reſiſt- 
* and, in return, * e peaſantry 
28) drive 
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drive their numerous herds to graze on 
the verdant borders, and enrich the craggy 
ſides of their protectors, adding to the 
ſublime of grandeur the graceful ornament 
of animation, and the cheerful face of 


plenty. 


Another union of leſſer hills riſes to the 
weſt, and theſe are indebted both to art 
and nature for the indeſcribable beauty of 
their appearance | The mountain aſh; the 
lofty pine, the ſtately oak, and the creep- 
ing bruſh-wood, has formed a. variegated. 
tiſſue, with which they are cloathed; as 
with a garment richly embroidered—round 
their ſkirts, ſerpentines a bold river, which 
carries on its reflecting ſurface many ſmall 
iſlands, and ſportively fences about the 
green meadows of the modeſt vale with 
filver fringes !. 


To a ſouthern aſpect alone is this happy 
village expoſed, and in the bolum of it 
| E 6 | lives 
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lives Mrs. Lewellen, like a fond mother, 
ſurrounded by her dutiful and affectionate 
children. Her very large eſtates are di- 
vided into ſmall farms. The inhabitants 
are-all of them either her friends, her 
tenants, or her cottagers. In the firſt claſs 
is her chaplain, her phyſician, her ſteward, 
and their families. In the ſecond, all, who 
are not too old, or too young, to labour. 
Such are included in the third, which is 
by far the moſt numerous, as on it are 
inrolled the names of all that are ſick, or 
unfortunate in their honeſt purſuits, or 
under the viſitation of any other affliction, 
to which their own negligence or vices have 
not been acceſſary, and even ſuch as her 
Juſtice will not openly countenance, her 
compaſſion privately relieves. 


In all ſituations like this, the neglected 
ſtate, or regular cleanlineſs of cottages, 
beſpeak what are the inclinations of the 
great people at the great houſe; nor are 

3 | the 
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the out lines of their diſpoſitions leſsſtrongly 
marked in the lean, diſappointed, or cheer- 
ful, ſatisfied countenances of the poor 
dependent cottagers. The ſcattered farm- 
houſes, and ſtill more bumble hovels, that 
here and there ſhew their whitened faces 
through the trees at a ſmall diſtance from 
the Park, in which ſtands the Priory, like 
the ingenuous ſmile of a good perſon, car- 
ries a preſumptive evidence that all is har- 
mony within. Should a ſtronger proof be 
requiſite to perſuade, that examples from 
the rich, whether they be of good or evil 
tendency, will act forcibly on the poor, 
much to the increaſe of virtue, or the 
growth of vice, Mrs. Lewellen's villagers 
will be no bad auxiliary, if we advance to 
ſtrengthen our argument, that they were 
upright in their dealings with each other, 
diligent in their labour, kind in their families, 
and, when in health, never failing in their at- 
tendance on divine worſhip ; if we ſtay at 
home for nothing, ſay they, we ſhall offend 

God, 
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God, and diſpleaſe our Lady, fo when ſick or 
in trouble they can lock up with confidence 
to God and their Lady for the eaſe of 
their minds, and the relief of their neceſ- 


ſities. 


The manſion-houſe bears no other name 
than the Priory, becauſe it never has been 
altered ſince its foundation, in the reign 
of the Edwards; it was then erected for the 
uſe of one of thoſe devout ſocieties, which 
have left behind them, in various parts of 
the Britiſh dominions, indubitable proofs 
of their good fkill in chuſing ſituations for 
their religious communities. 


The heavy ſombre appearance which 
diſtinguiſhed the Priory, when purchaſed 
by the anceſtors of Mrs. Lewellen, has, in 
part, been done away by the better taſte of 
every ſucceeding generation; but the 
- greateſt improvements it has ever received, 
s ſince it became the reſidence of its pre- 
(9907 ſent. 
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ſent poſſeſſor, who is hardly more the 
diſciple of goodneſs than the votary of 
cheerfulneſs. Nothing about her, animate 
or inanimate, wears a dark or gloomy aſ- 
pect, even in defiance. of maſly walls, ſmall 
windows, large rooms, narrow doors, a 
chapel equal in dimenſions to five times 
the number of her family and villagers, all 
in their original forms, and in the higheſt 
ſtate of preſervation, it is by no means the 
cradle of melancholy, though it may be 
called the nurſery of contemplation. 


The outſide is not more diſtinguiſhed 
for its antique architecture than for the 
pleaſant relief it receives from the lively 
verdure of the extenſive Park in which 
it ſtands, the numberleſs ſhrubs, and thou- 
ſand blooming flowers, that ſurrounded it, 
or than for the extreme comfort, clear 
light, exhilerating warmth; and the elegant 
ſimplicity of the interior. Mrs. Lewellen, 
who is within four months of compleating 

5 her 
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Her eightieth year, like the old fabric itſelf, 
looks of a much more modern date; the 
flowers, with which ſhe decorates the one, 
and gives to it the expreſſion of gatety, are 
repreſented in her own boſom by the never 
fading ones of urbanity, benevolence, 


good humour, good ſpirits, great wiſdom, 
and unaffected piety. 


Mrs. Edwin and Miſs Fairfax were ex- 
ceedingly dear to the memory of this 
charming old Lady. She had not ſeen 
either for ſix years, but a conſtant inter- 
- courſe by letter ſubſiſted between them 
during that long interval, and kept alive 
the ſentiments of reſpect and affection they 
had mutually imbibed for each other. 


The courier, ſent on by the travellers 
to apprize her of their approach, did not 
arrive at the Priory more than an hour 
before them; that hour was of equal value 
to her, that twelve months would have 

been 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 89 


been in the calendar of a younger perſon, 
becauſe it came at a ſeaſon when this re- 
ſpectable woman had cheerfully reduced 
the calculation of the time, it was probable 
ſhe might remain on this ſide eternity; 
ſhe no longer meaſured it by months and 
years, but confined the period of her views 
to minutes and to hours; the hour, there- 
fore, between the time ſhe knew they 
were on the road to the moment ſhe pre{- 
ſed them in her arms, was, perhaps, as 
. bliſsful as any ſhe had ever experienced; 
it was a happineſs of. all others the moſt 
ardently wiſhed, and the leaſt expected; 
it came upon her by ſurpriſe, and 'met 
with the ſame cordial reception which ſhe 

afterwards beſtowed on the beloved ut 
themſelves. 


The meeting was joyful, tender, pa- 
thetic, and, notwithſtanding the changes 
that muſt have taken place in a woman 

of 


90 DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 


of ſeventy-four, and a girl of thirteen, in a 
ſeparation of fix years, Mrs. Lewellen and 
Miſs Fairfax recognized each other at a 
firſt glance, and never was there a more 
intereſting ſubject for the pencil of a pain- 
ter, than when the beautiful ward of Mrs. 
Edwin threw herſelf into the embraces of 
her delighted grandmother, for fo ſhe was 
accuſtomed, from their firſt acquaintance, to 
call the venerable matron. Happineſs is no 
obſerver of time's admonitions ; Mrs. Le- 
wellen was happy, her uſual hour of going 
to reſt paſſed unheeded, another was its ſuc- 
ceſſor, and another ſucceeded to that, yet 
ſtill did ſhe egg out the ſocial banquet of 
ſouls with added moments, loth to riſe 
from a repaſt which had afforded her the 
higheſt of all mental gratifications. The 
ſame confidence that filial duty would have 
repoſed in the boſom of maternal fond- 
neſs marked this interview, and their re- 
vered entertainer was unreſervedly inſtruct- 
ed by her young friends of the true cauſe 

why 
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why they had undertaken ſolong a journey 
at a ſeaſon ſo unfavourable, and ſhe ſigni- 
fied not only the moſt perfe& approbation, 
but beſtowed a thouland praiſes on Mrs. 
Edwin for the refined prudence with which 
ſhe had conducted the delicate embarraſſ- 


ment. Emely ſhe called the Charming 


Heroine of virtuous reſolution ; her de- 
lighted eyes beamed applauſe, whilſt, with 
the energetic vivacity of twenty-five, ſhe 
repeated ſome lines ſhe now remembered 
with pleaſure, becauſe ſhe 88 them 


applicable to her favourite. 


Caution's eye can never cloſe, 

Fears to ſleep, and ſhun repoſe ; 
Caution wakes, when danger's tread 
Near to virtue's ſacred head; | 
Caution's hand ſtern blows can ward, | 
And virtue's faireſt bloſſoms guard. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 


E weather being remarkably fine, 
1 - Miſs Fairfax, the morning after their 
arrival, got up, we cannot ſay at a very 
early hour, but ſo much before Mrs. Ed- 
win, that ſhe had time to explore many of 
the walks round the Priory. At firſt ſhe 
only wandered from one garden to another, 
peeped into the hot-houſes, plucked from 
the green-houſe a ſprig of myrtle, with a 
bit of ſcarlet geranium, which ſhe placed 
in her boſom, and, finding no human being 


in her way of whom ſhe could be afraid, 
op ſhe 
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ſhe grew leſs timid, and ventured. into the, 
Park, where ſtanding ſtill, and e 
ting the beautiful ſcenery about her, ſhe 
almoſt thought herſelf in the land oſ magic, 
and that all ſhe ſaw was the work of bene 
volent fairies, for no others, ſhe was ſure, 
could; approach the habitation of Mrs. 
Lewellen. Again ſhe purſued her walk, 
and was ſtill more aſtoniſhed, to ſee the 
{quirrels, unheeding her approach, leaping 
from tree to tree, and to find the birds did 
not fly away, or even drop their notes, 
though her cloaths bruſhed againſt the 
ſprays and buſhes from which they caroled. 
How enchanting, is this familiarity ! cried 
ſhe, in ecſtaſy : Dear creatures why are 
not all your race like you, unfearful of the 
human form ? Becauſe, replied a voice, all 
human forms are not divine like yours, or 
their accents ſo mild and gracious! More 
frightened than flattered by this unexpected 
compliment, ſhe looked round her to ſee 
my mem. it came, and not | perceiving 
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man, woman, or child, within the reach of 
her fight, ſhe haſtily ran towards the houſe, 
nor turned her eyes back till ſhe had 
reached the door ; when fo near a ſafe har- 
bour, ſhe faced about, and examining ob- 
jets with more accuracy than her fears 
would before permit her to beſtow on 
them, ſhe ſaw a targer fixed a little below 
the very ſpot on which ſhe had heard the 
ſeraphic ſounds of flattery from an inviſible 
ſpeaker, whether embodied or ſpiritual was 
yet to be determined, | 


On entering the hall, a ſervant informed 
her, that ſhe was deſired to walk into his 
Lady's chamber, and conducting her as far 
as the door, ſhe entered it, bearing on 
her cheeks evident ſigns that ſhe had 
been robbing the morning of its healthy 
bluſhes and ſmiling aſpect. Mrs. Le- 
wellen was ſtill in bed, and Mrs. Edwin 
fat at the ſide of it pouring out the tea: 
Child, faid the venerable Lady, whoſe 
compoſed countenance appeared to be 

moulded 
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moulded of the pureſt wax, only a little 
faded from the long time ſince which it. 
came out of the maker's hand, , will you 
forgive an old woman, who wiſhes to in- 
dulge herſelf at the expence of her grand- 
children? I never get up till I have had 
my breakfaſt, and my daughter Edwin has 
promiſed for you that you will not ſeparate 
yourſelves from me at a time when I can, 
in no other ſituation, enjoy the happineſs 
of ſeeing and talking to you. Emely, as 
if ſhe had found herſelf tranſported into 
the preſence of a ſuperior Being, to whom 
it was not more her duty than inclination 
to. pay the tribute of homage, bent her 
knee to the ground, kiſſed the hand that 
had been ſtretched out to bid her welcome, 
and aſſured her, with equal grace and ſin- 
cerity, if ſhe was to chuſe her ſituation 
for life, it ſhould be to ſpend it in her pre- 
ſence. She then began deſcribing the beau - 
ties of the place to Mrs. Edwin, who, as 
well as Mrs. Lewellen, was always de- 
lighted with her unſtudied eloquence, and 
Put? in 
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in giving an account of her rambles, her 
adventure with the voice was not forgotten, 
or thedilemma into which it had thrown her, 
and ſhe afterwards mentioned having ſeen 
the target. Oh ! then, interrupted the vene- 
rable Lady, I can eaſtly unravel the myſtery. 
Mr. Ormond afked my leave to fix it in 
the Park. I ſuppoſe his arrow had fallen 
near you, and in picking it up he heard 
what you ſaid; the reply was ſo like him, 
that I am fure ĩt could be no ocker than him 
ſelf who made 3h | 


But, dear grandmama, ſaid Emely, will 
you tell us who this Mr. Ormond is ? for 


he muſt be a mighty odd fort of man. 


He is more than odd, my child, replied 
ſhe, he is fourfold wonderful, wonderfully 
handſome, wonderfully graceful, wonder- 
fully wiſe, and what is better than all the 
other three, I believe, by the turn of his 
converſation, and the regularity of his life, 
he is - wonderfully good; Mrs. Edwin 


Gghed, perhaps ſhe thought that in Henry 
Harvey 
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Harvey ſhe had met with three of the 
wonderfuls, and that even the fourth was 
alſo now fully in his poſſeſſion —is this fours 
fold wonder married, grandmama, aſked 
Emely, and has he got any children? I 
ſuppoſe they live at no great diſtance from 
the Priory. I underſtand, returned the 
ſage hiſtorian, that he has been married, 
and is now a widower, but whether he has 
a family or not, I have never heard him 
ſay, or even ventured to aſk him the queſ- 
tion. He appears ſo penſive, and his man- 
ners accord ſo much with his mourning ha- 
bit, that I avoid certain ſubjects, for fear of 
increaſing the tendency he has to extreme 
melancholy. So far I have anſwered all 
your enquiries but one, and if you are in- 
clined for a goſſip's tale, I will tell you 
where he lives, how he happened to croſs 
the path of my ſolitude, and all that I know 
myſelf, or have ever heard about him. 


vol. v. E | Both 
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Both her affectionate auditors accepted 
the propoſal with a thouſand expreſſions 
.of gratitude for her condeſcenſion, to which 
Miſs Fairfax added, but dear kind grand- 
mama, you ſhall not fatigue yourſelf to 
gratify our curioſity; no, my love, ſhe 
replied, it is now three quarters of an hour 
before my uſual time of riſing, and 1 
ruſt be a bad manager indeed, if with 
forty-five minutes in poſſeſſion, I do not 
huſband them with that ſort of economy, 
which will keep your curiolity from ſtar- 
ving, and not impoveriſn my own ſtrength. 
Know then, continued ſhe, with a ſmile that 
would have added another endearing grace 
to the face of mercy, that though live 
here ſecluded from the world, all but a 
few humble friends and loving vaſſals, I 
am neverthelefs as romantic as any nymph 
in Sydney's Arcadia, and would g0 as far, 
if I was able, after an adventure, as Dan 
Quoxite, or Emely Fairfax ; ſuch a cli- 
max unavoidably caufed a moment's inter- 

ruption, 
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ruption, but ſhe checked their mirthful 
inclinations, and deſired ſhe might be per- 
mitted to proceed with her ſerious hiſtory. 
My principal farmer is a mighty great man 
in this colony; I brought him with me 
from your ſide of the water, and for that 
reaſon complimented him with a farm of a 
hundred pounds a year, becauſe I found 
lefs would not content him ; he is alſo, 
| tho” a clown, honeſt, of ſober underſtand- 
ing, and therefore of great uſe to my other 
tenantry. He has a wife not inferior to 
himſelf in all uſeful knowledge; one even- 
ing, I think it was about eight o'clock, 
and the moſt tempeſtuons.I almoſt ever 
remember, this man came to the Priory, 
and deſired to ſpeak to my Ladyſhip's 
honor; will you have the tranſlation,” or 

ſhall I give you our dialogue 3 in its original 
language; both requeſted it might Hei in 
che latter, and Emely added, 0 grand- 
mama, one hour with you is worth an age 


of London pleaſures. 
F 2 ö 
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And here, in defence not only of the 
taſte, but ſincerity of Miſs Fairfax, we will 
remark, that ſuch young people as do not 
love and admire age, in a character like 
Mrs. Lewellen, will do it no credit when 
they arrive at the ſame ſtage ſhe has already 
honourably attained—the happy country 
to which ſhe 1s poſting, lies open to her 
view—the objects that preſent themſelves 
are chearing to her ſpirits, and the road to 
it illuminated by a thouſand brilliant expec- 
tations; but alas! when we make the 
journey of old age by compulſion, and quit 
the flowers of youth with horror or regret, 
the lights will be extinguiſhed, and our 
tedious pilgrimage be dark, gloomy, terri- 
ble!! We beg pardon for obtriiding fo 
ſerious a reflection, which however true, 
may not be calculated to give univerſal 
ſatisfaction, and ſeeing our error, ſhall en- 
deavour to make ſome compenſation, by 
beginning a new chapter, in which the de- 
ſcriptive powers of Mrs. Lewellen, will be 
more fully exemplified, | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXI. 


Have told you, ſaid ſhe, it was a very 

ſtormy night, when my farmer, whoſe 
name is Ainſlay, came to the Priory, and 
deſired to ſpeak to my Ladyſhip's honor 
J ordered him to be admitted, and enquired 
what buſineſs had brought him to me in 
ſuch weather, and at ſo late an hour ? 


And pleaſe your Ladyſhip, he replied, 
I comes to aſk your honor leave to take 
up a ſort of a windfall that has dropped at 
our door, as one may ſay. | 


F 3 wel, 
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Well, and what is this windfall my ko- 
neſt friend ? 


A fine gentleman, ſeemingly, and pleaſe 
you madam, who have com'd and ofter'd 
himſelf in the campaſity of a border to me 
and my wife, and ſaid he wood give us ſuch 
a ſum of money as I could hardly believe 
my own ears, if we would let him table 
with us, ſo my wife and me told him, if 
ſo be your Ladyſhip was agreeable, we 
could commodate him with a parlor, and 
tidy room up ſtairs. 


You ſee by this little ſpecimen, - my 
children, faid Mrs. Lewellen, of what con- 
ſequence I make myſelf amongſt my ſub- 
Jests, and how like a deſpot I reign over 
them; for it is one of my laws, that be- 
fore a ſtranger is brought into my village, 
as a fettler, my permiſſion mult be firſt 
obtained ; my method is never to refule 


an application, and after a probationary 
trial, 
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trial, the ſtranger is either eſtabliſhed in 
my ſettlement, and I paſs a bill of natura- 
lization, or he is baniſhed my dominions, 
if his conduct is reprehenſible, and he 
ſhould fall under my diſpleaſure, becauſe 
none cf my good vaſſels would afterwards: 
receive him into their houſes ; but amongſt” 
all the variety of applications made to me: 
for leave of reſidence, this was the firſt 
time J had ever been flattered with any 
petition in behalf of a fine gentleman, and. 
on the preſent occaſion I confeſs to have 
felt ſome ſurpriſe, a great deal of curioſity, 

and no ſmall portion of ſuſpicion; for all 
which reaſons, I bid the farmer give me a. 
a very particular account of every thing that 
had paſſed between him and this fine gen- 
tleman, and if you ſhould not be prejudiced 
in his favour, by the eloquence of his firſt 
hiſtorian, when I take up the adventure, L. 
hope to. be more ſucceſsful. 60a 
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An hour ago, and pleaſe your Ladyſhip, 
as me and Sarah, with our little Samuel, 
was ſetting round the fire, telling of what 
work we was to go about, we hard the 
noiſe of cattle outſide the door, and pre- 
ſently up lifted the latch, and who ſhould 
we ſee come in, but the fine gentleman ; 
the rain was running down his hat, - and 
dripping from his big coat; he aſk'd if we 
would give him a mouthful of ſhelter, and 
let his man have a mouthful too, for the 
ſtorm had ſoaked. them thro' aud thro's 
to be fure we know it would pleaſe your 
Ladyſhip's honor, that Sarah and I ſhould 
be kind and civil, and ſo we was to the 
very beſt of our bilities, and maſter liked 
his entertainment ſo well, that he ſaid, if 
we would table him and the like of that, 
he wou' d pay us a hundred pounds a year, 
only my lady, if your Ladyſhip is agree- 
able to it, we muſt table them all, add 
enough of conſcience it is, for why, he has 


but one ſervant man, and two beaſt, beſides 
ö himſelf; 
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himſelf; he ſaid he would pay half a year 
before hand, ſo I ketches up my hat, and 
ſaid I would came and aſk your Ladyſhip; 
but before I got over the firſt gate, it 
comes into my head, that there be bites 
abroad, and that your Ladyſhip would be 
angry if he ſhould happen to be a rogue, 
or the like of that, ſo back ſteps I, and 
fais to him, maſter, ſais I, I hopes you 
beant a highwayman, nor broke out of 
priſon, I begs you to tell me the truth? 
*before I aſk'd him this civil queſtion, I 
never ſeed any body ſo diſmol in my born 
days; but he cheard up directly, look'd 
mortally pleaſed, gave me a hearty ſhake 
by my hand, and azured me he was an ho- 

neſt man, but very misfortunate. 
Having collected all the information I 
could from my farmer, IL ſent him back, 
overjoyed with my permiſſion, to receive 
into his houſe this misfortunate fine gen- 
tleman, with a meſſage from myſelf, autho- 
| "of + riſing 
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riſing him to ſhoot on any part of my 
eſtates, and to invite him to the Priory. 
The next morning he ſent me very polite 
acknowledgments ; he accepted, he ſaid, 
my offer with gratitude, as he was fond of 
field ſports, and ſhould have embraced 
my invitation with pleaſure, but from ſome 
circumſtances in his ſituation, which had 
laden his ſpirits with fo heavy a burden, as 
at preſent to render him quite unfit for 
mixing with ſociety, adding, that as toon as 
ke could diſpoſe his heart to receive a 
truant, which had too long deſerted her 
poſt, he would ſeek for his loſt happineſs 
at the hoſpitable Prioxy, and endeavour to 
eſtabliſh it in the friendſhip of Mrs. Lew- 
ellen. There is gallantry for you my child- 
ren! think you I could reſiſt ſuch language 
as this, not I indeed; I grew. quite roman- 
tic, Mr. Ormond was always uppermoſt in 
my ideas, and 1 had the vanity to think, 
could I lay hold of. the leaſt ſhare in his. 
affections, I might ſooth his melancholy, 

if 


= 
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if not obliterate his ſorrows. When a young 
lady too has turned the corner of ſeven- 
ty- nine, and afterwards meditates the con- 
queſt of a fine gentleman, ſhe ſhould, like 
me, conſider it would be abſolute extrava- 
gance to waſte her time in coyneſs and co- 
quetry, and do as I did, which was, not 
only to make the firſt advances, but to fol- 
low them up with ſuch avidity, that at the 
end of ten days, I had not only trained my 
fine gentleman into my very preſence, but: 
had the ſatisfaction to. find my preference 
for him returned with fo much ferveney, 
that neither my judgment has been morti= 
fied, by finding itſeif miſplaced, or my 
love for him wounded, by repelling indiffer- 
ence; he ſpares me the pangs of jealouſy/ 
by refraining from all ſociety but mine 
and never comes near me, but hen I am 
quite alone; if he hears I have any of my 
neighbours with me, or any of them drop 
in by accident, he is off in a moment; eur 
teis & tetes are excredingly tender, ſome 
| 151 F 6 times 
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times pathetic ; he tells me he has been in 
love, and that he has been married, but I 
always get him out of theſe very intereſt- 
ing ſubjects as faſt as I can, for who, that 
thinks ſo tenderly as I do, of my amiable 
Ormond, could endure to behold him the 
unceaſing prey of unconquerable melan- 
choly ; beſides, it is bad policy in an old 
coquet, to raiſe up in the memory of her 
lover, the beautiful image of a rival, whe- 
ther ſhe: be dead or living, and as ſoon as 
he can forget this lamented wife, I have no 
doubt I ſhall reap all the advantages of 
my good conduct. We have hitherto me: 
almoſt every day, and he often flattors me 
by ſaying, I am the only female in the 

world; who has any influence over his 
heart; when the weather is good, b lean 
on his arm, and he conducts me from one 
garden to another, and more than once he 
ares me ſixty years younger than I 
To ſome of my cotemporaries, who 
are we very young indeed, the with may ſeem- 
25t 9 4 {uperfluous,, 
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fuperfluous, but it flatters me amazingly; 
at other times he reads to me; and when 
he does ſo, it appears that I never before 
underſtood the ſenſe or ſpirit of the author 
he takes up; but liſten now, for now is 
the moment of my triumph; he once, in 
fome of our tender interviews, would cut 
out my profile by the ſhade of a candle; 
it was a remarkable good likeneſs, which 1 
mention as a circumſtance, not calculated 
to leſſen my vanity; how charmingly 
graceful looked: my Adonis, when he preſ- 
ſed it to his lips, treaſured it in his boſom, 
and vowed never to part from the dear 
reſemblance, as long as that heart beat, to 
which he had partially annexed it. ] fear 
I -have tired you, added the, - but my 
ſtory is at an end; I have only to charge 
you both, that if I ſhould be lucky enough 
to lure him here whilſt you-are' with me, 
you are to conſider the delicacy of my ſitua- 
tion, and play no more tricks n his 
heart hart F have done. Dun 


A El Mrs, 
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Mrs. Edwin declared, ſhe would never 
be the rival of any woman, much leſs of 
her grandmother z, but I do not promiſe 
to be quite ſo good, ſaid Emely, and de- 
pend on it, grandmama, if it was your 
Mr. Ormond, who ſpoke to. me about the 
clouds this morning, I will purſue my ad- 
vantage, and if poſſible, get as much into 
Sos Jem imp own. 


That will * 10 indeed, ſaid ſhe, for 
then I ſhall loſe my love ! away goes my. 
profile into the fire, and all unn 
with it! | 


1 No, no, ca the engaging Emely, 
it ſhall be doubly cheriſhed, and repoſe on. 
two grateful . inſtead of one. | 


Go, nl 
quite giddy with my own importance, let 
me be made ready to meet you when you 
return from your walk; take my daughter 

12. Edwin 
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Edwin with you, lead her through the 
walks you have already trodden, and if you 
meet a voice in your way, give my love to 
it, and ſay I ſhall be glad to hear it at my 
table half an hour after three. The vene- 
rable, but ever chearful preſidentreſs of 
the Priory, having diſſolved the aſſem- 
bly by this moſt gracious ſpeech, the two 
ladies having rung the bell for her attend - 
ants, left her to get up, and in obedience 
to her commands, as well as their own 
inclinations, wandered into the park, but 
Emely met with no ſecond adventure, 
only, that in looking round on every ſide, 
where ſhe had heard the voice, ſhe picked 
up an arrow, which had ſtuck in the mid- ; 
dle of ſome high and thick bruſh- wood, 
and this ſhe carried back to the houſe in 
great exultation, as a proof of her grand= 
mama's penetration, and that the voice did 
certainly. belong to Mr. Ormond. No]•-m 
faid ſhe, playfully, let him come if he 
n I will ſhoot him through the 
heart 
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heart with his own arrow; but however, 
ſhe might wiſh to ſhew her ſkill in archery; 
he gave her no opportunity of exerting it, 
by keeping off from the Priory all that 
day, and only ſending to enquire after the 
health of Mrs. Lewellen, who ſent him a 
note, requeſting he would not abſent him- 
ſelf at a time when ſhe wiſhed to preſent 
him to two of the moſt beloved friends ſhe 
had in the world, and who would be her 
gueſts, ſhe hoped, for a longer time than 
ſhe could poſſibly allow him to ſeparate 
himſelf from her ſociety ; to which ſhe ad- 
ded, that her viſitors were as amiable” as- 
himfelf, and would divert his melancholy 
by a thouſand little anecdotes of the great 
and gay world, being juſt freſh. imported 
m RICA 
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The honour you propoſe to me, my 
dear Madam, is too great; it is dange- 

rous, and J dare not accept it. When 
your beloved friends leave you again I 
will be at your fide ; moſt happy, if but for 
a moment my attentions can make you 
feel their loſs with leſs ſeverity. My health 
to day is not good, my ſpirits worſe. In- 
deed, my dear Madam, you muſt have the 
goodneſs to indulge me in my eccentri- 
cities. I cannot conſent to expoſe = 
on to any eye but your own. 


Well, cried Emely, when ſhe had ſeen 
this note, it appears to me, grandmama, 
that this lover of yours is more than four- 
fold wonderful ! He is certainly deranged 
in his finances, his head, or his heart, or 
elſe wonderfully ſtubborn and refractory; 
but if he holds out to the laſt moment of 
our ſtay with you, which, I hope, will 
be a great while, that arrow ſhall riſe up 
in judgment againſt him. He can liſten,: - 

won and 
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and look at people, though he will not 
ſhew himſelf. If he is leſs than deſpe- 
rately in love with you, grandmama, and 
will not let me look at him for fear of 
conſequences, there is no one rational ex- 
cuſe to be made for his oddities. 
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Emely got up the ſecond morning rather 
more early than the firſt, and left the print. 
of her feet exactly on the ſame paths where: 
they had trod before, Again the garden- 
houſes were, viſited, and the. old noſegay, 
which had faded on her boſom, was ſup- 
plied by another that could only be inferior 
to herſelf for beauty and freſhneſs. When 
ſhe reached the Park, a number of ſheep- 
were. feeding round her, whoſe walk the 
preceding day had been at ſo great a diſ- 
. tance, that ſhe did not then obſerve them. 
She was delighted to fee them crop the 
tender herbage, and ſported amongſt them. 
to catch the ſweetneſs of their breathing. 
She examined their faces to ſee if ſhe 
could 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 115 


could trace in them a likeneſs to each 
other; but did not venture to addreſs her- 
ſelf to them as ſhe had done to the birds 
and ſquirrels, for fear ſhe might be over- 
heard, and again replied to by the voice. 
Though not tired with the innocent occu- 
pation of attending to their motions, yet, 
with the deſign of lengthening her walk, 
ſne went on, and mechanically turned her 
eyes towards the target, when ſhe faw a 
man in black in the very act of directing 
an arrow towards it, and the idea ſtriking 
her at the moment, that if it really was no 
other than Mr. Ormond, as ſhe had ſome 
reaſon to ſuppoſe he might think, that cu- 
rioſity to ſee him was the motive for her 
coming thither, the ſuggeſtion of having 
unpremeditately ſtepped on the borders of 
impropriety, ſuffuſed her modeſt cheeks 
with bluſhes of ſelf-reprehenſion, and ſhe 
endeavoured to retrieve the error by haſ- 
tening home as faſt as ſne could walk. Slie 
had obſerved one ſheep with remarkable 
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large horns that fed at a diſtance from the 
reſt, which, unluckily for her, happened to 
have been reared up in a farm houſe by 
the farmer's children; but when it grew 
up too much for them in ſtrength and 
playfülneſs, it had been baniſſied from the 


domeſtic circle, and that day made its 


eſcape from a ſmall incloſure where it was 


confined to prevent miſchief, and made a 


fruitleſs attempt to join his brethren in the 
Park ; but they, as is always the caſe, 
would not receive him into their ſociety, 
whilſt the ſpoiltand now diſgraced favourite, 
forced to pick up his morſel in fad ſolitude, 
ſeemed to ſubmit to the humiliating ſta- 
tion with ſullen . 


Unnoticed by Mis nan he had long 
followed her with his looks, and the inſtant 
ſhe quickened her pace, the vicious animal 
ran towards her with ſuch ſwiftneſs and 
fury, that if terror had not lent wings to 
her natural alertneſs, the conſequences 

i ö might 
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might have been dreadfully fatal. It was 
impoſſible for her ſtrength to ſupport the 
race for more than a few minutes; ſhe 
therefore looked about her for the neareſt 
place of probable ſafety, and thought ſhe 
had found it turning out of her courſe, and 
gaining a fituation upon a ſeat that ſur- 
rounded a large oak, at the diſtance of two 
hundred yards from the place where the 
conteſt began; but though the ſtood-upori 
the ſeat; and clung round the tree, it af= | 
forded little relief to her fears, or leſſened 
her danger, for the creature, exaſperated 
at the reſiſtance he met with, had given 
her ſeveral blows, which, for the firſt time, 
made her ſcream out for help, and almoſt 
rendered her a . to ne terrors. 


9 ö. 4. 


Mr. e bad dick Weh ed | 
in purſuing his exerciſe, ' that he neither ſaw 
her approach or retreat; but hearing her 
cries, he flew fwifter than his arrow to the 
2 they reached him, and, 
with 
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with no other weapon than his bow, ſtun'd 
the creature by a well- directed blow le- 
velled between his horns, and brought him 
to the ground. By this time Emely had 
fallen on the ſeat without motion, and 
without life. Mr. Ormond knew not 
what to do; ſhe might have been injured, 
or ſne might even have received her death 
wound before he came to her reſcue. 
There was nothing in her face to aſſwage 
his fears of the latter; death certainly had 
ſtamped his character on her countenance, 
but it was in its moſt beautiful engraving. 
The agony of his ſoul is not to be de- 
ſcribed when he found all his efforts inef - 
fectual to reſtore her. He had borne her 
in his arms to the ſide of the river that 
ran near where ſne had fallen, and ſprink- 
led water on her faded cheeks; but when 
he drew off her gloves to perform the ſame 
operation on her hands and arms, examined 
their ſorm, their exquiſite fairneſs, and felt 
their ſoſt impreſſion; the few powers he 
17 70 before 
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before poſſeſſed were taken from him, and 
his ſenſes were for a moment in a ſtate of 
ſuſpenſion. Rouſed at length from his 
ſtupor, and almoſt frantic with contend- 
ing emotions, he looked on every ſide of 
him for aſſiſtance, but finding none, afraid 
to leave her behind him, yet willing to go 
forward, though near a quarter of a mile 
from the houſe, exerting all his remaining 
ſtrength, he carried her thither. | 


The ſervants that were waiting 1n MY 
hall, the moment they ſaw him enter with 
Miſs Fairfax ſenſeleſs in his arms, gave vio- 
lent fcreams of horror, and were ſetting out 
different ways to ſpread the afflicting tid- 
ings, but Mr. Ormond forbade them, in 
tones ſo authoratative, that not one of them 
dared to diſobey him. Would you add to 
the tortures of this angebs death, the diſſo- 
lution of your reſpectable lady? If not, 
forbear. to alarm her, nor r expet:ri4d 

| ſurvive 
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ſurvive the ſhock for which ſhe is ſo 
Wholly unprepared. Some of them pro- 
poſed calling Mrs. Edwin, but this propo- 
ſal he negatived, on finding ſhe was in 
Mrs. Lewellen's chamber, and knowing 
it could not be done, without ſpreading 
the alarm to her. | 


By this time he had depoſited his pre- 
cious burthen on a ſofa, in a diſtant a- 
partment, and kneeling at her ſide, watch- 
ed the effect of every new reſtorative ad- 
miniſtered by the houſe-keeper, who great- 
Iy relieved his humane apprehenſions, 
by aſſurances that ſhe did not believe it 
was any thing more than a fainting fit, 
from which there could be but little doubt 
ſhe would recover, and her {kill was very 
ſoon after aſcertained, for having forced 
open her mouth, and thrown a Toacnkl 
of cordial down her throat, her lingering 
exiſtence Was announced by a deep ſigh ; 


a 
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a languid pulſe beat under his trembling 
fingers as they preſſed her arm in ſearch 
of the fugitives. He gazed at her in 
ſpeechleſs tranſports till he-ſaw the tide of 
life beginning to re-viſit her cheeks, teebly 
purſuing its uſual courſe, and gently re- 
pairing on her pallid hps the devaſtation 
made on them by the inroads of its con- 
quering enemy; it was then that Mr. 
Ormond ſtarted from his former polition, 
- and retired behind the ſofa, againſt which 
the door opened, ſo that he could ſtay or 
retire as he thought proper without being 
obſerved, as ſhe was ſoon able to articulate, 
and aſked, with eagerneſs, Where am I? 
Where is Mrs. Edwin?“ 


Dear Madam, faid the houſekeeper, 
thank God you are well now, and ſafe at 
the Priory, but keep yourſelf ſtill; and 
do not ſpeak yet; only tell me; Do you 
feel hurt or bruiſed in any part of your 

VOL. v. G body! 
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| body ! She held out her left ancle, and 

Raid, ſhe believed it was very ſore. This 
was enough for Mr. Ormond ; the ſtock- 
ing muſt, he knew, be drawn off, and he 
made a ſudden retreat. In paſſing through 
the hall, he told the affrighted ſervants 
the young Lady was quite recovered, and 
left a meſſage with them for Mrs. Lewel- 
len, that he ſhould have the honour of 
waiting upon her ſome part of. the fore- 
noon. He had heard the houſekeeper 
name Miſs Fairfax, when ſhe was ſent 
for to attend her; and when he ſaw her 
after the accident, though then in a ſtate 
of local death, he had recognized her to 
be the ſame lovely girl, whoſe converſa- 
rion to the inhabitants of the Park had in- 
tereſted him in ſo uncommon a degree, at 
the moment, that he held it incumbent on 
himſelf to become reſponſible for their 
anſwers. In poſſeſſion of this acquired and 


accidental knowledge, we ſhall leave Mr. 
Foal Ormond 
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Ormond to purſue his meditative walk 
back to the farmer's where he lodged, and 
return ourſelves to the Priory, where we 
hope to collect ſufficient matter for another 
chapter. 


G2 
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CHA P. LXII. 


THILST Emely s OWN attendant v was 
applying arquebuſade to the bruiſed 
ancle, Mrs. Owen, the houſekeeper, had 
been with the other two Ladies, and re- 
Preſented the accident that had befallen 
their darling, with ſuch prudent caution, 
making ſo light of what it was, and dwel- 
ling ſo much on what it might have been, 
that in their joy for her deliverance, their 
alarms for the dangers ſhe. had been ex- 
poſed to were greatly leſſened, if not in- 
tirely ſuppreſſed. Mrs, Edwin flew to 

2 aſſiſt, 
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aſſiſt, and embraced the treafure that had 
ſo marveloufly been preſerved to them, 
whilſt Mrs. Lewellen pronounced ſentence 
of immediate death on the vicious animal, 
which, if permitted to live,; though in ba- 
niſnment from her own village, may, in 
another quarter, be equally fatal to ſome 
of its inhabitants. 


The moment Emely was able to walk, 
Mrs. Edwin led her to the chamber of her 
impatient grandmother, who received 
as the gift of an intervening .o 
the magnitude of whoſe interpoſition ſhe 
had not fully underſtood, till ſhe beheld 
it marked in legible characters on the ftill 
deranged countenance of the victim it had 
reſcued. She would not conſent that the 
ſhould go out of the room to lie down 
and recover her fatigue, but had her placed 
on the ſide of her own bed, and would 
have ſent for her phyſician, but that the 
knew he was abſent on buſineſs which 
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would detain him feveral days; beſides, 


her patient found means to convince her 
more by her returning ſpirits than merely 
words could have done ; that there was no 


real neceſlity for his attendance, and, be- 


fore the breakfaſt things were removed, 
ſhe declared herſelf to be as well as before 
the accident happened. She left the ſitu- 
ation of caſe in which they had tenderly 
placed her, and to ſtrengthen her aſſertion, 
took ſeveral turns about the chamber ; 
then fitting down by the bedſide, ſhe en- 
tered into a detail, as far as ſhe could re- 


member, of the whole tranſaction, and 


ended with ſaying, I owe my life to your 
lover, grandmama ; butdon't be uneaſy, for 
tho' good Mrs. Owen tells me he brought 
me back to the houſe, I can aflure you I 


have never ſpoke to him, or ſeen his face, 


for before he came to take me up 1 was 
inſenſible to the graces of perſon, or the 
Kind offices of philanthropy. 


The 
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The venerable woman forced a ſmile 
into herplacidface, but at the fame moment | 
her ſight ſeemed leſs dimmed by age than 
obſcured. by the tears that ſhe ſtrove to 
ſuppreſs, as they ruſhed to the ſurface of 
her eyes, trembling with - eagerneſs” to 
eſcape from their priſon. Child, ſhe res, 
plied, in the moſt cheerful accents,” if my 
Ormond is of family and fortune equal to 
his merits, why, 1 think, I could be pre- 
vailed upon to reſign rather than be for- 
faken. No! no! I do not owe the diſ- 
grace that threatens me to accident! The 
thing is premeditated—you did not ſpeak 
to him you did not fee him—1 allow your 
innocence, but not ſo immaculate do I 
hold the conſtancy of my Philander. He 
has heard you ſpeak—he has ſpoken to 
you—he has ſeen. you, and now he has 
the effrontery to ſend me word he means 
to trouble me with a viſit, hen but yef3 
terday I might as eaſily; have moved the 
mountain into my Park, as have pre- 

G 4 vailed 
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vailed on the falſe one to come near you ! 


Wc Yes, he ſays he will . call this forenoon, 
how preſumptuous ! The very day too on 


winch he has dared to fave the life of my 
rival: However, in ſupport of my dignity, 


"8: will get up an hour the earlier, that I 


may be ready when he comes to give him 
ſuch a reception as will be a warning to 


him, what ſort of ſentiments he is to ex- 
N I hall entertain for him in future. | 


"Miſs F wiki pleaded that ſhe F. not 
appear in the preſence of her preſerver till 
he had: paſſed through the fiery ordeal. of 
her reſentment ; but the prayer of her pe- 
tition being abſolutely rejected by both her 
friends, ſhe ſaid ſhe knew how to be re- 
venged on her grandmama at leaſt, that in 
mere ſpight ſhe would go to her toilet, 
and ſet herſelf off to the very beſt advan 

tage; then added, as to you, Mrs, Edwin, 
I mult wait my brother” s return before I. 
can execute any plan of e that 


can 


1 - 
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can make you repent the cruel part you 
have taken againſt my humble rermon- 


ftrances. | 


This was the firſt time Mrs. Edwin 
had reaſon 'to ſuppoſe that Miſs Fairfax 
entertairied ſuſpicions ſimilar to her own, 
as to the Continental expedition, and whilſt 
in her own ſtrain of arch gaiety ſhe; made 
ſome reply to the ly threatener of miſ- 
chief, the rouge of nature that inſtantane- 
ouſly covered her cheeks, did not owe its 
brilliancy to confuſion, but to the pleaſure 
of finding her own hopes ſa much ſtrength- 
ened by the newly diſcovered forms of 
the Colonel's ſiſter. r 

We hope, dear readers, you FE not 
ſet your hearts on a yery tender, bluſtung, 
ſentimental, or impaſſioned interview he- 
tween Mr. Ormond and Miſs Fairfax, 
becauſe it will not admit of any ſuch de- 
e unleſs we are allowed to tranſ- 

Gs - pole 
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poſe- the glowing expreſſions of affection, 
thankfulneſs and rapture, from the lips of 
eighty to thoſe of eighteen ; in that caſe, 
indeed, and were Mrs. Lewellen, our ke- 
roine, inſtead of Emely, we ſhould have 
much to ſay, and the moſt ardent of our 
readers would not find themſelves diſap- 
pointed in their expectations. 

When Mr. Ormond was preſented to 
her under the title of her deliverer, his 
only reply was, that he thought himfelf 
happy to have been of ſervice to Miſs 
Fairfax; but begged leave to diſclaim 
every pretenſion to merit on that account, 
for he had done no more than perform a 
common duty of humanity, which we can 
render into no other language then that 
he would have done as much for any other 
unfortunate woman who had been in the 
fame predicament; even Mrs. Edwin looked 
furpriſed at the coldnefs of his addrefs, but 
the mortification of the old Lady is not 
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to be exprefled ; the expected at leaſt th 
have ſeen him at the feet of her dear 
child, thanking heaven for having made 
him the inſtrument of ſaving ſuch an angel 
from deſtruction: However, one perſon 
at leaſt was ſatisfied, and Emely felt her- 
ſelf almoſt as much indebted to him for 
the polite, but general, notice with WHR 
he now paid her his devoirs, as for the 
protection he had fo lately afforded Her. 
It enabled her to meet his eyes without 
confuſion, and to declare the gratitude" of 
her heart without reſtraint. There art no 
female graces more enchanting than mo 
deſt eaſe united to judgment and candour: 
Emely poſſeſſed them all; and Emely 
never appeared more captivating than on 
that day, that evening, the next, the ſol- 
lowing, the fucceeding, for now Mr. 
Ormond was a more conſtant viſitor than 
ever, and might be faid- almoſt to live at 
the Priory. His heart and his attentions 
ſcemed divided into three parts; but tho 
974 G6 he 


. 
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he was not certainly diſcovered locking ſo 
oſten at Emely as at Mrs. Lewellen, or 


| Mrs. Edwin, yet it was as certain that 


her lively ingenious converſation ever acted 

with the effect of a charm on his habitual 
gloom, and that he would often. have re- 
caurſe to the ſalutary medicine, which ſhe 
ever adminiſtered with a ſweet and ſiſterly 


freedom, une mbittered by . * of 


e n r 


* A had clapſed, 3 no FRG 
2 Lord Delborough, Emely had not 


eee out the cauſe of her 
uncleꝰs ſilence; half her hours were dedi- 
cated to the amuſement of her deliverer, 


and the other moiety in planing new occa- 
ſions to convince him of her gratitude for 


| 8 ſexvices he had rendered ber in the 
moment of danger; every time ſhe part- 


ed from him, chat danger was magnified, 
becauſe he had delivered her from it, and 


ol courſe, every time ſhe met him, there 


23 | was 


6 
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was a proportionable inereaſe of grateful 
ſentiments; that ſprung up in her: attlefs 
mind; thefe ſentiments} had nothing to do 
with love, ſhe looked, eat, ſlept as well, 
and was as lively, as engagingly unembar- 

raſſed as ever. Emely Fairfax was one 
of thoſe very ſew young women, and that 
ſome ſuch there are, we dare aver, who 
have too much native delicacy, we may ſaꝝ, 
purity, we may alſo add, dignity, to admit 
a warmer ſentiment than friendſhip, for 

any man who does not ſeek to inſpire it, 
and avow his claim to her affections, by 
honourably and openly declaring: her the 
miſtreſs of his own; theſe are the ſort of 
females, that like our firſt parent, 5 muſt 
be wooed, and not unſought he won ;” 
and we have ſo good an opinion of this al- 
molt obſolete maxim, that we recommend 
the revival of it to the ſerious conſideration 
of all our fair readers. And why ſhould not 
the faſhion of manners be revived, as well as 
external modes? invention cannot laſt for 
ever, 
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ever, and when we are forced to have re- 
courſe to the taſte of our anceſtors, ſurely it 
is for our own intereſt not to copy the gown 
or the head dreſs of our grandmother, but 
to take it from the remoteſt period of time, 
by which means, like a modern author, 
who pilfers his richeſt ideas from the works 
of antiquity, we are in little danger of de- 
tection, and on their merit we ſhall eſtab- 
liſh our own fame. * 


Emely could have lived in the habit of 
ſeeing and converſing daily and hourly = 
with the moſt faſcinating handſome and 
accompliſhed of mankind, without danger 
to her peace or her prudence; in Mr. 
Ormond ſhe-encountered all theſe qualifi- 
cations, but her heart was as impregnable 
to him, as if he had been the very reverſe 
of what he really was, and for this ſimple 
reaſon, that Mr. Ormond had never given 
her cauſe to ſuppoſe ſhe was neceſſary to 
bis happineſs, and ſhe was too wile to flat- 
2 der 
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ter herſelf with ſuch a ſuppoſition: * We 
believe, had he ſaid to her, Emely 1 adore 
you, ſhe would not have heard him with 
diſpleaſure, or anfwered him with indiffer- 
ence ; ſhe would have credited his aſſer- 
tion repoſed her faith on his honor, and 
gloried in her conqueſt; on the contrary; 
in all his viſits to the Priory, in his gene- 
ral converſations, in his more particular 
tets à tetẽs, in his moſt cheerful or melan - 
choly moments, the word love had never 
eſcaped him, and only on one occaſion, 
did he ever pay a compliment to her per- 
ſon. : "y TT 


4 Aeneon 
She was diverting them as they ſat 
round the table after ſupper, with her ob- 
ſervations on high life, into which ſnie had 
indeed taken but a haſty peep in the ſhore 
time ſhe ſtayed in London, yet it was 
enough for the foundation of many plea- 
{ant remarks and entertaining anecdotes z 
ſhe aſked Mr, Ormond it he was one of 
2 what 
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what is called the fine men, and if he had 
lived much in London? when he was a 
child, he ſaid, his parents were ſettled there, 
and he ſtill remembered ſome occurrences 
that happened to him in his early infancy, 
but I leave you to gueſs, added he, if at that 
ſeaſon I could have any poſſible pretenſion 
to the appellation of a fine man; well then, 
ſhe replied, perhaps I know as much about 
them as you do, ſo on that ſcore, we muſt 
not expect from each other enough infor- 
mation to pay ourſelves for the trouble we 
ſhould have in talking of them; amongſt 
the fine ladies I am rather better acquaint- 
ed; ſhe then mentioned Lady Selina Dan- 
gle, in terms of rapture, - wiſhed fervently 
ſne might ſome day or other have the 
honor to call her filter, and added, it was 
the oddeſt thing in the world that her bro- 
ther did not ſee ſo charming and amiable 
a creature, with as much partiality as ſne 
did; mme was the moſt beautiful, conde- 
ſcending, Hvely, gentle, artleſs and ſincere 
e of 
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of all human beings, though it appeared 
that her Ladyſhip's good qualities were 
not properly underſtood by one half of 
eee, -5536re1oerron Aft add Ft 


The * 4 ſhe ſaw Mr. * — 
in her deſcriptive exhibitions, viſible in the 
undivided attention with which he liſtened 
to her, and the baniſhed ſmiles they ſame+ 
times recalled to his woe ſtricken counte - 
nance, made her delight in exerting all her 
powers; and having taken as great an 
averſion to Lady Margaret Deyero's 
bauteur, as ſhe had expreſſed admiration 
for the oppoſite quality, ſo conſpicuqus in 
Lady Selina Dangle; ſhe called on Mrs. 
Edwin for her aſſiſtance to contraſt the tw a 
ſiſters, on the morning when they honours. 
ed her with a call in Grafton - Street, ho, 
without borrowing from invention, or hax- 
ing recourſe to caricature, did ſo much 
juſtice to the magnificence of her magniſi- 
cent We that Mr. Ormond ſeemed to 

have 
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have buried the recollection of all his miſ- 
fortunes, and laughed immoderately. In- 
deed, the humour had taken ſuch hold of 
him, that he could put no check to it, even 
when Miſs Fairfax held up her more faſci- 
nating picture of Lady Selina, and repeat- 
ed the beautiful lines on friendſhip, which 
were the acknowledged compoſition of 
her Ladyſhip, and ſo happily applied to 
her new friend, on their firſt introduction 
to each other; Emely told him the was 
half inclined to change her opinion of his 
good nature, as ſne could ſee he was more 


pleaſed with a ſubject of ridicule, than of 


panegyrick. For inſtance, ſaid ſne, I never 
ſaw any body ſo delighted as you are with 
Mrs. Edwin's fine lady, but inſtead of 
liſtening to me; all that IJ have been tel- 
ling you of her charming ſiſter, has gone 
for nothing, and whilſt you fhould have 
been praiſing Lady Selina, you are laugh- 
ing at her odious Lady Margaret. 


Upon 
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Upon my honor I do not-deſerve this re- 
buke, returned he, I have not loſt a ſen- 
tence of your panegyrick ; I laugh at Mrs. 
Edwin's haughty woman of quality, be- 
cauſe the character is not more ridiculous 
than common, and the tout en/emble ſpeaks 
ſuch a likeneſs to the impertinent original, 
that I could not be better convinced of 
it, even if I had the misfortune to number 
her in the lift of my acquaintance. - When 
we examine a well drawn picture, marked 
by any prominent feature, we may venture 
to pronounce it a reſemblance, though a 
ſtranger to the countenance from which it 
has been copied. rn 


Oh! dear, do not miſtake me, inter- 
rupted Emely, can you think I rebuked 
you for laughing at Lady Margaret, ſne is 
that ſort of being, one muſt either hate or 
laugh at, and for ſelf ſake, it is better to be 
gay than angry; but why ſhould you ex- 
tend 
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tehd your / mirth to Lady Selina, whoſe 
e is the 4 "ou e a 
eee 1 

. d hey I am Aidebbilsee infi- 

del, where my faith requires that I ſhould 

believe in the vows of friendſhip and poeti- 

cal applications at a firſt interview; and 


from a woman who perhaps only imagines 


herſelf handſome, to another, that has un- 
doubtedly pretenſions to the reality of 
beauty; but if your Lady Selina is really 
an exception to my eſtabliſned opinion, 
be ſo good to inform me of my error, after 
having made a decent trial of her RAP ; 


and! will then aſk her pardon. 


T he din compliment conveyed” to 


received by her, or did the underſtand that 


ſhe. had any right to adapt it, for ſhe was 
not always on the look out, like thoſe pretty 
children who ſet traps for birds, butterffies, 1 
and fine . 5 ** was it * com- 

| | pliment 
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pliment we alluded to in a former part of 
our chapter; which being infinitely more 
direct, and applied with much greater 
energy, perhaps was not unregarded, un- 
comprehended; or unwelcome, and on the 
ſcore of ſcarceneſs, only receives a ſuppo- 
ſitious value, that intitles it to a place in 
our hiſtory. Amongſt the many little 
country and town anecdotes ſhe was 
fond of relating, for the amuſement of 
her hero; it may be ſuppoſed ſhe” did 

not forget to ſpeak of her preſentation 
| at court; of her palpitations, her fears; her 
tremors, to deſcribe the gracious countenan- 
ces by which they were diſſipated ; to re- 
late all that ſhe heard, all that ſhe ſaw, all 
that ſhe admired, and in her deſcription of 
Mrs. Aſhford, the beautiful bride, that more 
than any other object in the circle, had 1 
faſcinated her attention; the animation of 
her expreſſions, of her eyes and accents, 
had. ſuch an eflect on Mr. Ormond's de- 


ranged ſtate of nerves, that forgetting he 
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was not the lover of Emely, he laid his 
hand on her's, and exclaimed with viva- 
city, ah! Miſs Fairfax, the charming 
portrait you draw, belongs but to one 
woman, there 1s not another in the world, 
to whom it can belong; the univerſe does 
not contain any thing half ſo lovely, fo 
engaging, ſo intereſting, ſo aimable, as 
you are !! At the concluſion of this unpre- 
meditated exclamation, he ſtarted from his 
chair, caught up his hat, forced a ſmile 
into his face, nodded a ſilent adieu, quitted 
the room with precipitation, and. left the 
ladies confuſed, filent, aſtoniſhed l 
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"CHAP. IXIIL 


T the uſual hour, and with his _ | 
unembarraſſed eaſe, he appeared 

again next day at the Pnory, nor did he 
take the leaſt notice of any thing that had 
paſſed the evening before, only ſaid to Mrs. 
Lewellen after dinner, I muſt be on my 
guard to day, Madam, againſt the powers 
of your Madeira, it was too mueh for me 
yeſterday, it made me talk like a fool, and 
act like a madman. This apology fully ex- 
plained to the ladies, that he did not wiſh 
them to remember what had paſſed on his 
leaving 
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leaving them the preceding night, and 
that the particularity of his compliment 
to Miſs Fairfax, was fairly done away, which 
ſhe had the good ſenſe to think no more 
of, and the good nature to behave to him 
with the ſame kindneſs as ever ; the other 
two ladies did not permit themſelves to 
ſenſure his myſterious conduct, it was the 
offspring of contending paſſions, in that 
light they ſaw it, he was unhappy, they com- 
paſſionate and diſintereſted, and they made 
allowances for his behaviour, when it was 
not quite reconcileable to the rules of 
ſound reaſon ; they did more, they loved 
and pitied him. 


F Before Mrs. Edwin left town, ſhe had 
ſent her directions to the General Poſt- 
Office, to have their letters forwarded to 
High-Clft, and one of the clerks, who 
owed his eſtabliſhment to her good offices, 
had undertaken to diſcharge the truſt, which 
ſhe would not confide with her own porter, 

or 
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Themas — becàuſe it Vis palible, 
byo their means, Lord Haverville might 
wace but thair retreat, and los, his 
eouſin; but if aty letters were brought to 
ber houſe by prate hands; (ſhe had if 
orders to: have them catried to her lend 
at the Poſt· Office, who, except Lord Del 
beroygh, - was the only perſon that Knew 
her addreß. They had been abſent. from 
Londbn one month and four days, Without 
hearing from any body, at the end 01 
which time orie ſolitary letter found its way, 
to the Priory. Mrs. Edwin broke the 
ſeal with; a great deal of pleaſure; yet not 
quite ſb much as ſhe would have experieno 
ced, had it come from Emely's brother,” 
inſtead of her uncle. Though directed to 
Mrs. Edwin, the affectionate and grateful 
contents were equally addreſſed to both à 
it firſt informed them of bis health, ind 
next of his happineſo he-faid everything; 
had ahfweretl exactly to bib withes and 
their:expeBtaticins gf — bo ſelt any 
voll. v. » ©" > great 


— 
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ſhock, when forged of their ſud- 
den departure, he had acted wiſely by cob- 
cealing it; that he now behaved very 
properly ; they were on the beſt” terms in 
che world, and that im another fortnight 
ke ſhould recall the beſt of friends, and the 
deareft of children, who by their exertion 
Had ſaved his ſon from diſhonour, and 
himſelf from miſery z he tells thern how 
much their abſence has been felt, and how 
deeply regretted, yet he adds, we are very 
gay; I have preſented my dear Louiſa to 
all the old and young I know; in or dut of 
ray farnily; as my daughter, che prop and 
ornament of my houſe; your friend Lady 
Senna is 4 pretty tte" arch girl," hope 
ſhe 't60/ will belong to us when Charles 
comes back}; 1 am glad I do not hear 
tem kim} it is a figw he will be punct 
Ind when he does returt, I fancy this mips 
was wilt not be very much later than 
rate Tam much miſtiken if he has | 


tay bameet in e 
4 N 8 4 


Szrboxoven FA! Thy 
Lady Seng, Sk. which"'ho Hal yall be 
able to ilpotefs Him; ſhe is a charmin 
Ertiture, and for the fake bf thy hephe 
Fairfax, never "happy büt with" his felg⸗ 
tions ; always with bs at home a8 Wtroad; 
you muſt not be jealous Emely, but 1 
— the are the eee kiends that cax 

; th ey are as difficult to ſex parate 4 
bed Hep aud ſhadow. After fay cM ſome 
other 1 things, "Which i it is bot ey to 
Pot, Tan juſt before he 9 "has 
letter, he ies them, Lady Sell ing has 
frindled hin out of a a Fon to of en 
his houſe for the reception of maſks he 
following week, on a night of ; a a public 


Lg „Ni DOH 34 


N A1 261 1 e mt 
Such a letter as "Fl Was A ; great t tea 


ſure to Emely, and there was but one 32 
would have been a greater to Mrs, Ed. 
win ; ow cruel is it, fd the to he ele 
it Colonel "Fairfax has has. cen py. e 
Ffenry iy, not to inform Ann 
H 2 When 


n | ANY 1 
/ 4 4 : 0 
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When the Earl's letter was read to Mrs. 
Wale ah! dear child, aid the, you „ 
could not do too much for ſuch an uncle 
as yours ; even the conqueſt you gave up, 
and the ſacrifice you make of your time 
to an old woman, is nothing to what 1 
would do to ſhew my gratitude for his 
tender love to you; as a proof of my 
fincetity, write to him, tell him, that when 
he'is tired of aſſociating with the young, 
the gay, and the giddy, 1 offer him an 
affylum 1 in my Arcadia ; that'] will be his 
ſhepherdeſs, and reſign all the vanities ard 
55 world pd him and rural e | 


" 4 
1 ** 14 


ede r me, Wal you would reſi en 
them? ſaid Ormond, who had chat r mo- 
ment entered the room. 033077 1s , Np 


Vain young man cry'd ſhe, how dare 
you ſuppoſe it ! holding out her benevolent 
hand, which he preſſed affectionately to his 


tips; Mrs. Edwin and Emely gave him 
3 * theirs 


* — 
— * - 
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cheirs alſo; but theirs were not diſtingtiſned 
by the ſame paſſionate impreſſion; Mrs. 
Edwin's' hand received a plaintive preſſure, 
nt was the preſſure of ſtifled ſorrow ; he 
touched the delicate fingers of Emely, but 
it Vas the touch-of circumſpectiom Oh 
continued the chearful old lady, and had 
you really the preſumption to ſuppoſe, that 
EW obld relinquiſh che vanitien aft world, 
where. I have been ſo. very long eſt 
to keep ſheep with you |, to be the-ſRep- 
herdeſs of Mr. Ormond, or Mr. any bady 
elſe ? no, truly! an Earl's corenet is to 
hang about the neck of every ſnheep in my 
flock; to be painted on my crook; em- 
broidered on my ſtraw hat, and flounced 
all over my roſe - coloured pettiooat; my 
views are aimed at eee. che 
re Lord Delborou gg. 
+ * An 
5 * is old has W the extent 
of our evil deſtiny; any certainty is better 
than e but as. I never was. titreaten- 
ern H 3 ed 


— 
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ed with your crucl intentions hefore, I hapt 
they are taken up ſo ſuddenly on fome 
Agrecahlę news from England;; he then 
alked:Mifs Fairfax if he might give ber 
joy on the double occaſion of hearing from 


her uncle, and Lord Haverville's marriage 


n 1 Dan 2Stols Nπ] 


een a eee 
queſtion, chat ſeemed ta ſay, do not, do 
not tell me they are married, ſor then you 
will de recalled, aud 1 ball. loſe vou for. 
ever; the idea was natural, ſhe was icer- 
and Mrs. Lewellen, in the pride of her 
ear of her ſavourite Ormond, to what cauſe 
they were 2 n appearance at 
the et n dd t 


eee eee the 


great pleaſure of having heard from her 
— ot. entitled to his con- 
5 — 2 5 atulations 
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though — — — 
pineſs was at no greater diſtatice than a fe 
ſtraggling days, which - would ſoon be 
over. Soon over] was echoed from Or- 
mond's ſoul to his lips ;- but there the door 
Was n and it neachodno fires; 1705 


2 She locked ut bim ju Fn. bo op 
lool on their infants who are ſick, hut 
cannot, or will not, tell what they ail; his 
cied an unuſual. degree of ſadneſs hung 
upon him; perſuaded of the diſtaſe; the 
next thing was to find out a remedy, and 
the defired Mrs. Edwin would allo her 
to read certain parts of Lord Delborough's 
letter, ſuch, ſhe ſaid, a were ealeulated 
to eſtabliſh her own judgment in the 
choice of a friend, and make a convert 
of Mr. » Ormond. Having read all that 
concerned Lady Selina Dangle, ſhe ad- 
— with a ſimile, that „ 0 
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be followed by a tear, Well; fir, 'whaf have 
you to ſay for yourſelf, will you not retract 
from your ſtubborn unbelief, which my 
eloquence has not been able even to bend? 
Is not Lady Selina as much the favourite 
of my uncle as myſelf? and do you ſtill 
require more proofs of her ſteadineſs, be- 
fore you grant her the place I am ambi- 
tious to ſecure for hen” in your good opi- 
nn i 975 on n n * -[ 4&4 
i Pore _— yy blade 0 Ann an in- 
ereaſing degree of vivacity, highly flatter- 
ing to the author of it, have you brought 


one ſingle proof, . 
e a ; 
robe fre I have. Matty 452191 
joy W LISTS FASL H9 c 
Will — en dee to — it? 
er : 


4: Why, is it not as Send as the fan in 
the continuance of her attachment to our 
family? 

He 
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- He. only ſhook his head. 3V 544 * Ty; . 6 


V (44+ JO», de CHI 2141-BG N Q dc} IG 

A girl like me, IL allow you, might be 
deceived, but your ſex are not ſo liable 
to error, and you hear what my diſcerning 
ese of ber. n Di ar N 


* 


rod Ne 2 


4 ans ; he 5 ub not. be Jealouns: 
but that ſhe has forgotten you, and. given 
nk flip CO 6716 I 0 11 

r ee 

nee me! 1 E your 8 
hate; is no ſuch,. expreſſion; ; and if you 
knew Miſs Beverly, vou would know ſhe 
has a claim to more than a regulat diviſion: 
of every body's affections A1. 


Divided affections ! exclaimed. * * 
ven keep me ever, ever, from encountering 
affeQions that are divided He was ality, 
tle agitated, but inſtantly recayered, him 
ſelf by turning to Mrs. Lewellen, and 
adding, with addreſs, © You ſee, Madam, 

H 5 What 
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what you have to expect from the flave of 
paſhon. I give you this ſpecimen of my 
frantic humour, to deter you from ever 
ang me with a rival.” 17 


N en amb afar"; + 

Ah! then, ſaid ſhe, what will — 
of my noble ſhepherd, and all my coro- 
nets? The converſation then took another 
direction, into which he artfully conducted 
it, as if afraid to truſt his caution on a 
ſhore where it was poſſible it might be 
wrecked. He promiſed Emely he would 
tene w the ald ſubject after dinner; but 
did not keep his promiſe, or ſhe remind 
bim of it. There are certain people, who, 
let them talk how they will, or about what 
they will, are always eloquent, and no 
other topic can be half fo intereſting as 
that which engages the hearer's attention, 
whether it be the _ 0 a nnen ore 


een, 


2 N *- + 324: ; , 
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VERY thing went on in its uſual quiet 
way at the Priory for another fort- 
night, and without any additional letters 
received from England. One morning, 
earlier than the breakfaſt hour, and before 
Mrs. Lewellen had ſummmoned the little 
party to aſſemble at her bedfide, the r 
friends employed themſelves 1 in watering a 
roſe· tree, that had been many days hrought 
out of the hot-houfe to ornament” the 
room where they always ſat before 
dinner. This tree, ſaid Emely, how very 
H 6 like 
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like it is to baſhful merit, which all ad- 
mire, but few will relieve. See, Mrs. 
Edwin, how the lovely flowers hang down 
their drooping heads, with half concealed 
bluſhes! Do they not ſeem to reproach 
the gardener's neglect, and demand 
aſſiſtance from us, who have been the moſt 
benefited by their ſweetneſs ? Inſtead of a 
reply from Mrs. Edwin, it came cloſe to 
her ear on the other ſide, and in theſe 
words, Am I never to ſurpriſe you with- 
out the double advantage to mylelf, of 
pleaſure and inſtruction ?” Ha] ſaid ſhe, 
ſtarting, turning her head with quickneſs, 
and out-bluſhing the roſe ſhe was twiſt- 
ing about the ſtalk of 1 its mother tree, How 


this voice follows mei it will deſtroy my 


nerves at laſt, if I do not get it conjured 


71 IR oy * 
C 


When 1 ns to „ Mig 
Fairfax, anſwered Ormond, in a ſolemn 


tone, it will be of . little value to its 
owner, 
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owner, that I care not what, becomes, of 
it! We can find no more apologies for a 
cautious man, who begins to be ſo fre- 
quently incautious, nor could he find any 
for himſelf; his laſt expreſſions will bear 
no more ſimilitude to prudence, than the 
colour of a roſe now did to the beating 
burning cheeks of Emely. She was grieyed; 
diſturbed, anxious, and replied, heſitating, 
I-—I—indeed, Mr. Ormond, I did not 
mean to ——— but you are ſo ſerious 
Do not be angry with me; I never ſhall 
be tired of hearing your voice, nor Mrs. 
Edwin, nor Mrs. Lewellen. 


No, indeed. D Mr. Grogan: we 
never can be tired of either ſeeing or hear- 
ing you, ſaid Mrs. Edwin, who ſaw the 
darling of her heart was in a plunge, from 
which ſhe did not know how to extricate 
herſelf: Are you not the life af our ſoci- 
ety ? Could we exiſt without you? But 
my poor Emely was a little ſurpriſed at 

your 


138 DEEBOROUGH FAMILY. 

your early viſit, which, I think, has no 
preedent, though not on that account the 
leſs acceptable. | 


- You are very kind, very compaſſionate, 
he replied, with a look that fully ex- 
plained the meaning of his words: I be- 
lieve you underſtand me better than I un- 
derſtand myſelf; I am ſometimes a dreamer, 
and talk odly! He pauſed a moment, 
then drawing a large packet from his 
pocket, added, I had almoſt forgot what 
was the buſineſs that brought me here fo 
much before my uſual time. Theſe are 
letters for you, Madam ; my ſervant took 
them up when he called at the Poſt-Office. 
May they contain all that can make you 
happy. When I return, if Miſs, Fairfax 

has forgiven my intruſion, perhaps, ſhe will 
indulge me, in her own charming manner, 
nr eee 
world. 


F orgive 
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Forgive you! no, I cannot forgive you, 
becauſe you never have offended me. 
Emely ſaid this to mm den Nun 


— 


Wen mean hereafter to lay openthe whole 
contents of the packet delivered by Mr. 
Ormond into the hands of Mrs. Edwin; ; 
but for the preſent muſt go back and exa- 
mine when, theſe letters If; London, and 
how the writers, of them, were, ſituated. 
This may not be the work of a moment 
but we recommend it, to our readers that, 
whether we are abſent, from the Priory. a 
moment or an hour, they do not loſe fight 
of the room where Mrs. Edwin and Emely 
are retired to read their packet of letters, 
and when we come back the door ſhall be 
opened and we promiſe, them they ſhall 
be thay breaking of the very firſt on 1 


Open the door inſtantly, cries a com- 
manding voice; let che ſeals be broken, 
17 and 


* — ON” I — 
— — — — — 
— - — — 

—U—— ——— — — eo — 
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and the contents of thoſe letters commu- . 
nicated.” It was the voice of common 
ſenſe, againſt which there is no appeal 
we therefore turn back, and ſubmit our 
own r wal to her — emen. 


_ ha! — * 


LETTER THE | CTIA « 


ee Miſs Beverly! 1 ſhall Una go 
mad! Yes, Miſs Beverly is off! Gone # 


gone from London! Will not marry my 


ſon! Do you think I can keep my ſenſes? 
Yet I am not ſo paſſtonate as I uſed to 
be. Oh! my Lotiſa, it was you that 
taught me to check the violence of my 
head-ftrong humour, and yet it is you that 
have forfaken me! My deareſt Mrs. Ed- 
win, my deareſt niece, you tried to ſave 
me, but without effect! and now that you 
are away, who is there to ſooth and com- 
fort me? Yet I would not have you come 
back, things may yet be accommodated; 


2 1 would not have that weather- cock; 
Haverville „ 


eo THANE 161 
Haverville, on any account ſee Emely again 
whilſt" chere is a, bare chance of bringing 
matters round. The boy is as-ſulky as 
the devil; and I can get no more out of 
him than I can from Miſs Beverly. He 
ſays ſhe' has uſed him ill; that muſt be 
a ——. I vilh not ſwear if I can help it: 
J will ſay only a lye. She uſe him ill! 
who is herfelf all goodneſs, honour, can- 
dour; and gentleneſs. If my nephew Fair- 
fax was at home he ſhould make him eat 
his words If ſhe ever forgives him, ſo 
will T; but ſhe muſt marry as well as for- 
give him, or he is no longer my ſon. Sit 
James Archer and his wife have taken my 
Louiſa into the country. What a parting 
it was ! L had rather they had taken my 
life! How ü affectionately did "ſhe kiſs my 
hands! With what duty implore me 
to give her my bleſſing; and ſometimes to 
remember how dear ſhe had once been to 
me I believe at that terrible moment 
had as much of her filial love as if I had 
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been her ſather, and yet ſhe refiſted my in- 
treaties to know in what that unlucky raſ- 
cal had offended her;; and what do you 
think was her anſwer ? that in relinquiſh» 
ing the honour of a connexion with my 
family,” ſhe was not governed by caprice 
or reſentment, but merely conſulted the 
happineſs of my ſon, and her on tran- 
quillity, neither of which could be forward- 
od dy the propoſe] alliance z but that her 
reaſons for forming an opinion, ſo deciſive, 
the did not think herſelf at hberty to di- 
vulge I pleaded in vain. I ſaid what a 
giſappaintment it would be to poor Charles, 
and Emely, ſnhe changed countenance, and 
aſked if I could inform her of your ad- 
dreſs, and would permit her to write to 
you ? Of courſe I did bath, for there is no 
chance now that ſhe will tell my ſon where 
you are. Sometimes I think ſhe has heard 
af the blockhead's being in love with his 
couſin, and yet how can. it be ? for nobody 
knows his curſed folly but ourſelves. Per- 

— haps 


#7 
3. * 
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haps his uſage. of the late Miſs Mavenpoxt, 
creature l yet in that affair he made m 
almoſt as great a villain as himſelf Heye 
ever, the inſernal buſineſs was over long he- 
has come to her knowledge, has ſhe à right 
ta refent. it? and of acting wrong I never 
ſhall accuſe her; ſo it cannot be thats Lady 
Selina Dangle thinks it is only a love quaireh 
and takes great pains to find it out. She 
promiſes me not only to make che diſea 
very, but bring about a reconciliation 
This proſpect; conſoles me a little. for 4 
think her -good-natured endeavouts may 
ſucceed, as ſhe purſues them with indeſati 
gable diligence. The Archers, and my 
angel have left town three. days, yet her 
Ladyſhip calls to ſee how I do almaſt as 
often, as uſual. She has long conferences 
ſpends the greateſt portion of his time at 
her ! J think it muſt come to ſomer 
; thing 
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thing at laſt, and - though: her defigns are 
not quite compleated, yet ſoe' kindly tells 
me every day brings witt i it · new cauſe to 
hope they will ſoon be accompliſhed, and 
all chis trouble ſhe is giving herſelf for me 
and my family, does it not ſpring from 4 
motive which enhances che obligation, and 
doubly. endears the ſervice ſhe renders me? 
My nephew will be happy; he deſerves 
to be happy. My ſon will always be mi- 
ſerable; he is the carver of his on por- 
tion. Has Emely heard trom her bro- 
ther? What is become of him? I am ſo 
immerſed in my unlucky domeſtic affairs, 
that I have not time to be angry with any 
body but Haverville;-or I ſhould reſent to 
Charles that he is not at home. If he had 
kept to his time, then with Lady Selina's 
aſſiſtance joined to his own, I might ſoon 
have been helped out of my trouble; but 
do not the whole world find more pleaſure 
in tormenting or diſappointing me now that 
ih am "grown patient, than when I would 
| have 
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have every thing: my o.] way? It ds a 
ttuth not to he diſputed. I vill allo hut 
of two” exceptions—a prudent wiſe friend 
in Mrs: Edwin, a gentle, obedicht, and 
beloved. child in my niece. All other 
friends and relations I diſclaim̃, unleſs Fairs 
fax can give a good renſon for. his abſence; 
when J am ſo mueh in need 1 
ſence.“ 


Thus ended letter the firſt, all but a 
very affectionate concluſion, which is to 
be found, or ſomething like it, in a hund- 
red other epiſtles, that make _ a "Ret 
other —— * 


Good God! cry'd Emely, how Rs 
is all this! how wonderful that fuch an 
alteration ſhould happen, when every thing 
ſeemed going on ſo much in 25 n 


awn way, as he calls it. 99 
ars MY igt dg 
Dear 


186 


. ans Roifed thas 
ape; I hope Lord Delborough is 
not ſeriouſly angry with Colonel ee 
I wonder where he can be, and. what it is 
that detains him t Whilſt Mrs. Edwin 
chus expreſſed her tertors, her wonder and 
her 8 _ had * Lecter 
the ſecond. ix a'iy 
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ERHAPS, ear wo Fei, you 
town, and relinquiſhed all my pterenſioni 
to the honor of an alliance wich Lord Has 
verville ; the place from - whence-I date 
will confirm the intelligence, and tell yuu 
that I am now returned ta the Grange, 
where I hope quietly to remain under the 
protection of my brother and ſiſter Archer 
til they ate weary of me. Your unde; 
n E iovei fon bis goodnef to me, vet 
ſince 


$63 eee en 


ince Ifirſt knew him, J car. is, diſpleaſed 
with my conduct. I. have given him 
cauſe for he hs; go Wi I could not in- 


called — unfceling, . Pe) fu yet 
I — myſelf innoce _ theſe heavy 


de n 
. God e did 


not fl er at ſight 
of the agonies my fixed reſolution cauſed 
Lord Melberough, Men I brake ito] him 
in the moſt guarded terms, that it was im- 
Poſſible: Hu Ver he. the Miel of 
fog. Ike the ſtrength of his paſſions, 
LAreaded them; I with'd he had regard 
ed me With leſs partiality I almaſt prayed 
for inſtant antuhilation . rather han he the 
cauſe; and. witneſs of his indiſeziliable an · 
guiſh; than appear to him as I muſt have 


done, acting from levity a, unſtendy, un- 
principled, ungrateful ; nx. ſituatian was 
tob diſtreſſing, the recolleGion-ſhogks3 me, 
Iwill. try to * fror memory 
„ tho? 
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tho' I baniſh myſelf from his preſence, he 
will ever hold my affections, reſpect and 
duty, as much his vaſſals, as if I had really 
been his daughter, and the wife of Lord 
Haverville. God forbid there ſhould be a 
diſunion of ſon and father on my account. 
I ſubmit to bear all the arrows of maleyo- 
lence, rather than a misfortune, that appears 
to me ſo terrible, ſhould be the conſe- 
quence of my own exculpation. My bro- 
ther and fifter are the only two people with 
whom I have repoſed my confidence, and 
they are ſatisfied—I could wiſh my vindi- 
cation to extend a little farther ! that Miſs 
Fairfax, from miſrepreſentation, may not 
believe me worthleſs, and diſcard me from 
her friendſhip. I defire not to exclude 
Mrs. Edwin, I prize her approbaticn too 
highly to forfeit it by my too great cau- 
tion; let me obtain but their ſanction, and 
let the reſt of the world amuſe themſelves 
as much as they pleaſe at my expence; 
Lord Haverville will one day or other, by 


VOL. V. I nis 
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his own conduct, develope- the myſtery to 
them, without my drawing up the vail to 
ſatisfy their curioſity. What a taſk do 1 
impoſe: on you, my dear Miſs Fairfax ; 1 

hardly think three ſneets of paper will con- 
tain the whole of my narrative; when you 
grow tired, pray throw it aſide, and e 

it ab an at your leiſure, | ee 1 


- 
| * 
J 


My fiſter has very lately 9 to me, 7 
that for a long time, even before we came N 
to town, both ſhe and Sir James ſaw, and 
lamented a change in Lord Haverville's 
attentions; I declare, if I did fee an alte- 
ration in them, it did not occaſion me any 

regret; I found it much more agreeable | 
to be loved by his Lordſhip with modera- 
tion, than with that extreme violence with }. - 
which he firſt purſued me; but I will not 
animadvert; in pity to your patience, I 1 
will be as conciſe as ſelf-love will let me. 
I even wave the repetition of my ſorrow, .. 
when I found you had left London, without 
* bidding 


£+- + 
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bidding me farewell, but ſhall only fay, 
that your couſin aſſured me of his perſeck 
ſympathy ; we talked of you continually,” 
and had ſcarce any other ſubject; Lady 
Selina was every day of our parties, pri- 
vate and public; ſhe introduced us to her 
ſiſter; Lady Margaret Devero, Lady Au- 
guſta Fotherton, Lady Charlotte Ogle, and 
twenty other ladies, whoſe names I do not 
remember; Lord Haverville has a very 
large acquaintance, my brother's houſe, as 
well as your uncle's, was crowded with fine 
people of all forts and ſizes; my dear old 
Lord delighted to preſent me to every 
body as his daughter; it was evidently his 
pride and his joy to do me honor, and! 
hope I did not ſo much diſcredit his choice, 
as to receive the compliments his partia- 
lity procured for me, either with impetti- 
nence or reſetve. My brother now tells 
me, chat on theſe occaſions, my Lord did 
not acquit himſelf half ſo well, and that 
whenever he ſaw man or woman coming 
30 12 towards 
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towards him with a countenance expreſſive 
of congratulation, he turned away to avoid 
any particular application. Sir James's 
penetration, I dare ſay, did not miſlead 
him, but upon my word I made no ſuch 
obſervation. A public maſquerade was 
advertiſed ; it was afterwards put off for 
ſome days, and when it took place, it 
happened to be on the very night that the 
ſettlements were to be ſigned by your 
couſin and myſelf; for this reaſon I was 
averſe to the performance of a promiſe 
which Lord Delborough had before given 
at the inſtigation of Lady Selina, that he 
would open his houſe for the reception of 
maſks; I could not be heard, your dear 
uncle was inſpired with a double portion 
of ſpirits; he would not retract, he faid, 
and that it would be time enough to ſign 
and ſeal, when the company were all gone, 
and we were left to enjoy our family 
party.— How wonderful are the ways of 
Providence, and how much more wiſely 
does 
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does it conduct us, than we could guide 
ourſelves—what I ſo much wiſhed to 
avoid, was to prove my greateſt good, for 
*till that night I never entertained a doubt, 
but that if all the women on earth were 
ſelected together, for the purpoſe of Lord 
Haverville's chuſing a wife, I ſhould have 
been the object of his choice thank hea- 
ven I was overtaken by conviction, before 
J was ſurpriſed by repentance—Lady Se- 
lina defired to dreſs at my ſiſter's, that we 
might go to St. James's-Square at the 
ſame time, and in the ſame carriage ; our 
Grecian habits were brought home the 
day before; ſhe was on that day to have 
dined with us, and I expected her every 
moment, but inſtead of ſeeing, I received 
a haſty billet from her, which informed me 
that her father had ſent for her into the 
country, on what buſineſs ſhe did not know, 
but that in obedience to the Duke's com- 
mands, ſhe was forced to ſet off immediate- 
Tb}, expreſſing her bitter ſorrow at leaving 
19 behind 
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behind her the dear maſquerade, and her 
ſtill dearer friends. I was then little ac- 
gquainted with Lady Selina's heart, though 
à great admirer of her vivacity, and felt 
more vexation than I ought to have done, 
becauſe diſappointed of her enlivening pre- 
fence at the awful ceremony of ſigning, 
which appeared to me, I hardly knew why, 


even more terrific than ſolemn. I be- 


lieve it was a preſcience that I ſhould not 
be happy with Lord Haverville, though I 


did not then underftand it. I ſaw his 


.» Lordſhip in the morning, before I got 


.-, Eady Sehna's excuſe; I ſhewed him our 


k 


dreſſes, and explained to him how he might 
_ -diftinguiſh one from the other, by the dif- 
ferent colour of our turbans, for our habits 
were exactly the fame, ſo you know is our 
ſize; the letting him into this ſecret, was 


a plan of her Ladyſhip's conſtruction, as 

alſo that we were afterwards to deceive 
him, by reverſing the ſignal ; ſhe ſaid ſhe 
longed to hear how paſſionately the charm- 
29039151 mg 


abſent; as to me, 
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ing Viſcount would - proclaim his extaſies, 
when he found himſelf approaching ſo near 
the hymeneal temple, and ſaw the ſleepy 
| lawyers, | rouſed from their long nap, 


ready to give him entrance.— When 1 
have ſatisfied my curioſity, then, added-ſhe, 


I Will tell him he is miſtaken, and that 


he has all his raptures to go over again with 
the blue turban. When it was underſtood 


we were to go without her, the whole 


ſcheme would have fallen to the ground, 
but for one of thoſe whimſical fatalities, 


Which promiſes nothing, but produces 
much. My ſiſter had been pleaſed with 
the idea of impoſing this little deceit on 


your couſin, and afterwards, as if merely 
for the jeſt ſake, ſhe ſaid it muſt not drop, 
for want of a hand to ſupport it, that ſhe 


would herſelf appear in my habit and tur- 
ban, whilſt I ſhould put on that which his 
Lordſhip knew was intended for Lady Se- 


lina, and not diſcover to him that ſhe was 
added my ſiſter, as I am 
14 neither 
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neither young, handſome, or unmarried, 
nobody will think it worth their while to 
aſk where I am, or what is become of me. 
She has ſince confeſſed, that having doubts 
both of Lord Haverville and our lively 

friend, ſhe propoſed, under this diſguiſe, to - 
aſcertain, or renounce them. The firſt part 
of the evening his Lordſhip attached him- 
ſelf to her; he enquired for Lady Archer, 
was ſorry ſhe was confined at home by in- 
diſpoſition ; was amazingly happy at the 
event, which would mark that evening one 
of the, moſt fortunate he had ever experi- 
enced. Such, ſhe ſaid, were his words, 
but his voice was languid, his air embar- 
raſſed, and his ſpirits . depreſs'd.., Theſe 
were my ſiſter's obſervations; you know 
how... remarkably we ſpeak alike, ſo that 
the deception was paſſed on him without a 
chance of detection. I come now to my 
own ſhare in the lucky adventure; for in 
what other light can I ever look back on 


A aan that releaſes me for ever 
| from 
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from a man, who would have married me 
from a point of honor, and not from ineli- 
nation. I had ſeparated myſelf from Lady 
Archer, when Lord Haverville leſt her 
ſide and came to me; he took my hand, 
and preſſing it with fervor, whiſpered cloſe 
to my ear, Dear Lady Selina, I am undone 
by your advice! retire with me a mo- 
ment! for I muſt. ſpeak to you. I was 
ſtartled, but gave him my hand in ſilence, 
and he led me to a room where only a few 
ſtraggling maſks were walking about, and 
we took our ſeats in a retired corner. I 
will confeſs, that my heart beat whilſt 1 
waited an explanation of the accuſations 
which were addreſſed to me under my tup- 
poſitious character, and if my repoſe was 

not wounded, my curioſity was alarmed: 
I trembled at the idea of being forced to 
ſpeak, by which means, as I had from our 
retired ſituation no pretence for diſguifing 
my voice, he might have found me out 
before he had diſcovered himſelf; for ſome 
15 dreadful 
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dreadful myſtery muſt be hid; I was very 
certain in the exclamation I am undone 
by your advice —but Providence, in this, 
as on other occaſions, had taken me under 
its protection, and his own eagerneſs pre- 
vented the misfortune I dreaded. Lady 
Selina, cry'd he, ſeizing my hands, hear 
What I have to complain of, do not inter- 
rupt me by a ſingle ſyllable, till I have 
done accuſing you, and then aſſiſt me if 
you can I anſwered by a motion of my 
head, and laying a finger on my lips, as 
like one of Lady Selina's expreſſive move- 
ments, as imitation could make it. 


My God!] continued he, why have you 
drawn me to the brink. of a precipice, 
without ſhewing me a way by which I may 
eſcape ; two hours hence, it will be too 
late to retrieve me from danger; have you 
no reſource, no invention? you have pro- 
miſed me ſafety, yet I feel myſelf on the 
eve of deſtruction ! I have been governed 
| by 
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by your commands, and have a right to 
your aſſiſtance; half the night is expired, 
vou take no ſtep for my relief; you walk 
the rooms as compoſed, as if I w 
going to be the happieſt man in the world; 
I would have told Miſs Beverly my ſitua- 
tion, ſhe would have pardoned, pitied me, 
and been my advocate, but you, Lady Se- 
] lina, you forbade me, on pain of your ever- 
laſting diſpleaſure, to adopt a meaſure ſo 
N full of uncertainty; and I remember yon 
| alſo faid, Louiſa is ſtupid enough in con- 
ſcience, but not quite ſo mad, I believe, 
to give you up to a rival, without running 
to your father, and ſpouting out her own 
diſmal tragedy to his partial ears; do you 
recollect how we fell out on this: occaſion, 
and I ſtill hold my opinion, that Miſs 
Beverly, (yourſelf, and —-— excepted,) is 
the very firſt of human beings ; that if 1 
had been fortunately headſtrong, taken my 
own way, reſign'd her love, intreated her 
friendſhip, and conſulted her judgment, I 
I 6 ſhould 
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thould have met her compaſſion, all would 
have been well, and by her means I might 
have gained my , the darling of my 
_ $ affection, from be hand of my father. 


— muſt here interrupt his ine a mo- 
ment, to make an apology for myſelf. My 
dear Miſs Fairfax, forgive me, that I have 
twice left a blank, where I might have 
fubſtituted a name, the reſpectability of 
which is an excuſe for poor Lord Haver- 
ville's inconſtancy to me, and prevents 
my feeling half the mortification I might 
have felt, at hearing him talk of this ten- 
derly beloved rival, had not that rival been 
as much my ſuperior, 1n all other reſpects, 
as ſhe is in perfonal perfections. I believe 
ſhe does not know his Lordſhip's penchant 
for her, therefore her name is the only part 
of this myſterious buſineſs, but what I 
have moſt willingly revealed to you, here- 
after, ſhould he be ſo fortunate to ob- 
* tain 
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tain her hand, nobody will wiſh for their 


happineſs more fervently than I ſhall,” 


When Emely came to this part of Miſs 
Beverly's letter, her colour forſook her. 
She burſt into tears. Yes, cned ſhe, it is 
I that am the wretched cauſe of her miſ- 


fortunes, and ſhe knows it! Delicate, ge- 


nerous Louiſa ! Artful, deteſtable Lady 
Selina! I marry him! I would rather unite 
myſelf to death than Haverville ! Thank 
God! My love, ſaid Mrs. Edwin, kiſſing 
her cheek, and wiping away the tears that 
glided down her face, thank God you have 
both eſcaped him] And now let me' finiſh 


Miſs Beverly's moſt ingenious, moſt charm- 


ing letter, for I ſee you are at preſent too 
much agitated to proceed ; nor will 'my 
impatience for the ſequel allow me to wait 
till you are more compoſed. Miſs Fairfax 


_ conſented to the propoſition, and the letter 


was continued, as may be found in our next 
chapter, 


CHAP, 


— 
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CHAP. LXVI. 


CONTINUATION OF MISS BEVERLY'S 
LETTER. 


F MIGHT have gained the darling of 


my ſoul's affection from the hand of 
my father, ſaid Lord Haverville ; but it 
is now too late | The writings are to be 
ſigned this evening: It is too late to throw 
myſelf on the mercy of Miſs Beverly! It 


is too late for every thing! 


No, my Lord, I replied, it is not yet 
too late! He ſtarted at the ſound of my 
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voice. I was then ſtanding up, and had 
half withdrawn my maſk. He fell againſt 
the back of his chair, and cried out, Miſs 
Beverly herſelf! Then I am, indeed, ru- 
ined paſt redemption! I felt my eyes 
moiſten ; I am by conſtitution more in- 
clined to commileration than reſentment, 
and I pitied Lord Haverville. From this 
moment my Lord, faid I, we part for 
ever, and I put my hand on his arm; but 
let us part friendly. 


Part for ever! exclaimed he, ſtarting up, 
and preſſing my hands to his boſom, « No, 
you are an angel, and nothing but death 
ſhall ſeparate me from you! I have been 
guilty, but I am penitent. Pardon my 
errors; this once pardon them, I intreat 
you !” and he fell at my feet. I faid, I 
would make him no anſwer whulſt he re- 
mained in that poſture. 'The eyes of four or 
five maſques, at the further end of theroom, 


were turned upon us. I obſerved this cir- 
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cumſtance to him, and at laſt prevailed. 
He got up, but did not let go my hands 
till I withdrew them from his hard gripe, 
but not with anger. He urgently preſſed 
for my reply. Would I only fay that the 
preparations ſhould proceed? Would I give 
him hope the ſettlements ſhould ſtill be 
executed that evening? Would I flatter 
him with the idea I yet might be 
prevailed upon to compleat his felicity ? 
There was no time, he would not wait; 
no penance he would not ſubmit to; no 
facrifice he would not make, to retrieve 
the bleſſedneſs of his former ſtation in my 
heart. I did not interrupt him as long as 
he choſe to ſpeak; but when he pauſed, 
and I ſaw his mind beginning to abſent 
itſelf from the ſubje& that had engaged 
him to exert all his conſtitutional vehe- 
mence. I faid to him as mildly as I could 
fpeak, but alſo with as much firmneſs, I 
do not pretend, my Lord, to take from 
you the imputation of having merited my 
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diſpleaſure: Could I do this, I ſhould loſe 
the gratification of ſaying I pardon you, 
which I now pronounce freely, unequivo- 
cally, and without reſtrictions, He was 


breaking out into one of his rhapſodies, 


when I ſtopped the current of his elo- 
quence, by aſſuring him we did not yet 
underſtand each other, if he thought the 
pardon he had given me a rigbt to grant 


him was a prelude to the continuance of 


our acquaintance ; on the contrary, 'my 


Lord, faid I, to-morrow I ſhall leave Lon- 
don; this night I take my leave of your 


dear and reſpectable father, and unleſs you 
are diſpoſed to make him your irreconcilea- 
ble parent, truſt him not with the cauſe of 


our ſeparation; from me he ſhall never 


know it. I broke from his endeavours to 
detain me, joined my ſiſter, and whilſt I 
was telling her what had paſſed as we ſtood 
at a window, I ſaw Lord Haverville ſtep 
into a carriage with another maſque, and 
drive from the houſe. Sir James and Lady 

Archer 
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Archer had the goodneſs to ſanction what 
. had done, and what I meant to do, with 
their intire approbation. I aſked a private 
interview of Lord Delborough. With 
what joy did he indulge my requeft, and 
with what trembling horror was I obliged 
to plunge the dagger in his boſom, which 
I knew muſt deſtroy his tranquillity. The 
ſcene was too ſhocking for deſcription, but 
1 never, never, ſhall forget it! He cer- 
tainly has reaſon to think me a wretch, 
without feeling, without gratitude ; but I 
have preſerved, at leaſt, my own peace of 
mind, by not giving up Lord Haverville 
to his reſentment. We ſet out for the 
_ Grange early the next morning; but as 
| Joon as we hear the family are returning, at 
leaſt, if Lord Haverville means to reſide 
with his father in this . we 
muſt ſeek for another aſylum, 


a We here put an end to Miſs Beverly 8 


letter for the purpoſe of opening another, 
29) the 


/ ˙ A 


word of news, I muſt have a grand quarrel 
wich you child! How dare you run away, 
and not tell me where you was going; not 
leave word how I was to write to you; 
not ſay to uncle, or couſin, or any of us, 
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the ſtile and ſentiments of which are as 
unlike the former, as the difference of foul 
and ſenſe could ake them. - 2304 11817 


LETTER THE THIRD. 
RON LADY, SELINA DANGLE. | | 


. 


a hurly-burly, ſuch a charming confuſion, 
that 1 hardly know where to begin. O yes 


but I do, for before I regale you with a 


where you was going; indeed I am down» 


right angry with Mrs. Edwin, as well as 


you, and never would have forgiven it, if 
my ſervant had not ſeen your ſervant, by 
which means I found out, a letter might 
be conveyed to you by ſending it to Dover- 

Street. 
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Street. How mighty odd all this is; pray 
where are you my deareſt Emely, my 
ſweet friend? what are they going to do 
with you? not to marry you, I hope, to 
an odious country Squire, who will never 
bring you to dear London oftner than once 
in half a dozen winters. Oh! if you love 
me, never think of that, I have better 
views for you child; but not another word 
will I ſay of that matter, till I have told 
you all the wonderful adventures of the laſt 
four days. Do you know, that vile Louiſa 
Beverly has jilted, yes, abſolutely jilted 
that amiable creature Haverville; J al- 
ways knew what her inſinuating gentleneſs, 
and pretended prudence, would end in; 
but your infatuated uncle is ſtill as much 
the ſlave of her artifices, as ever. Lord! 
when I now go to ſee him, he is always 
roaring or whining about the wicked, ly, 

deceitful girl, the very ſame as if ſhe had 

never come into his family, to ſet them all 

by the ears; but ſhe is pretty well under- 
488 ſtood 
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ſtood now amongſt the circles, into which 
ſhe was puſhing herſelf without leave or by 
leave. For all your fakes, I do every thing 
I can to tumble down her would-be pretty 
exemplary Ladyſhip. I wonder what ſhe 
did to draw Haverville into her fnares ; he 
is really a beautiful fellow, and ten thou- 
ſand times too good for her; I am ſure 
ſhe muſt have employed ſome ſort of 
witchcraft, but whatever the charm was, 
the effect ſoon wore off. And now my 
deareſt friend, though I have a million of 
other things to tell you, I muſt firſt repoſe 
a ſecret of my own in your faithful boſom ; 
do you know, my ſweet Emely, it is in my 
power to conſole your diſappointed couſin, 
and I don't know what to do about it; 1 
told you the vile girl muſt have applied to 
magic for her ſhort triumph, and if ſne 
had not baſely deſerted him, he would have 
forſaken her. Heigh ho! this Cupid is 
a marvellous lover of miſchief, or he would 
never have ſtolen from ſuch a little de- 
ſigner 
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ſigner as that. Louiſa, the heart of Haver- 
ville, to lay it at my feet; for there, child, 


at this precious moment, does it aQtually. 
lye melting, bleeding, dying, to be taken 

up; received and cheriſhed;; now I dare 
ſay it has been in the poſſeſſion of a hund- 
dred ladies, and a thouſand miſſes, before 
it was offered to me; but all ſuch fooliſn 
affairs are forgotten, and as he ſwares it 
ſnall be my faithful ſervant for ever, why, 
I have written his n caſe. to my fſa- 
ther, he is not in town. Oh! ſuch a ridi - 

culous buſineſs, as I can tell you about his 
Grace, but that will do for my ſubjecrg 
when I am tired of love, and the dear 

adoring. Haverville. Well then, I have, 
I fay, written to my father, ſo has 
my enchanting lover; we have juſt re- 

ceived favourable anſwers; he is highly 

flattered with my conqueſt, but he has 
alſo, he ſays, applied by the ſame poſt, to 
my enamorato's father; the duce take him, 
I think-that was the ſillieſt action, but one, 


he 
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he ever did in his life; for though an al“ 
liance wit us is the moſt ſuitable thing in 
the world, yet 1 have my doubts. I long 
to hear if old Poſitive will rec:ive me gra- 
ciouſly, though it does not ſignify, for 1 
will be his daughter in ſpite of his teeth; 
I ſhall make Haverville take out an Arch- 
biſhop's licence, to be in readineſs, ſo with © 
or without further conſent, in ten or twelve 
days ; à word to the wiſe - better 
be a young foot than an old one—and my 
romantic papa has ſet me ſuch an example. 
Oh, you will die with laughing, but I am 
not come to his hiſtory yet.—yes, I will-- 
marry the ſon, without having the fear of 
the father before my eyes. If the old 
Lord ſhould ſtorm, rave, ſware and cut 
capers about that deteſted girl, who has” 
uſed his charming ſon ſo very very ill, my 
beloved Emely, my deareſt friend, ſhall” 

come back, ſooth him into good hu- 
mour, with his naughty daughter, and 


make him give me his bleſſing, whether 
oi he 
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he will or not. By this arrangement we 
ſhall be all mighty happy, for I hate fa- 
mily quarrels, one never lives half fo 
comfortable when one is not on good 
terms with the. old folks, nor can one cut 
half the figure.— Lord! what a hurricane 
there will be in St. James's-Square, when 
Lord Delborough gets my father's letter ; 
I hope it will not blow my pretty Viſ- 
count quite into ſhivers. your poor Se- 
lina will, no doubt, be execrated over and 
over; idolater as he is of his all-faſcinating 
Miſs Beverly; though the daughter of a 
Duke, I am ſure he will ſet his face againſt 
me. Do you know, that to make friends 
with him, I have even told a million of 
lies, and he believes, poor man, I am 
uſing all my powers, to bring forward his 
own awkward plan of family happineſs, by 
reconciling his ſon and his idol; a fine 
ſtroke of mine, merely to amuſe him, 
yet he takes it ſeriouſly, and is quite tire- 
ſome with his acknowledgments for my 

great 


— — he might ke his-fon'sy 
my charraing Viſcount's inclination, if he 


would, it is plain enough when we are to- 


gether; but he will open his eyes only to 
ſee what he calls his ſon's miſconduct, and 
you believe that he will not even allow ſhe. 
has uſed-my dear Lord ill, true, upon my 
him; was ever any thing ſo unjuſt! 1 
hinted ſomething of the kind one day, he 
looked fo angry, I thought he would have 
beat me. Lady Selina, ſaid he, you are 
much too good to vindicate Haverville, at 
Miſs Beverly's expence, whatever ſepa- 
rates them, he only can be to blame; Maſs 
Beverly would not run from a venomous 
him, as ſhe has done from my unworthy 
ion. IL ſaw his Lordſtiip was on the high 
ropes, and as I did not want to make a 

vob. v. K quarrel. 
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_ quarrel of it, I ſeemed to be of his opinion, 
he gave me credit for my condeſcenſion, 
and we have been great friends ſince, but 
how it will end is the queſtion ; no mortal 
was ever more deceived in his Louiſa than 
myſelf; Lord! I thought her exactly what 
ne appeared to be, and after you left me, 
my deareſt friend, you can't think how 
ſincerely, and with what affection I attach- 
ed myſelf to her; ſtrangers might have 
ſuppoſed me her ſiſter, ſrom the violent 
fondneſs that every body heard me proſeſs 
for her, but after her ſhocking behaviour! 
I ͤ never ſhall be able to endure her, and all 
the world are determined to inſult her, if 
ever ſhe has the impertinence to ſhew her- 
ſelf again. I ſuppoſe ſhe is got into ſome 
low country intrigue or other, by her going 
away in ſuch a mighty hurry. I beg of 
you, my. deareſt friend, never to ſpeak to 
her again, if ſhe ſhould happen to fall in 
your way; I can't tell you how ill ſhe has 
uſed my Lord; he is your relation, and as 


DELBOROUGH "FAMILY. 195 


one may ſay, at the head of your family; 
it would be monſtrous extraordinary if you 
did not turn your back upon her! as to 
Lord Delborough; he is in his dotage, and 
it is already ſufficiently underſtood,” that a 
pretty girl has more ways than one, to faſ- 
cinate an old man; the idea is rational, and 
it this ſhould be the caſe, why, entre nous, 
it would have been a drolliſh fort of con- 
nexion with Haverville. Her airs of break- 
ing off, are not then without ſome cauſe, 
and one might find ſome modeſty in her 
ſilence, ſome reaſon why ſhe does not ex- 
cuſe her conduct! well, now I come to 
conſider the matter over again, it aceounts 
for her running off, and hiding her head; 
as to her telling the truth of her ſituation 
with the Earl, Why, how could ſhe, you 
know! the thing would have been ſo laugh- 
able; no, poſitively, ſne never could have 
told it. I am glad, my deareſt friend; to 
have found out a bit of ground; where 


„ be ſaid for a young woman 
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one has liked and lived with a good deal ; 
I am ready to ſay a kind word, whenever 
there is a little poſſible opportunity; and 
though you and I, and the world, have 
done with her, yet I am glad that the poor 
creature is not quite deferted ; ſhe will 
be puniſhed enough in being forced to ſhur 
herſelf up with that frightful Sir James 
Archer, and his ugly. wife; theſe old 
lovers are always gallant to their favorites; 
your. uncle gave his Deſdemona a maſque- 


rade; it was then, I ſuppoſe, her con- 


ſcience upbraided her with what ſhe was 
going to do, for the writings were to have 
been ſigned that very night. Lord! how 
the lawyers. muſt have ſtared, when they 
heard the bird was flown, for ſhe had 
bounced. off like a rocket, after a long 
and private conference with her old friend. 
You muſt excuſe me for ſpeaking fo freely 
of your uncle, I mean no earthly reflec- 
tion on his ſhare of the faux pas petit 
manceuvres, one ſhould be ſingular indeed 


to 
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to divide the cenſure. I have read in a 
play, eicher tragedy or comedy, I don't 
exactly know which, a ſentiment or moral, 
or whatever you call it, that fays, © tis wo- 
man that ſeduces all mankind; I remem- 
ber the words, becauſe they convey a gene- 
ral compliment to our ſex, and I repeat 
them, becauſe I think them applicable to 
the caſe of Lord Delborough, and his 
cunning ſeducer, the famous Miſs Louiſa 
Beverly. Now you muſt know, my ſweet 
Emely, I was to have been of this maſque- 
rade party, and it was a thouſand to one 1 
did not go, it was the moſt whimſical 
thing in nature that prevented me, and 
having now nearly done with my own 
hiſtory, 1 ſhall take up that of my pretty 
papa; oh what a jewel it is! my dreſs was 
to have been a Grecian habit, white and ſilver; 
demure Madam Louiſa's the fame Wick 
mine, which was ſo beautiful, that 1 actually 
cry'd with vexation, when on the ſame day 
I was to have put it on, I got an authori- - 
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tative mandate from his Grace of Angrave, 
to leave town immediately, and join him at 
Sir Arthur White's; 1 poſitively would 
not have obeyed him, but that he hinted 
to me, in one corner of his unwelcome 
note, my preſence there would be of con- 
ſiderable advantage to myſelf, When you 
and I were at the drawing- room together 
Emely, I ſaw ſomebody there, - whoſe ap- 
pearance put me in mind, that I had never 
told you the whole life and adventures of 
my brother George, which I ſhould have 
done in a day or two, if you had not given 
me the ſhp ſo unexpectedly; but as you 
knew them in part, I ſhall have no occa- 
ſion to deſcribe Mitfort-Abbey, or its 


precious inhabitants. Lord help me! what 


a journey I had of it; nobody in the 
chaiſe with me but my own woman, who 
never anfwers, though you was to aſk her 
a thouſand queſtions, but yes, my Lady, 
and no, my Lady; beſides, I had left be- 
hind me all that was worth purſuing, and 
39! | only 
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only carried with me the tireſome xeflec- 
tion, that I was going to meet a parcel,jot. 


people, I would have gone much further to 
avoid meeting at all. I. was not in my 
beſt humour, or moſt agreeable moments, 
when Sir Arthur himſelf came to the door, 


and help'd me out of the carriage, howing, 


ſcraping, ſquee ing my hand, as if he had 
been poſſeſs' d, and thanking my Ladyſhip 
for the great honor I condeſcended to do 
his family, by obliging them with my 
company at ſo ſhort a notice; he had 
nothing to ſay in defence of himſelf or 
Lady White, but that they had ſubmitted 
to the commands of his Grace. I thought 
the man quite diſtracted, till I ſaw my 
father, and found out, that there are de- 
grees in madneſs, that Sir Arthur was only 
touched by the malady, but my poor papa 
abſolutely ſtark ſtaring; he received me 
alone, for my maſter of the ceremonies 
had let go my hand, before I entered the 
room of audience. Selina, ſaid he, I ſent 
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for you to be preſent at my -nuptials 3 
mnuptiale, papa] cry'd I, in a mild implor- 
ing voice, for I was terribly afraid he 
would do me a miſchief, as I ſaw him at 
large, nor heard the clinking of chains, by 
which it was poſſible he might have been 
confined, without my knowing it; ſurely 
your Grace is indifpoſed,” added I, pray 
give me leave to call aſſiſtance; and I 


thought it vaſtly odd, that if he was nei- 


ther deranged or intoxicated, ſuch a duti- 
ful and affectionate ſpeech as I made him, 
mould be received with frowns of anger 


-andflaſhes of paſſion ; but ſo it was, and I 
at laſt found out what was the matter with 
him, and that inſtead of being troubled 
with a flighty imagination, it was a paro- 
xiſm of ſerious folly, by whoſe council he 
had form'd the raſh reſolution, to take unto 


himſelf a wife, and to treat me with a 


mother in law ſome months younger than 
Tam; however, he afterwards explained 
his reaſons for committing this ſort of liv- 


ing 


DELBOROUCH FAMILY, 201 


ing ſuicide, fo much to the intereſt of his 
family, and ſo much to my ſatisfaction, and 
made me ſo many fine preſents, that when 
we were joined by Lady White, with her 
ambling ward, Miſs Palmerſton, I received 
my mama elect, in the moſt gracious man- 
ner you can conceive; Sir Arthur and his 
formal rib, next received my compliments, 
and from that moment, *till ten in the even- 
mg, which was to be the hour of execution, 
we were all as happy as fond looks, gentle 
fighs, baſhful monoſyllables, unmeaning 
bluſhes, and awkward expectation could 
make us. Well, at ten the black man took 
up his book; we were all on our feet in an 
inſtant; the bride held ſo faſt by my arm, 
thought ſhe would have broke it; my 
father had ſecured her other hand to him- 
ſelf; Lady White pretended to cry, and. 
actually put a handkerchief. to her eyes, 
but I could fee ſhe was ready to burſt with 
importance; Sir Arthur's ſolemn fiz was 
ſpread over with ſmiles, like a twelfth .. 

K 5 night 


— — — ——ᷣꝓ . — —— — 
* 


202 DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 


night cake with ſugar ; Gardy Pearce, and 
two or three other odd people were pre- 
ſent, but I do not know who or what they 
were, for almoſt as ſoon as the farce was 
over, we were left to ourſelves—a cat 
might have laugh'd, (J do not mean an 
old woman, ) to have ſeen the hugging, and 
kifling, and embracing, and giving joy, and 
toſſing it back again; and to hear your 
Grace, and your Grace's, and my Lord 
Duke ! and my Lady Ducheſs ! that made 
up the reſt of my evening's entertain-= 
ment; whenever I thought of the maſque- 
tade, I wiſhed them all a hundred feet 
under ground, I defired to be diſmiſſed 
the next day, and came back to town load- 
ed with preſents, both from papa and 
mama; however, I am reſtricted to abſo- 
lute filence for ſix days; the equipages 
will then be ready, the marriage declared; 
J ſhall go to meet them, as will my ſiſter 
Devero; ſhe was invited, as well as me, to 


* e but N ſo much leſs 
duty 
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duty than myſelf, ſhe would not break 
her engagements to . pleaſe her father; 1 
am allowed to tell her the ſecret, but I re- 
veal it to you without permiſſion; how- 
ever, before you can anſwer my letter, it 
will be known all over the four quarters of 
the habitable globe; for as I was ſaying 
to my deareſt friend, we are to meet the 
bride folks, did I tell you it will be next 
Thurſday, and eſcort them to town with 
iuch a glare of fine ry, and ſuch: heavy, 
magnificence in our ſuit, as will put out 
of countenance all other ſtate marriages 
ſince the creation. 


Miſs Palmerſton, I beg her pardon, the 
Ducheſs of Angrave I mean, preſented me 
a ſuperb ſet of jewels, and when I ſhewed: 
them, and all my other gifts, to Lady Mar- 
garet, you can't think how vexed and 
peevith ſhe looked. I could ſwear that 
for once the repented her diſobedience, 
and wiſhed ſhe had fetched them as I did. 
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She did not quite own as much, but ſhe 

ſaid ſhe ſuppoſed they meant to make her 

the ſame acknowledgment of their affection 

when they came to town, and that ſhe 

ſhowld certainly go to meet them. I don't 

know whether you are in heaven or on 

earth; but tell me, my dear Emely, my 

ſweet friend, when will you come back 

again to your Selina, and coax her into 

favour with your uncle ; the deed will be 

done, and then I have nothing to truſt to 

but your endeavours to patch us up a 

little. When you write to the Colonel 

pray tell him what a horrid girl that Loviſa 

| has turned out. He will be quite fur- 
priſed to hear it, I dare ſay. All young 
men ought to be guarded againft ſuch art- 

ful creatures: I am more afraid for Col. 

Fairfax falling into her ſnares than I ſhould 

have been for my brother, if he had been 

thrown in the way of them. She had be- 

gun to caſt her ſpells round the Colonel 

before he left town, and I am ſure he was 

as 
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as blind as his uncle, for often when, in a 
friendly way, I have only hinted to him 
that ſhe had a fault or imperfection, he 
never would allow it, and always tried to 
perſuade me ſhe. was a divinity, and of 
courſe you know that I could be no better 
than a poor miſtaken mortal; it is a hun- 
dred chances to one now that ſhe is found 
out, if he will be made to believe any 
thing bad of her; the difference is, my 
brother would have ſeen through her in a 
moment. I never beheld any thing like 
George's penetration. Ah! my ſweet 
friend, George has the fineſt eyes you ever 
faw in your life, and when he has once ſet 
them on your dear face, I am pretty cer- 
tain he will ſhut them againſt all other 
beauties as. long as he lives. Do, you 
know, child, it runs ſtrangely in this giddy 
head of mine, that whenever you meet you 
will both fall in love, play the fool, marry, 
and hive happy ever afterwards, or at leaſt | 
as long as you can, There 1s no impedi- 

ment 
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ment now to your being my ſiſter. Papa 
has taken George's heavy burthen on his 
own-ſhoulders, ſo you may return as faſt as 
you pleaſe, for I fay it again, you muſt and 
ſhall come together, unleſs you ſtand fo 
much in your own light as to ſtay where 
vou are, till one of the hundred fair mai- 
dens, who have been watching for him 
theſe ſix years, has made him her prey, 
and bound him in ſhackles before he has 
an opportunity of ſeeing his own proper 
half: I love you for him already, conſider 
then that I am his proxy, and let me find 
you tenderly diſpoſed towards him. He 
is not yet come home, but muſt have left 
Paris by this time, ſo that we expect to 
ſee him every hour. Come then to your 
Selina, my dear lovely Emely, for 1 am 
dying to ſee the firſt meeting between you. 
I don't know how it may be with you, but 
George I know will be Planet ſtruck ; it 
e * ſight matter in our family. 
-aigs 137 | He 
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He has been once mad for love already. 
Don't make him quite ſo bad again, if 
you can help it. You ſaw the woman 
who turned his brain at Court. She was 
his governor's daughter, and quitted him 
for the handſome Aſhford ; yet George, I 
muſt ſay, he is a thouſand times hand- 
ſomer ; but handſome brothers are nothing 
to us, unleſs we can make them uſeful 
to our friends. Oh! how I ſhall adore 
my brother George when he has given 
we a fiſter! Emely! Emely! I love 
you better than my old papa, new ma- 
ma, ſiſter, or brothers. I am not quite 
fure, but I love you more than I do 
Haverville. You know what a compaſſion- 
ate ſoul I am. His caſe was ſo deplorable, 
his attachment to me ſo uncommonly- 
ſteady, ſo violent, ſo tumultuous, what 
could 1 do? If I write to my ſweet ſiſter 
again, before I have the great felicity 
to aſture her in perſon of my fervent, un- 
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alterable friendſhip, I ſhall certainly have 
changed one name for another; but in 
ſubſcribing Selina Haverville, ſhe will loſe 
none of the eternal affection I bear her as, 
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HIS curious letter was not began and 
ended without many interruptions; 
exclamations of horror, aſtoniſhment, and 
deteſtation, prolonged the excrutiating 
examination of the moſt treacherous heart 
in the world, thus laid open. to infpec- 
tion. Mrs. Edwin having formed a very 
different opinion of Lady Selina, from 
what poor Emely had eſtabliſhed, ſaw the 
maſk torn away which had concealed” the 
features of her Ladyſhip's diſtorted mind 
WIC + with 
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with more abhorrence than ſurpriſe. The 
grief and reſentment expreſſed by Miſs 
Fairfax was mingled with the extreme of 
aſtoniſhment, and may be accounted for by 
the little intercourſe ſne had been accuſ- 


tomed to hold with the younger Part of 
her * 


What are you going to do, my dear ? 
ſaid Mrs. Edwin, who ſaw her ſit down to 
Write. Tou ſhall ſee in a moment, ſhe 
_ replied, her voice broken with emotion, 
her mild eyes animated by a ſpark of di- 
vine fire, that the detection of perfidy ever 
kindles in the boſom of innocence. You 
ſhall: ſee, and taking up a pen, ſhe wrote 
—— << Miſs Fairfax allows herſelf to have 
been the victim of impoſition. She re- 
turns Lady Selina Dangle's letter, to the 
contents of which ſhe is indebted for a 
compleat victory over a too ſtrong and 
imperidus credulity. All her powers of 
1 ſo decidedly pledged to Mits 
EW Beverly, 


DELBOROUCH ' FAMILY, 211 


Beverly, that ſhe: has: no returns of grati- 
tude to make Lady Selina for the honour. 
of her — and the offer of its con- 
tinuance.” 22 | $6547 Hite Ae ey 


Mrs. Edwin approved the ſpirited re- 
proof contained in this little billet; but 
was not altogether ſo ſure that returning 
the letter itſelf was quite political, as by 
keeping it in their own poſſeſſion it might, 
at ſome time or other, be of uſe to Lowlſaz 
ſhould the plan of defamation be purſued: 
as vigorouſly as it had been begun; a 
ſummons to breakfaſt left them undeter- 
mined on the material queſtion, hen it 
was agreed that they would refer it to 
Mrs. Lewellen's unerring judgment, and 
Mrs. Lewellen deſired Mr. Ormond might 
be ſworn into the Privy Council, and be 
alſo conſulted. My dear children, ſaid ſhe, 
you both want my experience, or you 
would know that, bad as is the preſent 
age, there have been wicked people in all 
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ages, more particularly the paſſions of 
envy and malevolence, have neither in- 
creaſed or diminiſhed ſince the days of 
Cain; nor have there been ever a leſs pro- 
portion than of ten Lady Selina's to one 
Louiſa Beverly, or one Emely Fairfax, of 
courſe the combats of artifice and candour 
have generally ended in favour of the 
ſtrongeſt party. Now in all my obſer- 
vations on thoſe occaſions, for as I had 
never beauty enough to make any woman 
my enemy, of courſe could not be per- 
ſonally engaged in theſe unequal battles, 
have found that one man of principle 
and honour taking the weak fide, and ſup- 
porting the cauſe of oppreſſed candour, is 
infinitely more to the purpoſe than all that 
twenty women, with forty hearts between 
them, could or would effect. Mr. Or- 
mond is a man of principle and honour; 
at preſent he lives in retirement, but from 
a thouſand circumſtances I am ſure he will 
mix again with the world, and he may hear 
that name vilified, which deſerves to be 

held 
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held in the higheſt eſtimation. ' Miſs Be- 
verly's fame ſhould. not be fuffered'to ſplit 
on the rock of ſilence; the generoſity” of 
her motives ſhould not be intirely conceal- 
ed, and only the ſuppoſed caprice of her 
conduct openly avowed. If you intruſt 
Mr. Ormond with the contents of all theſe 
letters now before us, it will not be a 
breach. of truſt to Miſs Beverly, but a cau- 
tion, by which her future repoſe may be 
guarded ; it is only putting the weapons 
of her defence into his hands, who'is' too 
wiſe and too diſcreet to uſe them without 
diſcriminating between avoidable and una- 
voidable occaſions. 


At the concluſion of this ſenſible propo- 
fition, Mrs. Edwin declared her | perfe& 
coincidence ; nor was Emely at all behind 
hand in teſtifying her great ſatisfaction with 
even more than ber uſual warmth and viva- 
city, adding, I am fure, grandmama, Mr. 
Ormond will owe much of my eſteem to 
your good opinion of him: but, alas ! this 

fine 


.. ²˙ m — — 


214 DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 


fine arrangement ſignified nothing, Mr. 


Ormond did not come near them the whole 
day: Mrs. Lewellen ſent a meſſage after 


dinner, to enquire at his cottage what was 
become of him; but neither the farmer 


or his wife could ſay any thing more than 


that he went out after he had breakfaſted, 
and had not come back ſince. Emely was 
penſes oſa as the evening advanced. She 
talked of nothing but Louiſa, We cannot 
ſay ſhe thought of nobody but Louiſa, yer 
whatever ſhe ſaid, or whatever ſhe thought, 
it did not relieve the oppreſſion that evi- 
dently hung upon her ſpirits. 


The clock had ſtruck nine; the Ladies 
had come out of the drawing-room, and 
were juſt fat down to ſupper when the 
houſe bell rang, and Emely letting drop 
her knife and fork, which ſhe had juſt 
taken up, cried out, „ dare ſay it is 
Mr. Ormond !”” His name and himſelf were 


1 ee at the ſame moment. 
rate nin Every 
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Every animated countenance ſpoke plea- 
fure at his enterance. An extended hand 
from each Lady bid him welcome, yet was 
he chid by them all for abſenting himſelf 
ſo long from their ſociety without letting 
them know his intentions when he called 
in the morning. He looked rather at a 
loſs, and his eyes were fixed on Emely, in 
that fort of way which ſeemed to ſay, theß 
had . reſted there without. the wann ut 

* woken | nactt bill 


Wel, £ ſaid) Dn Delhi I Fs you 
can make no excuſe for yourſelf, ſo come 
and ſit down by me, and I will try to find 
one for you. Emely moved down a 
little lower to give room for his chair be- 
tween them. The ſame action would 
have been civil in Mrs. Edwin, but it ſome 
how or other eſcaped her, though he was 
actually ſtanding at her ſide When Mrs. 
Lewellen gave him the kind invitation of 
We next her, and without any violent 

ſymptoms 
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ſymptoms of reluctance. he took the chair 
provided for him on the old Lady's other 
hand, and caſting his arm round the back 
of that in which Emely was placed, he 
replied, with a forced effort of cheerful- 
neſs, Now, my dear Madam, what have 
you to ſay for your poor protegee, who has 
nothing to ſay for himſelf 2”. 


Why, returned ſhe, ſmiling, the apology: 
I ſhall make to my friends, for your omiſ- 
fions to them, ſhall be taking the whole 
blame on my own ſcanty attractions, and 
telling them that you are tired of the offi- 
cious civilities of an old woman. 


For heaven's fake, ſay not ſo! cried he. 
My God! can Ormond ever tire of you, of 
your friends, or the Priory ? Let me ſpeak, 
let me tell you what has occaſioned my 
abſence. No, I cannot do that neither, 
ſo let it ſtand as it is; only in the name of 
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pity, do not fay again nnn. 
his * * | 


There was a pathos in his voice and 
manner, that immediately ſilenced her on 
a ſubject that ſeemed to torture his imagi- 
nation, and Emely, for the ninety-ninth 
time, recollected what he had ſaid to 
her early in the day, without -being any 
more able to account for his ' confuſion 
now than ſhe was then; but it was as clear 
as the meridian light that ſhe was in ſome 
degree the cauſe both of his morning and 
evening agitation. He had faid too much 
not to be underſtood, and too little for a: 
man of honour to have ſaid; who: meant 
that ſhe ſhould underſtand he was ſeriouſly” 
attached to her, this is our own obſerva- 
tion, for it never occurred to Emely that 
Ormond could ever do or mean any thing 
that was not perfectly right, though his 
behaviour might ſometimes, even to her, 
appear outree and unaccountable. He 

VOL, v. L com- 
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complained of fatigue, declined eating, but 
aſked Mrs. Edwin if ſhe or Miſs Fairfax 
could not regale him with ſome news from 
London? | 2 


NIS ies nabend . the 
drawing-room, for the ſervants were wait- 
ing. The hint was inſtantly adopted, and 
Mrs. Edwin told him, as he refuſed his ſup- 
per, ſhe would place within his reach the 
repaſt he wanted, giving him the packet 
of letters; in theſe, faid ſhe, you will have 
a proof of the confidence we repoſe in 
you; but as the entertainment I ſerve up 
may detain you half an hour, I wiſh you 
would retire to the next room, and when 
you have well conſidered the different in- 
gredients of the high-ſeaſoned malonge, 
come to us again, and give us your erg 
of che whole ene 5 


I am gone, ſaid he, riſing, 
4 | 1 But 
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But ſtop a moment, . cried Emely, and 
let me firft have your pardon for prefuming- 
tO ſet up my own judgm ment in opp 0 ſition N. 


to yours. I promiſe I will never more 


rel with og about my friend! 1 


* 
* — 


Then you have found her out? faid be. 


No, indeed, 0 ſhe, I have * wo 
no ſuch thing: I never ſhould have found 
her out; it is ſhe that has diſcovered” her- 
ſelf. He had juſt then reached the door 
he was to enter; he turned, nodded a fi- 


lent but ſignificant reply, went * and Te + 
it after him. | 


He had been abſent ſcarce ten minutes, 
when Emely ery'd out, hark! if ever 1 
heard Mr. Ormond's voice in my life, 1 
hear it now! they all liſtened, and were 
convinced it was not only his voice, but 
that he was ſinging, and they had never 
heard him utter a muſical note before. 


L 2 - How 
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How ſtrange this is, ſaid Mrs. Edwin! ſhe 
had time for no more, he ruſhed ont upon 
them, the open letters in his hand, ſinging 
a few words, which Emely very properly 
ſuppoſed he had made for the occaſion, and 
thought they contained all the ſenſe and all 
the harmony that ever was combined toge- 
ther, tho' evidently announcing her own de- 
feat and his exultation ; theſe admired words 
were no more than “ Now I TRIVUUurn, 
TRIUMPH, TRIUMPH;” and to do our 
herione's taſte, as much judgment as we 
can, it muſt be allowed, that the ſound of 
his voice, which was manly and melodious, 
gave a remarkable ſtrong expreſſion to the 
ſenſe of his ſubject. 


There, faid he, flinging the letters down 
on the table, there, my charming antago- 
niſt ; do you, will you, confeſs my victory ? 
have I not done it already? replied ſhe, 
ſmiling on him, with ineffable complacen- 
cy, but you are not half ſo generous as I 
would 


d 
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would have been, had the conqueſt been 
mine, and you like me, had humbly con- 
feſſed your error, I would not have made 
longs of triumph over my fallen wer” 
That is true, faid he, ſinking down at het 
feet, and never will I rife again, till you 
pardon my inſolence. He had taken both 
her hands, and preſſed them fo often to 
his lips, that poor Emely pronounced his 
forgiveneſs with haſte, trembling, and tre- 
pidation; the other two ladies were de- 
lighted to ſee him in ſuch lively ſpirits, 
and could no longer doubt of his having 
a very tender predilection for Miſs Fair- 
fax, Set down ſoberly, and tell us, ſaid 
Mrs. Lewellen, what is your ſentiments of 
Miſs Beverly's unequalled fweetneſs, pro- 
priety, dignity and generoſity. Oh! ſaid 


he, claſping his hands together, may ſhe 


but think of me ! could I but ſuppoſe fuch 
a treaſure is reſerved for me ! what an 
extactic reward for all the troubles, ſtorms 


L 3 and 
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.and tempeſts, that have gone over my de- 
| voted head, and clouded the morning of 


my gayeſt hopes. 


Ves, replied the good lady, in an accent 
of diſappointment, ſhe is certainly a divine 
girl, but I am rather ſurpriſed at hearing 
Mr. Ormond break into ſuch. paſſionate 
expreſſions, on the, mere credit of our aſ- 
fertions ; ſhe looked grave, but he did, or 
teemed not, to hear her words, or ſee the 
change in her venerable countenance, but 
again taking up the letters, he aſked per- 
miſſion to finiſh them, and confeſs d he 
had not yet look'd into any of them, but 

Lady Selina's, even that, he ſaid, had re- 
ceived. only a partial examination, his at- 
tention being confined to particular parts 
of it, neceſſary. to the completion of his 
1 own triumph on a certain occaſion, the 
tranſports of which he had not been able 
to conſtrain from breaking out, before he 


had finiſhed the taſk aſſigned him—what 
| had 


| 181 
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had before efcaped the ladies obſervation, 
that Mr. Ormond, in the courſe” of his 
rambles, muſt have met with ſome enter- 
tainer, more hoſpitable than wiſe, who had 
ſent. him back in a ſtate of inebriety, now 
ſtruck them all ſo forcibly, that ſmiling on 
each other, inſtead of entering into a fur- 
ther confidential converſation, Mrs. Lew- 
ellen propoſed, (and her two fair friends 
ſeconded her motion, with ſo much good 
humour, coaxing him like an infant) that the 
ſubject might be waved *till the next day; 
that though his ſituation was that of a very 
unſteady man, he was not the leſs ready to 
underſtand their intelligible hints, and ſei- 
zing Emely's hand with vivacity, he cry'd 
out, well! then, ſince my ſecret is diſcover- 
ed, I will no longer deny that I am intoxi- 
cated, that I have been betrayed unex- 
pectedly, into my preſent ſtate, by ſome 
cheerful friends with whom T chanced to 
meet, and dearly love—their ſociety was 
too charming to leave me maſter of my 
L 4 reaſon, 
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reaſon, but I vow to heaven, I did not 
know my own ſituation when I entered 
this houſe ; forgive, therefore, dear Miſs 
Fairfax, and plead the pardon of an unin- 
tentional offender, whoſe head is giddy, 
and whoſe heart is light; I hope 1 have 
not been very impertinent, but I fear 1 
have; do not let any thing I have ſaid or 
done this night, riſe up in your memories, 
to accuſe me when J call on you to-mor- 
row. You are the moſt rational, irratio- 
nal being I ever met with, ſaid Mrs. Lew- 
ellen, we will all ſhake hands with you, in 
token of amity, love and good-will; ſhe 
immediately ſet the example, which was 
cheerfully followed by the other ladies, and 
now, added ſhe, Mrs. Edwin ſhall put 
theſe letters up till to-morrow, when 
we will produce them as early as you 
pleaſe, the ſooner the better ; in the mean 
time, go home my dear child, get to bed 
as faſt as you can, and try to recover your 


compoſure ; two of my men ſhall attend 
to 
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to take care of you, and ſee you ſafe home; 
till this laſt propoſal, he ſeemed beginning 
to collect himſelf, his looks had acquired 
ſome degree of placidity, and his voice of 
Readineſs, but the offer of two men' to 
guard him home, gave ſo pleaſant a turn 
to his humour, that a ſort of convulſive 
mirth brought tears into his eyes, which at 
laſt ran down his cheeks, as if he had been 
under the influence of ſad, rather than 
merry ideas; and Emely, whoſe hand he 
had again inadvertently taken in his, cry'd 
out, dear Mr. Ormond, let go my hand, 
or you will ſqueeſe it to death. I beg 
your pardon, I beg all your pardons, faid 
he, in a voice hardly articulate, there is no 
ſtanding this! when ſtarting up, good 
night, good night, he cry'd, and flew out 
f the room, but putting in his head again, 
after he was got outſide the door, they 
perceived he had no hat, and whilſt he was 
charging that the two guards might not be 
CRP after him, Emely had picked up 
L 5 his. 
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his hat, and carried it to him; we do not 
know if ſhe repented | her, kind condeſcen- 
ſion, when, as ſhe held it within his reach, 
he ſprung forward, threw his arms round 
her, preſs'd her to his boſom, and ex- 
claimed, Emely, deareſt beloved Emely, 
will you except the hand, the heart, the 
foul of your Ormond !!! His action had 
made her eyes ſparkle with anger, as ſhe 
indignantly tore herſelf from him, but his 
words covered her beautiful cheeks with 
bluſbes, that derived not their birth from 
reſentment or indifference ; ſhe flew back, 
not to her own, but to the feat he had 
quitted, and her head fell on the boſom of 
Mrs. Lewellen; dear grandmama, ſhe 
cry'd, hiding her face, and concealing her 
emotions, anſwer that ſtrange man, I am 
terrified, indeed I am | Mr. Ormond, ſaid 
the reſpectable woman, with a gravity 
bordering on diſpleaſure, you are very 
unaccountable, and to-morrow I ſhall 
think myſelf ed to an explanation of 


your 
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your myſterious conduct. To- motrow 
madam, and why defer my bliſs till to- 
morrow ! why condemn me to a night of 
torments? J cannot endure ſuſpenſe ! 1 
will not quit this houſe, I will not leave 
your revered preſence, till my fate is de- 
cided !—You aſk what I dare not grant, 
ſhe reply'd, in a tone of mild compaſſion ; 
go now, and let me ſee you in the morning; 
dear Ormond, I have no doubts of your 
honor, but your preſent ſituation is not an 
eligible one for beginning a ſubject of delt- 
cacy and deliberation.—Oh ! ſaid he, you 
have miſtaken my ſituation ; I am intoxt- 
cated, but it is with hope, with the ex- 
pectation of exquiſite happineſs, I call 
heaven to witneſs, no refreſhments have 
paſſed my lips this day, fince 1 parted 
from the object of my adoration, and he 
funk down at the feet of Emely, where, as 
nobody ſeemed inclined to interrupt him, 
he made her once more a tender of his 
aeart and hand, in terms ſo unequivocal 
L 6 and 
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and paſſionate, that when his ſtory was 
told, and ſhe had lifted off her eyes, only to 
caſt them on him, they were ſwimming in 
rears, and fraught with expreſſions of mo- 
deſt, tender, reciprocal affection. Mrs. 
Lewellen and Mrs. Edwin, were ſcarcely 
leſs penetrated than herſelf, with the man- 
ly, frank, and ardent explanation, by which 
he accounted for his former inigmatical 
conduct towards their beloved, their darl- 
ing child ; but it was not, 'till after Or- 
mond had received their full approbation, 
and the white unreluctant hand of his di- 
vinity, that he requeſted the bleſſing might 
be withdrawn from Ormond, and be again 

conferred, with the ſame gracious foeet- 
neſs, on the tranſported Greendale, who, 
by his father's marriage with Miſs Pal- 
merſton, was now his own maſter, and re- 
ſigned himſelf for ever to the extatic rap- 
ture of loving, and being beloved, by the 
only woman on earth, to whom he would 
owe his happineſs. Having let our read- 
ers 
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ers into ſo much of the buſineſs, it would 
be impertinently officious in us to ſuppoſe 
they cannot account for every thing that 
has gone before, and that they are well ſa- 
tisfied with the Marquis and his manceuvre ; 
| we ſhall therefore only obſerve, that when 
he ſo abruptly left his father's houſe, 
it was a lucky fate that conducted his un- 
determined ſteps to the village of High- 
Clitt. 


.- CHAP, 
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- CHAP.” LIXIX. 


| AVING acquainted the ladies that 
it was his intention to ſet off at a 

very early hour the next morning, that he 
might ſee the Duke, to obtain his ſanction, 
and afterwards return, with all poſſible ex- 
pedition, to reconduct them to England, he 
bid them a thouſand adieus in one, vent 
back to his humble lodgings, where, in- 
ſtead of going to bed, he ordered his 
horſes, and with the velocity of a lover, 
who calculates moments for days, in the 
abſence of his miſtreſs, reached a poſt 
A town, 


5 
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town, got into a carriage, and without tak- 
ing off his cloaths, or waiting for refreſh- 
ment, till he put himſelf on board the paſ- 
ſage boat, or after he landed from it, till 
at the end of three days, from that on 
which he left the Priory, he found himſelf 
not only at the houſe, but even in the arms 
of his forgiving and delighted father. His 
Grace's marriage had been announced to 
the world two days before the Marquis's 
arrival in town; the bride's ſplendid entre, 
and appearance at Court, had excited ge- 
neral admiration, ſome ſurpriſe, and a great 
deal of wonder; but admiration, ſurpriſe, 
and wonder, being ſhort lived ſenſations, 
they were now extinct, and ſuperceded by 
curioſity, which had crowded the ſtreets 
round Angrave Houſe, with: ſuch. an in- 
undation of chairs, carriages and ſervants, 
that Lord Greendale was obliged. to gat 
Out of his chaiſe, and walk at leaſt two 
hundred yards, before he could get to the 
door; he avoided the reception rο ns. 
and 
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and took ſhelter in a fmall library, where 
the Duke received his people of bulineſs, 
from whence he diſpatched a meſſage to 
his father, but charged the ſervant to deli- 
ver it privately, in particular not to men- 
tion his being there, to Lady Selina, till 
he had firſt ſeen the Duke; her Ladyſhip, 
my Lord Marquis, reply'd the man, is 
gone to France with her Lord; the was 
married to Viſcount Haverville three days 
before his Grace and the Ducheſs came to- 
town. - At that moment his father, who- 
had heard of the Marquis's return, by ſome 
of the other ſervants, came into the room, 
and when [1s fon would have kneeled at 
his feet for pardon, he tenderly embraced 
him, and cry'd out, whilſt tears of joy 
ſprung to his eyes, my good boy, my dear 
George, I forget every thing, I forgive 
every thing, I have been wrong, but I will 
make you reparation, you are now a free 
man, and I have EE * 9 
W o Wu. 

5 I 
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It is much more eaſy to ſuppoſe what re> 
turns ſuch a reception met with from the 
Marquis than to deſcribe them; it is 
enough if we declare, that, at the end of a 
long conference, the Duke was the moſt 
ſatisfied of fathers, and Lord Greendale the 
moſt grateful of fons. He found but one 
obſtacle to his wiſhes when he opened his 
heart, and expoſed the portrait of its ami- 
able poſſeſſor, and even that one was got 
over without much difficulty. His Grace 
ſaid, that when Lord Haverville and his 
daughter aſked him for his conſent to their 
union, he had written to Lord Delbo- 
rough, who having, though he muſt own 
with great candour and politeneſs, reje&ed 
his alliance, he ſhould hardly know how to 
ſubmit to a ſecond application ; not, faid 
he, that I am angry with, neither can I 
blame him. His fon had made a prior 
choice, and I wiſh Selina may not feel the 
diſagreeable effects of fupplanting a rival, 
who had ſtrong, prior and honourable 


claims 


" . 
* 
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claims on his affections, I wrote to her 
immediately, and commanded her to 
drop all thoughts of the Viſcount, how- 
ever ſhe choſe to marry him, and only 
leſt a few lines behind her, to let me 
know they ſnould paſs a year or two on 
the Continent, by which time ſne hoped 
the old Lord would have made his exit, 
and that ſhe ſhould return 2 of 
Delborough. 


a iT he Marquis aſſured his father, that far 
from wiſhing to ſubject him to any kind 
. of. inconvenience, he only requeſted his 
Grace's permiſſion to lay his propoſals be- 
fore- the Earl, who, he had no doubt, 
would convince his dear father, that he 
would never have rejected an union with 
the houſe of Angrave, but from a particu- 
lar point of honour, which had no reference 
to the ſituation of Miſs Fairfax or his own; 
to account for his Grace's indulgence to 
every requeſt, and every wiſh of his ſon, 
In this interview it will be neceſſary to ſay, 

that 
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that poor Jenkings was returned from his 
unſucceſsful enquiries on the Continent to 
aſk permiſſion to embark for China, having 
accidentally met with a marine officer 
abroad, who, in his voyage home, had 
dined on board one of the Company's 
ſhips bound for that place, and happening 
to ſpeak of a very excentric paſſenger, 
who nobody knew, or had heard to utter 
a ſentence of ten words ſince he came on 
board. From the deſcription of this ex- 
traordinary man's ' perſon, the coincidence 
of time, and many other circumſtances, 
Jenkings was well aſſured, that in going 
to China he ſhould trace the ſteps of his 
Lord, and was, by the Duke's command, 
gone out that day to ſecure a paſſage in 
the firſt ſhip deſtined to the Coaſt; and 
when his Grace found this lamented ſon, 
whoſe misfortunes” he placed to his on 
account, ſo unexpectedly” reſtored, there 
was not a propoſal that ſon could have 
| made him, which, with bd whole ſoul, 
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he would not have authoriſed. The tranſ- 
ported Duke did not leave his ſide an in- 
ſtant, or ſcarce take his eyes from him, 
till the Ducheſs's viſitors were all retired. 
He then preſented them to each other. 
She received the Marquis more gracefully 
as her fon, than ſhe might have done as 
her lover, and, ſurely, when he ſaluted her 
as his mother, nature herſelf could not 
have furniſhed ſo rich a repaſt of delicate 
ſenſations, as thoſe which glowed in the 
boſom of Lord Greendale. We have 
nothing to add to the events of this happy 
evening, only that at the return of Jenkings, 
the joyful ſurpriſe of finding his dear Lord 
arrived before him, fo overpowered the 
feelings of this faithful domeſtic, that he 
actually fainted ſeveral times, and, inſtead 
of being able to carry his duties to the 
Marquis, he had the honour of a viſit from 
him, and was fully reinſtated in his good 
opinion, from which Lady Selina's dupli- 
city. had almoſt driven him. 


The 
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The conſequence of a perſonal application 
from the Marquis to Lord Delborough was 
even favourable beyond a lover's ſanguine 
expectations: Beſides joyfully accepting 
him as a huſband for his niece, he conde- 
fcended to declare himſelf ſenfible of the 
great honour his fiſter had done the Viſ- 
count ; but at the ſame time ſignified his 
irrevocable decree, never to admit again 
into his preſence a ſon who, by his inde- 
fenſible conduct to the woman of his own 
choice, and the ornament of her ſex, had 
forfeited all pretenſions to the appellation 
of a gentleman, or man of honour. No- 
thin more paſſed on the fubject, the 
Marquis not chuſing to weaken his 'own 
intereſt by endeavouring to ſupport that of 
his new relation. On hearing Lord Green- 
dale's intentions of returning to High- 
Clift, the Earl pleaſantly informed him he 
might ſpare himſelf fo fatiguing a journey, 
for he had written to his niece and her 
friend, that he ſhould expect to fee them 


in 
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in town as ſoon after the receipt of his 
letter as they could make it convenient, 
which letter they calculated muſt have 
reached the Ladies on the very morning 
aſter the Marquis parted from them, ſo 
I think, my Lord, added the venerable 
Peer, you had better ſtay where you are, 
and expedite the uſual preparations, for I 
ſuppoſe; before I had the honour of this 
viſit, you were pretty well convinced 
Emely will not make her abſence from 
you longer than neceſſity requires, and 1 
venture to anticipate her reception of your 
Lordſhip in this houſe, at the expiration of 
the preſent or beginning of the next week. 
Some-lover-hke remonſtrances were made 
to this: fort of negative interdiction, which 
would infinitely have pleaſed Emely ; but 
had quite a contrary effect on her uncle, 
who cried out, I beg your pardon, my 
Lord, but theſe ideas ſound very romantic 
in my ears; they ſavour too much of Ha- 
verville's violence.“ Oh ! continued he, 
4 810.1 his 
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his voice faltering with -pity, his eyes 
flaſhing with anger, you do not know, my 
Lord, what a daughter I have loſt by; 
but, ſtopping himſelf, I will not trouble 
you with my complaints, when you ſee,” 
my Louiſa, they will be mug wigs 
in her r i 2 
ab; | ae be 
Lord Greendale: kai athinges What! 
could he ſay? This was no time to plead 
for his ſiſter, and if it had, he would have 
thought her too unworthy an object for his 
interceſſion. Though, in compliance with 
Lord Delborough's forcible opinion, he 
had given up his deſign of going into 
Wales, he propoſed to meet his adora- 
ble when ſhe landed at Briſtol; but in tis 
he was alſo diſappointed. On the eve of his 
leaving town, (a mutual viſit having paſſed 
between the Duke and the Earl, and mat- 


ters relative to the projected alliance ami- 


cably adjuſted,) Colonel Fairfax arrived in 
St. James's Square. He had encountered 
OY Lord 
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Lord Haverville and -Lady Selina as he 
was quitting, and they entering the gates 
of Paris, he had only drawn up to the fide 
of the carriage juſt long enough to be in- 
formed by themſelves they were man and 
wite. He made a half-formed excuſe for 
the abruptneſs of his adieus, and ordered 
the poſtillions to ſpare neither themſelves 
or horſes. At the firſt poſt they aſked 
his commands; he anſwered St. James's- 
Square, and when at another of thoſe. 
miſerable places, they. call inns, an old 
woman came to the door of his carriage to 
know what refreſhment he would have, 
he anſwered, Miſs Beverly. We can give 
no further account of his travels, becauſe he 
could not himſelf inform us of any other 
circumſtance that happened to him from 
the moment he heard Louiſa was unmar- 
ried and unengaged, till that which brought 
him into the preſence of his uncle. If any 
circumſtance could effectually conſole Lord 


Og for the ſeverity of his diſap- 
| 3 pointment 
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appointment in loſing Miſs Beverly for his 
daughter, it was when Colonel Fairfax in- | 
formed him, that the happineſs or miſery 

of his future gxiſtence hung on her deci- 
ſion. He pdt-che delighted Peer in mind | 
of the early prepoſſeſſion he had felt for | 
her when he firſt ſaw her in Sir James 
Archer's carriage, coming to town with the 
infant ſleeping on her boſom. He made 
a full confeſſion of his increaſing” paſſion 
ſince that time; but averred, with honour- 
able firmneſs, he would rather have ſub- 
mitted to all the ſilent horrors of his fate 
than have infringed the rights of any other 
man, much leſs the ſon of his deareſt bene- 
factor. 


; Say no more, ſay no more, Charles, 
cried his uncle, tears of ſatisfaction burſt-. 
ing from his eyes, I know you honourable, - 
I believe you a true lover of my Louiſa, 
and if ſhe has not ceaſed to love and obey 
me, ſhe ſhall be your's. - r i 

vol. v. NN Encou- 


242  DELBOROUGH "FAMILY, 


Encouraged: by this goodneſs, he begged 
permiſſion to go immediately to the Grange. 


No, replied he, bluntly, you ſhall not 
have my leave to play the bol, and ſpoil 
your fortune; I muſt pave your way. Do 
you ſuppoſe ſhe will receive a huſband 
but from-my recommendation ? Stay where 
you are. Both you and Lord Greendale I 
can perceive are at times too much in the 
extravagances of Haverville. 


Colonel Fairfax aſked an explanation of 
his uncle's reflection on Lord Greendale, 
and being in a very plain, but perfect, 
manner informed of every particular event 
that had laid to, and opened the moſt 
brilliant and happy proſpects to the darling 
ſiſter of his heart, all the increaſe his own 
ſanguine hopes of ſelicity could receive 
flowed in upon him through the avenue of 
her good fortune. Lord Delborough bid 
him not repine at the reſtrictions he laid 
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him under, becauſe when his ſiſter came to 
town, which muſt be in a few days, he 
would take them all to his houſe in the 
country, and there compleat the two mar- 
riages, on the happineſs of which he de- 
pended foe all his future comforts, | | 


When the Colonel retired from his kind 
uncle, he went immediately and left his name 
at Angrave Houſe tor their Graces and the 
Marquis called, at his own lodgings, glad- 
dened the heart of old Thomas, and re- 
turned to ſup itte 2 tete with his beſt friend 
in St. James'sSquare ; but this /#te à tete was 
ſoon converted into a trio by the appear- 
ance of the Marquis. He came home ſoon 
after the Colonel had been at his door, and 
the moment he ſaw the dear name of Fair- 
fax on one of his cards, he ſat out to 
return the viſit with as much eagerneſs as 
he could have felt for an interview with 
any human being but Emely, the dear 
Emely herſelf! The meeting between theſe 

M 2 | future 
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future brothers was more than polite, more 
than friendly; it was affectionate, and the 
delighted lictle party did not ſeparate till 
two in the morning; nor could any per- 
ſuaſions prevail on the old Earl to retire 
ſooner than his young companions. Col. 
Fairfax requeſted the Marquis to let him 
have: the honour of attending him the next 
day to meet the fair travellers, and as he 
could not conveniently leave town earlier 
than three in the afternoon, that hour was 
agreed upon, and Lord Greendale ſaid he 
would call and take him up in St. James's 
Square. He was punctual to his appoint- 
ment; but what were his emotions on 
driving into the Square, to ſee a travelling 
coach at the door, and his friend tenderly 
aſſiſting to lift out the venerable old angel, 
Mrs. Lewellen, He did not pull the ſtring 
to have the door of his own carriage 
opened, or the ſtep let down; but forcing 
it with his foot, cleared the wheels at one 
leap, and by this manceuvre, as ſhe was 

getting 
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getting out, he received in his arms the 
molt deſervedly, and the moſt paſſionately 
beloved of her ſex ; it was his own'Emely, 
but more beautiful, more enchanting, if 
that was poſſible, than when he parted 


from her ! 


Extreme gladneſs is always extremely 
confuſed, and ſometimes perfectly inco- 
herent, This was now the caſe, and even 
Mrs. Lewellen contributed her placid mite 
to the general completion of joy, by the 
exquiſite ſenſibility ſhe expreſſed at ſeeing 
her dear Ormond, -and ſtill dearer, Emely 
ſo near arriving at the very goal of their 
felicity ; but whilſt theſe good people are 
diſtracting themſelves, and one another, 
with a thouſand queſtions, which acquired 
ſpirit Ad eloquence from their very want 
of Meaning, we ſhall take our opportunity 


to ſlip in a ſober word or two, juſt to in- 
form our readers that, when the Earl's let- 
ter arrived at the-Priory, ſignifying his very 

M 3 great 
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great impatience for his niece's immediate 
return, Mrs. Lewellen declared that, by 
their coming to her, they had ſtolen away 
all her old-faſhioned pleaſures and content= 
ments; that they would carry them away 
with themſelves, and ſhe was determined, 
though no longer in her own poſſeſſion, 
ſhe would go with her treaſures. Having 
taken this reſolution, ſhe was not the laſt. 
in- making herſelf ready, and the journey 
abfolutely commenced the ſame day, and 
not more than three hours after Lord Del- 
borough's ſummons reached the Priory, 
which alſo conveyed a peremptory com- 
mand, that the Ladies ſhould not go to 
Grafton Street, but be his gueſt for ſome 
months both in town and in the country. 
Having introduced this little epiſode, we 
expected to have found the party more 
compoſed, more rational; but now, that 
'we have peeped in upon them, we find 
they are as diſtracted as ever, only Colonel 


Fairfax has taken Mrs, Edwin, or Mrs. 
Edwin 
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Edwin has taken Colonel Fairfax (for that 
matter was ſettled without our obſervation) 
to a ſpeaking diſtance from the reſt of 
their elated companions, and as they ſeem 
talking together quietly enough, we will 
endeavour, if it is poſſible in ſuch a buſtle, 
to ſet down what they are ſaying. He 
is telling her that Henry Harvey is at laſt 
ſenſible, that of all the bleſſings in life, the 
affections of a lovely, amiable woman 1s 
the greateſt, and that even riches and an 
Earldom will have no charms for Henry, 
unleſs his Marianna will condeſcend to 
ſhare them with him. She looks muefi 
ſurpriſed, and ſo indeed are we]! What 
Earldom can he mean? We never before- 
heard ſuch an appendage N to. Dr. : 
3 $ A e EP EL I 
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Oh! very well an now, 
Colonel Fairfax, and fo, by her ammated 
ceentenance; does Mrs. Edwin. He' fays 
chae Dr. Harvey wes in the direct line of 

M4 inheritance 


248 DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 


inheritance to the Earldom of Balmerino; 
that before his ſon had reached his ſixteenth 
year, he was only the eighth perſon in ſuc- 
ceſſion, which, in his opinion, was tanta- 
mount to his being the eighth hundred, 
and as he is no boaſter, he was not ac- 
cuſtomed to trouble other people, or him- 
ſelf, wich his great connexions. 


The Colonel alſo ſays, that when ſix of 
theſe lives dropped, whoſe claim was prior 
to his friend, one or two in old age, the reſt 
in an infant ſtate, that reſpectable friend 
was the moſt miſerable of mankind, and 
fo far from turning his thoughts on worldly 
grandeur, it was only the hopes of cloſing 
his eyes on all its real pains and imaginary 
pleaſures, from which he derived conſola- 
tion, or expected happineſs ſoon after that 
period, in which he began to reap the re- 
ward of his patient fortitude, in the reſto- 
ration and reformation of the ſtill beloved 


ſource of all his ſorrows, there remained 
but 
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but one ſtep between him and greatneſs, 
and from the age of the poſſeſſor, no 
chance remained of further bars, to ob- 
ſtruct his entrance to the Peerage ; ſtill 
the doctor was filent, his ſon was dy- 
ing, and he determined, if it -ſhould- 
court his acceptance, not to embrace 
it on any other condition, than the re- 
covery of his beloved Henry ; his be- 
loved Henry does recover; the laſt in 
poſſeſſion quietly quits the ſtage of life 
on the ſame ſpot which reſtored Henry to 
a new exiſtence ; both being at Dejon in 
purſuit of the ſame bleſſing, one failing, 
one ſucceeding. Here ends the graceful 
elegant hiſtorian ; he delivers a letter into 
the trembling agitated hand of the moſt 
faithful of women, from the moſt devoted 
of men, once Henry Harvey, now Lord. 
Allenbee, and he bids. her expect him at 
her feet as ſoon as the complicated affairs 
of his father's predeceſſor are ſettled ; ſhe 
thanks her dear Colonel, by every poſſible 

expreſſion 
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expre ſſion of ſilent gratitude, for words are 
not in her power, he joins the company, 
and ſhe is retired to read, re-read, trace, 
and re- trace, the dear and well known 
characters of her Henry. We throw a 
vail over the remaining part of this memo- 
rable day; the language of ſadneſs is im- 
preſſtve, it ſeizes on the heart, dwells on 
che memory, and there are no difficulties 
in the repetition of it; but the expreſ- 
ſions of joy are ſull of unintelligible intri- 
cacies, independent of form, and has noth- 
ing to do with wiſdom. 


Lord Delborough's own impatience to 
ſee his nephew, in the way of being as 
happy as the Marquis, and to attach the 
darling Louiſa to his family, made him 
liſten with more than complacency to the 
Colonel's remonſtrances; they ſtay'd only 
four days in town, in which time Emely 
was preſented to, and moſt graciouſly re- 
ceived, by the Duke and Dutcheſs of An- 


grave, 
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grave, as their future daughter, and Lady 
Margaret Devero alſo paid her ſtately com- 
pliments of congratulation. The indefatiga- 
ble Peer, had already appriſed Miſs Be- 
verly of his intended return to Delborough 
Caſtle, and as ſhe knew Lord Haverville 
and Lady Selina were gone to the Conti- 
nent, ſo far from quitting the neighbour- 
hood, to avoid meeting his father, who ſhe 
really loved almoſt with filial affection, ſne 
wiſhed and longed for the day, that he had 
bid her expect him and his party, every 
one of whom, he particularly mentioned, 
except his nephew, whoſe name was entire- 
ly omitted; he alſo informed her of his 
niece's approaching marriage, and that the 
Marquis would not return to ton without 
a wife. | 


The ſo-much wiſh'd for day arrived, 
and by the fault of Colonel Fairfax, or his 
horſe, he paſs'd the Grange, in his way 
to the Caſtle, a full hour before the reſt 

of 
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of his company, and as he flackened his 
pace, being perhaps fatigued with faſt rid- 
ing, to look round him, and admire a beau- 
tiful ſhrubbery at the fide of the road, 
which he knew tobe a part of the pleaſure 
grounds belonging 'to Sir James Archer, 
he faw two female figures in perſpective 
through the trees, but not being able, at 
that diſtance, to diſtinguiſh whether they 
were old or young, handſome or ugly, he 
fancied his horſe had taken up a ſtone, and 
diſmounting, whilſt the groom examined 
for what it was. impeſſible he ſhould find, 
the Colonel put himſelf in ſuch a ſituation, 
as very ſoon to diſcover, theſe ladies were 
no other than Miſs Beverly and her ſiſter, 
arm in arm, with the little dog he had 
given Louiſa, running before them. We 
hope our readers do not ſuſpect him capa- 
ble of ſo much rudeneſs, or ſuppoſe him 
maſter of ſo little politeneſs, as not to find a 
way of paying his immediate reſpects to 
them. There was no regular admittance 

into 
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into that part of the ſhrubbery, on the out- 
ſide of which he had taken his ſtation, but 
with the velocity of a bird, and the light - 
neſs of a mercury, he cleared a high thick 
fence, and to their great aſtoniſhment, pre- 
ſemed himſelf before them ; indeed, Loui- 
ſa was ſo much ſurpriſed, that it was a full 
minute before ſhe could aſk him if Lord 
Delborough and the reſt of his party were 
arrived at the Caſtle. - We cannot poſſibly 
tell what converſation afterwards paſſed, 
becauſe we did not ſtay to hear it, having 
ſo much compaſſion for the poor horſe, 
that we ſuddenly left them, to enquire of 
the groom if it was much hurt, and had 
the pleaſure of being informed, there was 
nothing in the world the matter with him 
The Archers, and their lovely appendage, 
dined on that day, and ſupped on that 
evening, at Delborough Caſtle, .and for 
forty days afterwards, they did exactly the 

ſame thing, only that ſometimes, the de- 
lighted inhabitants of both houſes aſſem- 
92 | 4 bled 
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bled themſelves under the hoſpitable roof 
of Sir James. In an intercourſe of this 
domeſtick fort, it muſt be allowed, much 
buſineſs of the heart may be accommodat- 
ed. There are more hours in forty ſuch 
days, for rational inveſtigation, than are 
contained in a calender year, when ten- 
der attachments take their root, and make 
their progreſs in the vortex of diſſipation. 
In conſequence of this opinion, we do not 
hold ourſelves liable to a very ſevere cri- 
ticiſm, by announcing, ſans apology, that 
on the forty-firſt day of their ſocial reſi- 
dence at the Caſtle and the Grange, four 
of the moſt intereſting perſonages in our 
Drama, received the nuptial benediction, 
and under the following deſcription, we 
ſhall, for the laſt time, preſent the whole 
delighted little groupe to the notice, and 
ve hope, the approbation of our readers. 


Lord Delborough conſoled for his paſt 
diſappointments, at peace with all man 
| 6 and 
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and woman kind, except his ſon, and his 
ſon's lady; however, they have the gene- 
rous Louiſa for their advocate; he may 
be reconciled to his nn but never to 
hiraſelf. 


Sir James and Lady Archer oratified 
and happy in their ſiſter's happineſs. - 


Mrs. Edwin rejoicing in the fortunate 
fate of Emely, with no diſtant view of a 
ſimilar termination to her own. 


Mrs. Lewellen bleſſing, and bleſſed 
by all. 


Lord Greendale the adoring huſband of 
Emely. 


Emely the graceful, modeſt, endearing 
wife of her Greendale; there is not in 
the world another bride and bridegroom, 


that has a chance in contending with them 
for 
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for the prize of married happineſs, - but 
the tranſported Fairfax, and his captivat- 
ing Louiſa, who we dare pronounce, was 
more happy when ſhe gave her hand to 
the Colonel, than ſhe had ever been at 
any former period of her chequered life, 
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